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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Discovery Time

Language Builder:
Discovery Time

Title: Colorful Building Blocks
Learning Focus: Joint Attention; Sensory
Exploration; Discovery; Curiosity

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting descriptive
words to describe the blocks (green, orange,
blue)

Nouns: [dentify, name or label materials or
objects (blocks)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (stack, reach,
poke)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Discovery Bin (basket or bin)

¢ Solid color blocks

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Gently shake the bin in your hands back
and forth.)

Discovery time! Let’s look and see. Discovery time for you and me!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate the props, toys or objects. Follow their gaze
to find their interest.
| see you looking inside our Discovery Bin.

TOOLBOX

For infants who are able to sit up or crawl, place the. = _Cts in a container or bin, encouraging them to
explore by touching, holding and handi. 3 the objects.

For older infants, place object- ut ¢ =ach to persuc ~ nem to reach, scoot, crawl or stretch

toward the object.

Conversation Sta ‘e

Invite and enu 1 ‘e the' ‘far. 0 exp ore the materials.
Look inside. Reac mall |« rounc
e e, tell ik AWhay e you found?

Ask nenyg ‘ng gl ction to encourage interest and curiosity in the materials.
‘thaft 20 y<_ hink we will find inside?

Paus. .. and wait for the infant to respond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
. nve Hal response.
That is a green block!

e flexible! Follow the lead and interest of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allow the direction of play to follow their interests.

Gasp! Where did it go?

You dropped the green block back into the Discovery Bin!

2nd edition © 2024, st edition © 2018. The Nemours Foundation. Nemours Children’s Health® is a registered trademark of The Nemours Foundation. All rights reserved. J10299 (02/24)



Caregiver Strategies in Action: Discovery Time

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather colorful blocks in a variety of solid
colors or exciting solid colored objects

to promote sensory exploration. Be sure

all objects are safe, age-appropriate and
interesting to the infants. Place the blocks or
objects into a basket or container. Integrate
hands-on, multisensory learning as you
encourage infants to explore the materials
in the basket. Smile and use an enthusiastic
voice to create interest in the colored blocks
or objects.

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Would you like to reach inside the Discovery Bin again?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
| like how you are reaching inside with two, tiny hands! What did you find?

Language Development

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, ca’” or use of an item.
You've found two square blocks! One ... two! You Fi_ e one ingd' ch hand.

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristic. »* .ie prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
This one is green and this one is arange.\_ een ... orange' \qrdl /... orange.

Say the name or make the sour® _ran o =ctc< vou encovrrage the infant to repeat it.
These are colorful blocks’_ an you sa' block:

Pause ... wait ... imitate.. J1to\v =2'" _uons or ges.dres using complete sentences.
| see you peeking to, a. ‘\the'L. scovery Bin again. Could there be more blocks?
Yes, youd mmore bl ck< aside;

Use self-talk t. lis. 'ssyc rac. »ns, using descriptive language.
2 you heak 9at:-< a3l 2 shane, shake!
ar Mhaking ¢_x smar., quare Discovery Bin and | hear something inside.

Use escrir lang ge as you name or label the prop, object or material selected by the infant. Be sure to
conr. = .. tothe ook, concept or theme.
(. fant’s name), you've found another colorful, square block. It’s a blue block!

< ognitive Development

Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
Now, we have three blocks that are all the same size. One is orange, one is green and one is blue.

Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of the item.
Playing with blocks is a lot of fun. We can build with these blocks. Watch me stack one block on top of
another block.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Discovery Time

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Hold up an object so the infant can
see and reach, touch or hold the
block.

Encourage infants to explore the
Discovery Bin during tummy time.
Stack the blocks near the infants,
encouraging them to reach and
knock the blocks over.

Hold the young infant in your arms as
you explore the items in the Discovery
Bin. Label the colors of the blocks as
you choose them from the bin.

For Older Infants

Promote infants to stack the blocks
together as they engage in peer play.

Label the different colors when

the objects have been discovered.
Encourage the infant to find a ce” .in
color.

Extend the Experience

Focus on one specific color each
week. Have blocks all the same color
inside the Discovery Bin. Assist and
encourage the infant to build a blue
tower (whatever color you choose is
the focus for the week).

Invite the infant to mimic your actions or repeat the infant’s actions.
Would you like to try stacking the blocks, (infant’s name)?

Encourage infants to use the prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the
environment.
We have three blocks stacked up high! One ... two ... three.

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to process your question and think about a response.
What will happen if you push the stack of blocks with youxf and?

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you:« .i0ed learning opportunities.
Oh, my! The colorful blocks came crashing down t¢_ he groun

Fine and Gross Motor Develop @ent

Demonstrate how to use their bod™ /. fferc = ways to pron
Watch how carefully | picie o a block nd p._ se it onit ».

e balance, control and coordination.

Encourage infants to us< “heir. dies.i® Lifferent\ = .. Take into consideration each infant’s age and stage
of development.

Scoot just a little clof >r \you' »n reach the blocks. Good scooting!

Promote han. =, <coord atic thro. hsimple hand and finger play.
Carefully, ¢_efa. mole e the »ue block on top!
aray! We's. we il s another tower of colorful blocks.

So« 2" .una . mnotional Development

Drovi » opportunities for infants to demonstrate their growing understanding of emotions.
W at will happen if | poke the blocks with my finger? Poke!
Gasp! The blocks fell down!

Jse a warm tone of voice to comfort infants while acknowledging emotions.
Oh, no! It made you sad when the blocks fell down, (infant’s name). I'm sorry! We can build them back
together.

Create a positive learning environment. Smile and laugh as you pretend and play together.
Stacking the blocks from the Discovery Bin was fun!
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Caregiver Strategies In Action: Super Searcher

Language Builder:
Super Searcher

Title: Hiding Crayons

Learning Focus: Joint Attention; Sensory
Exploration; Object Permanence; Similarities
and Differences; Math: Matching, Sorting or
Classifying; Imitation

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the crayons (purple, green,
yellow)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (box, crayon)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (color, draw)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

* Basket or blanket
¢ Large crayons in various colors

¢ Coloring paper

10

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Hide crayons under the box and look down
at it while singing or chanting the words below.)

Something is hiding! Something is hiding! What can it be? What can it be?

Underneath this box! Underneath this box! Let’s look and see! Let’s look and see!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
[ can see you are curious, (infant’s name)!

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore t. = materials.
Hmmm, what could be underpgf " %is b¢. R
It is long and round and waf "se it to ¢ aw. /. ayou readly to lift the box and find out?

Ask an engaging questic= " to e ourags teresta ! _ilosity in the materials.
What do you think i :

Pause ... and vait for the nt. ttor vond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal rex .. -
Gasp! You. = e md a\ rayc hiding under the box. A green crayon!

Be ¢. ‘le!Follo. *thele ° and interest of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allc 1 the  =ction ¢ play to follow their interests.
ke A6 v WLarcerolling the green crayon on the ground.

. In¢ 1age Development

¢ y the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
Can you say this new word with me? Cray... on.

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Yes, this is a crayon!

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
This green crayon is long and round with a pointy end.

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
We put the sharp point on the paper.
This green crayon will make green marks.
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Caregiver Strategies In Action: Super Searcher

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather a cardboard box or a blanket, large
crayons in various colors and blank paper for
coloring. Place the crayons underneath the
cardboard box or blanket, within easy reach
for both non-mobile and mobile infants.
Create a dramatic and playful experience
using an enthusiastic voice as you invite
infants to search for the hidden crayons.

Integrate hands-on, multisensory learning

as you promote infants to explore the
crayons, introducing how to make marks on
the paper. Share your enthusiasm for their
accomplishments by using the infant’s name,
acknowledging their actions and using facial
expressions that match your excitement.
After the infant has found all the crayons,
encourage them to place them back inside
the box.

Clarify meaning of new word(s) using clear, simple language.
We use these long, colorful crayons to color, draw or write on papetr.

Narrate and describe the infant’s actions, using descriptive language.
| see you using two, tiny hands to lift the box again. You are lifting and looking.
What will you find underneath?

Cognitive Development

Encourage infants to use props, objects or materials in a play™ way with an intended purpose.
Oh, my! You've found two more crayons. One is puralt and one isyvellow.

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, cc  atina® . one-to-one correspondence.
Let’s count how many crayons we have now. One ... two .nree. We haice three, colorful crayons.
Purple ... yellow ... and green!

Encourage infants to use the pror= _,. ori terial to explc 1ow things work or move in
the environment.

Show me how you uge the, \crayoné O color \ad "x.

.1igations to see how things work.
\the sharp point on the paper and move the crayon back and forth.

Initiate simple experime « and i
[ wonder what will hay »e. €| pre

Demonstrate >, the prc ), on ct o raterial can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
v ch me he

! the % on in my hand and move it back and forth, across the box.

Invi the. ~»ntto. 'mic your action or repeat the infant’s actions.
v iHE2OIC he EOx with this crayon.

Explc 2 together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
Vi Ww! It made bright purple marks on the box. Great coloring!
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Caregiver Strategies In Action: Super Searcher

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Hold the infant in your arms as
you search for the hidden crayons
together.

Lift the box slightly to uncover a
portion of the hidden object, giving
the infant a visual clue. Then, invite
them to find it.

Place box and crayons on the
ground during tummy time.
Encourage the infant to reach and
stretch to lift the box.

For Older Infants

12

When placing crayons inside the
pencil box, encourage the infant

to search for a specific color. Give
them hints and assistance to find the
correct color.

Encourage the infant to hide cra:®
for another friend to find.

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Would you like to roll these crayons on the floor?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: If You’re Happy and You Know It

Let’s roll the crayons on the floor!
Let’s roll the crayons on the floor!
Rolling here and rolling there, | see crayons everywht &!
Let’s roll the crayons on the floor!

Fine and Gross Motor Develop'ment

Encourage infants to use their hands.in diffe. at ways (poke, et D, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
| see you grabbing the yellowd “ayor_ infa_ ¥'s name). Can'. ou drop it into the box? Drop, drop, drop!

Assist or support infants as tt.  ‘ explore’ :w acu. s s 1 as rolling, sitting, kicking or crawling.
Look! The green cr& a roli. Lovaf “iere.

Try crawling towara i \greei. ‘ayon. You can do it!

Social anc =i otio al . eveiopment

Ok = ~andack >wlec = he reactions of each infant. Demonstrate awareness and responsiveness to the
nee soi . ~infant
Neare . Waglik_dand see a big smile on your face, (infant’s name). Playing with crayons is fun!

Incre < confiderice by acknowledging the actions or responses of the infant.
Y. v are rolling crayons and dropping them back into the box. Great job dropping those crayons!

C ate a sense of belonging by initiating positive interactions and relationships with peers and caregivers.
Are you ready to find another crayon to put inside the box?
Let’s work together to find the yellow crayon.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Language Starter

Language Builder:
Language Starter

Title: Color Roll

Learning Focus: Joint Attention; Sensory
Exploration; Discovery; Curiosity

Prep Time: 1-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the photograph (yellow,
red, orange, blue)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (sunshine, balloon, carrot, ball)
Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (roll, reach,
toss)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Photo Cube

¢ Reproducible: Colorful Object Cards

13

Experience Starter

Select a high contrast photograph or a real-life prop or object that encourages investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Roll Photo Cube toward infant to capture
their attention.)

Rolling, rolling, with my hand.

| wonder where this cube will land.

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see you looking at our Photo Cube!

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore t. = materials.
Would you like to roll the Photaf "2 Wmanc. we where it lar;

Ask an engaging question to? .couragei erest ad curi’ .y in the materials.
(Infant’'s name), hovadvill y& \use the ~ube?

Pause ... and wait for the i« nttc  spond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal resronse.

Rolling, K. & arolling

Look at yo. wus ¥ing a d roi xg the Photo Cube.

Be €. ‘le!Follo. *thele ~ and interest of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allc 1 the  ~ction ¢ play to follow their interests.
ou ol W ey troll the cube again. | wonder where it will land.

. In¢ 1age Development

I© 2 self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
| am tossing the colorful, square Photo Cube gently into the air. Where will it land?

Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
| see you looking down at the Photo Cube. What color do you see?

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
| am touching a picture of something orange. It is a long, orange food.

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
An orange carrot.
Can you say car...rot?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Language Starter

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce and cut one set of the Colorful
Object Cards for this experience. Place the
Colorful Object Cards in the Photo Cube.
Integrate hands-on, multisensory learning
as you encourage infants to push, roll or
toss the cube. When the cube lands, be
sure to use descriptive words to talk about
the different colors of the objects in the
pictures. Use an enthusiastic voice to show
excitement as you explore new and familiar,
colorful images.

14

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
Carrot! A long, orange carrot!

Create personal connections for infants as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or previous
experiences.
Look, (infant’s name)! | see orange on your shirt. Your shirt is the same color as this orange carrot.

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Carrots are a healthy, orange vegetable we eat during lunch or dinner.

Cognitive Development

Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be us. . En< _rage exploration and discovery of
the item.
Watch me use my hands to roll the Phot. ‘Cube. Push!

Sing a song to create excitema®™ s tot. tune of: Row,. w, Row Your Boat
This is the way we rolt .c cube.
Roll the cube, Rall the'\ wbe.
This is the way oll th_ il =
We push it with\ \t.. hands

Invite the int. . > mimic' our  ction r repeat the infant’s actions.
Now, you 't it 3ol ré | rol. e Photo Cube with your hands.

Ex, « ‘together apic @ easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
therd_hqoes re. ing, roning, rolling!
Dok bt it ried!

Ask ¢ zstions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
ompg  isons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to process your question and think about a response.
G. p! You noticed the Photo Cube stopped rolling!
Where did the Photo Cube land?
What color do you see?

Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.

| see something yellow and round. It is not a food like the orange carrot.

It is the bright, yellow sun.

Encourage infants to use the prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the environment.
The sun is way up high in the sky. It gives us light during the day.
Hold the cube up, up, up over your head, like the sun in the sky.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Language Starter

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

For infants on their tummies, roll
the Photo Cube toward them as you
encourage them to look, touch or
point to the images.

Hold the infant in your lap as you
point out the Colorful Object Cards.
Using hand over hand assistance,
help the infant turn the Photo Cube
to display the next photo.

For Older Infants

15

Encourage older infants to roll, throw
or kick the Photo Cube as their

gross motor and fine motor skills are
increasing in development.

Continue this experience until all
Colorful Object Cards have been
introduced.

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
(Infant’s name), would you like to roll the Photo Cube to a friend?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
Look at you! | like how you used two tiny feet to kick the Photo Cube.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Place the prop, object or material just beyond the infan*” .each to encourage reaching and grasping with
hands and fingers.
(Infant’s name), grab that cube! Stretch, reach! What_ wlaf O you see?

Demonstrate how to use their bodies in dift ent ways to p. mote balc _e, control and coordination.
You've found a photograph of a red ballc. ! We see balk s “ating high in the sky during celebrations.
Watch me reach and stretchgt acnc ¥l st ich for a balloC...

Encourage infants to use thel. odies in ¢ feren. ays< .«e into consideration each infant’s age and stage
of development.

Can you reach for a\ '« »on ii. e sky like me? Stretch your arms way up high!

Sc ‘aland i no. 1 al Development
Invi »imic s to co ect to peers during play and exploration.
Dok at . Wfriers ) (friend’s name) smiling!

Iden. , the infanu’s feelings and express empathy with appropriate language.
F. \is having fun rolling the Photo Cube and learning about colors. Rolling the Photo Cube makes
(fi >nd’s name) happy.

* Crease awareness of self-identity by referring to the infant by name.
(Infant’s name), rolling the Photo Cube made you happy, too. Would you like to roll it again? We have
seen red, yellow and orange, too. What other colors will we see?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Walk and Talk!

Language Builder:
Walk and Talk!

Title: Color Hunt

Learning Focus: Joint Attention;
Conversation; Vocabulary Development;
Sensory Exploration; Perceptual Information;
Fine Motor: Hands-On Exploration

Prep Time: N/A

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the objects (small, blue,
slowly, yellow, fast)

Nouns: Name, label and identify materials or
objects (chair, mat, hunt)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
infant or that you model (walk, search, look)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Colorful objects (from around the
room)

16

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Reach out your arms and watch to see if the
infant changes body position indicating they are willing to join you. If so, lift them up and carry them around
the learning space.)

Colors here and colors there. | see colors everywhere.

Colors, colors all around! Let’s explore and see what we have found.

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigat® .nd explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see you looking around the classroom to find coli. .

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to« . 2 the aaterials.
| see blue, green and red ta&f “Search\ ith m

Ask an engaging questic= " to e ourags teresta ! _ilosity in the materials.
What will we spy wi i wr ey \a

Pause ... and vait for the nt. ttor vond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal rex .. -
[ see you £ ntix mto s meti »g blue. | wonder what you see.

Be ¢. ‘le! Follo. *thele ~ and interest of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allc 1 the  ~ction ¢ play to follow their interests.
randt .G i asi.ve investigate!

. g itive Development

F plore together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
Let’s move quickly. Quickly, quickly, quickly.
Now, let’s move slowly. Slow ... ly, slow ... ly, slow ... ly.

Initiate simple experiments and investigations to see how things work.
We’ve found a bright, blue chair. What do we do with a chair?

Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of the item.
We sit in chairs. Watch me carefully sit in this chair.

Invite the infant to mimic your actions or repeat the infant’s actions.
Would you like to sit in this chair? Try it! Take a seat in this small, blue chair.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Walk and Talk!

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

In this experience, use your surroundings
to introduce colors and expose infants

to new words. Move around the room in
search of different colored items. Whether
this experience takes place indoors or
outdoors, show excitement for the objects
infants find on their walk. Integrate hands-
on, multisensory learning as you encourage
infants to reach out and touch items they
find to see how they feel and move. Change
your movements by walking quickly or
slowly from one object to another, as you
look for things to talk about.

17

Encourage infants to use the prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the environment.
Look at you, (infant’s name)! You are sitting in a chair at the table.

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
| see more blue chairs at this table. Count them with me. One...two...three... four.
There are four blue chairs!

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or = _crial.
We've found something blue! What other colors wgt “ve find with our eyes?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploratior. :sina® cscriptive language.
| see you using both of your big, bright gyes to look ai. ound, (infaat’s name).

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing t. ‘he tune of: Th =arr® in the Dell

We are looking with ourd "cs!
We are looking with € <eyes!
Red, purple, oral ye or_ een!
What colors wil s \find;

Language D eloj me t

Us . ariety of »rds ¢ scribe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
DA, Wl Look \ \wn ori.ne ground.
he sor Wt wihi e we play is bright yellow!

Say it .aame or..aake the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
¢ nyou say yellow with me? Yel ... low.

F ise .. wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
Yes, this is a yellow mat!

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.

You have yellow right here on your shirt.

Your shoes are yellow, just like this bright, yellow mat.

Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
Let’s sit down on the soft, yellow mat.

Narrate and describe the infant’s actions, using descriptive language.
| see you tapping your ten tiny toes on the yellow mat. Tap, tap, tap!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Walk and Talk!

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

e Carry the younger infant in your
arms.

e Talk about each color as you walk
toward it. Touch the item and name
the color.

* Hold the infant’s hand so he can
reach and touch the item.

For Older Infants

* Allow mobile infants to move around
the room as they look for colors.
Point out colors in the room as you
move around.

*  Watch where the infant looks or
points. Label the object and the color.

Extend the Experience

¢ Encourage the infant to look around
the room and find something els (ne
same color.
You've found a blue chair. Can y<
use your eyes to look for something
else the color blue? | spy something.
blue this way.
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Fine and Gross Motor Development

Assist or support infants as they explore new actions such as rolling, sitting, kicking or crawling.
(Infant’s name), | see you crawling around and around the bright, yellow mat.

Encourage infants to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
(Infant’s name) is touching the soft, yellow mat with his hands. Poke! Let’s try it together. Poke!

Social and Emotional Development

Invite infants to observe expressions of peers by acknoyv J4ging feelings of others.
Look at our friend, (friend’s name). She has a big si_ le on herd xe.

Respond to feelings of infants by labeling the emotion ar. * Cause.
She is enjoying our color hunt. Scootin€ crawling and V. \king arai " the room makes her happy!

Use the infant’s name and respectfi'™ ~uag
Thank you, (infant’s name)dl”nelpi dme \d new colars in our room today.
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Book Exz/ericnee

N\
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Book Look

Book Experience:
Book Look

Title: 1 Spy Colors

Learning Focus: Increased Confidence;
Focused Attention; Joint Attention;

Book Handling Skills; Discovery; Fine Motor:
Grasp and Reach

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain details in a picture (bright,
colorful, delicious, red, yellow, blue)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (school bus, boots, color, fish, towel)
Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
infant or that you model (turn, touch, tap)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Book Basket (bin or basket)

Select Books
¢ Books with high contrast photo, 3phs
and illustrations of different colore.
objects
Suggested Titles
e Colors (Bright Baby) - Roger Priddy
e My First COLORS - Simon Abbott
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Experience Starter

Select a variety of books that relate to the theme or concept of colors. Be sure to include books with high
contrast photographs or illustrations of colored objects.

Initiate interactions by showing the Book Basket in an interesting way. (Place your hands over your brow as

you pretend to search for something.)
| am looking. | am looking. For our books. For our books.
Can you find them? Can you find them? Let’s go look! Let’s go look!

Show genuine excitement and interest for the books as you 7" .ionstrate book handling skills.
I'm looking over here, and looking over there. I'm loo/# 5 in this basket.
Here they are! Our books are in this basket.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to«~ . 2 the ooks.
| see lots of bright colors aff "Viese bo, s.

Ask an engaging questiz > to e ourags teresta '© .ilosity in the books.
What could these by = s be < 2

Pause ... and vait for the nt. ttor vond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal rex .. -
[ see red, y. Yow. Yalue'\ nd p. wle. These books are all about colors!

Asi oo nissiont. ead . ~ »ook before acting on your decision to read. Be aware of cues and
boc lang e

fouldl C ke to pick a few and read with me?

. tel ¢y Development

I’ monstrate book handling skills, inviting infants to handle books with you.
Watch me turn the pages to see all the bright, colored objects. Lift and turn... lift and turn.

Invite the infant to mimic your action, touching the photograph, image or word.
| bet you can turn the pages too. Would you like to try? Lift, lift, lift the page!
You did a great job turning that page, (infant’s name).

Direct the infant’s attention to a photograph, image or word.

This word says yellow. Look at the yellow school bus on this page. A yellow school bus takes children to

school every day.
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather a basket or small bin and four to

five books in a variety of genres related to
the theme of colors. As you pick books, be
sure to include books that are sturdy and
safe for infants to handle and put in their
mouths. Choose books with brightly colored
photographs, illustrations or black and white
images. Add interactive flap books, cloth or
plastic books and books that have sounds
or different textures to pique the infants’
interests. Place the chosen books inside

the basket or bin. Sit near the infants and
integrate hands-on, multisensory learning
as you encourage the infant to pick out and
explore the books with you. As the infant
engages, use the books from the Book
Basket to introduce color concepts while
demonstrating book handling skills. As you
turn the pages together, use the pictures to
explore vocabulary and model language.

22

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Book Look

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
What other colors do you think we will find in this book?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
| see you reaching for the small, soft book. You are ready to find out! Let’s turn the page.

Language Development

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, ca” or use of an item.
Oh my! This page has items that are the color red.

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristic. »* .ie prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.

These are bright, red boots.

Clarify meaning of new word(s** sing ci. 1, sit. le languace.
They are red rain boots.
Rain boots go on y& \feet' \keeal “iem dry w1 it’'s wet outside or when you splash in puddles.

Narrate and describe th. it nt’s ¢ ‘ions, using descriptive language.
| see youl mmping ti ot ¥ feel sinfant’s name)! Stomp, stomp, stomp! You must be pretending to
stomp in' s puddl

Wo > foreye g ing, ~ir ing o. vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
ma riac. “dd con. ents, . :ails or extended language to your observation.
ou are Wuchiri, the red rain boots with your finger.

<o¢ itive Development

C mo.strate how objects or materials fit together or work together in different ways.
Watch me lift and turn the page so we can find more colorful pictures.

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
What color do you see, (infant’s name)? Pause.
Orange! | see a lot of ... orange!

Encourage infants to use props, objects or materials in a playful way with an intended purpose.
Here is an orange fish, an orange towel and an orange ice pop. Orange, orange, orange!

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Let’s count the orange items on this page. One... two... three orange objects.

Initiate simple experiments and investigations to see how things work.
| see you tapping the ice pop. What do we do with this?
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Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Tip the basket of books on its side
to make the books more easily
accessible for infants who can’t yet
sit independently.

Place the infant on their tummy and
prop the book up so that they can
reach for the pages and see the

pictures as you help them turn pages.

Place the infant in your lap after you

pick up the book of the infant’s focus.

Use hand over hand assistance to
help the infant turn the pages and
touch the pictures.

For Older Infants
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Encourage the infant to select the
book independently from the basket.
Follow their lead and talk about the
colors on the pages where they < p
and pause as they turn.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Book Look

Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of the item.
Mmm... mmm! An ice pop is a cold, yummy treat to eat, It is delicious to eat and keeps us cool on hot days.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Place the prop, object or material just beyond the infant’s reach to encourage reaching and grasping with
hands and fingers.

You are reaching for the book. Stretch and reach!

Gasp! You've found the orange fish!

Assist or support infants as they explore new actions &* .1 as rolling, sitting, kicking or crawling.
Watch me move my arms to swim like the orange i % Cangfl = 'try that too?

Social and Emotional Developr. nt

Observe and acknowledge the »© _tion: fea infant. Demoistrate awareness and responsiveness to the
needs of the infant.
You’re not so sure af \ut svi. aminal Xe a fish.\_ £ Skay. | will help you.

Invite infants to observe . ressi. s of peers by acknowledging the feelings of others.
Look at Gdsant’'s nam D! & e is si. ling and laughing. Pretending to swim like a fish makes her feel silly!

Use the infant. n« =2 anc esp tful lunguage.
Shank you i_sloC. ag \ aroug P these books with me today, (infant’s name).
L e htun learr. hg ab&l colors with you.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Talk and Read Together

Book Experience:
Talk and Read Together

Title: Colorful Clothes

Learning Focus: Positive Relationships;
Focused Attention; Curiosity; Joint
Attention; Conversation; Book Handling
Skills; Exploration; Perceptual Information
Prep Time: 2 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the pictures in the book
(green, yellow, red, blue)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (pants, shirt, socks, bow)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
infant or that you model (turn, tap, touch)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Personal photographs (of infants with
their favorite colors)

¢ Child-safe photo album

Select Books
¢ Self-made books (with personal
photographs of familiar peers and
their favorite colors)
Suggested Titles

e Babies Love Colors - Lift-a-Flap-Book
- Michelle Rhodes-Conway

e Baby’s Colors - Karen Katz
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Experience Starter

Select a variety of books that relate to the theme or concept of colors. Be sure to include self-made books
with personal photographs of familiar peers and their favorite colors.
Initiate interactions by showing the Book Basket in an interesting way. (Pat your hands on the sides of your
Book Basket as you sing or chant the words below.)

Big books, little books, what’s inside? Come take a look and see what you find!

Show genuine excitement and interest for the books as you demonstrate book handling skills.
Gasp! | see some of our friends inside my basket!
I've found a book with your pictures inside! Watch mat oen the cover.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore t. books.
Look what | see! It’s a picture af® "= _Wlue. acks on little fe

Ask an engaging question to? .couragei erest ad curi’ .y in the books.
Who could this be?,

Pause ... and wait for the i« nttc  spond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal resronse.
Gasp! It’S. Zmdinfant| \nai_2)! He_\is your sweet face.

Askermission »re. ‘th. boor »efore acting on your decision to read. Be aware of cues and body
lan uc »
this Wk has I_hre pictures of our friends. Would you like to look at this book with me?

Lan uage Development

L 2se¢ -talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
Look at me wiggling my ten tiny toes inside my socks. Wiggle, wiggle!

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
My socks are two diifferent colors. They don’t match! This one is purple and this one is red. That’s silly!

Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.

| see you turning the page with your fingers.

You are ready to find another friend wearing colorful clothes.

Create personal connections for infants as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or previous
experiences.
Look at this page! (Infant’s name), this is a picture of you! | see a bright, yellow bow in your hair.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Talk and Read Together

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Create a classroom book about colors

for infants to explore. Take or gather
photographs of infants wearing clothing of
different colors. Attach one photograph of
each infant to each page in the book. Write
the infant’s name under the photograph. Sit
near the infant as you look at the classroom
books together. Show the book and use a
tone of voice that helps infants hear your
excitement for reading. Use the classroom-
created book to initiate a conversation
about the different colors they see with
friends in each picture. Integrate hands-on,
multisensory learning as you encourage the
infants to touch, feel and turn pages in the
books with you.
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Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
Try saying that with me.
Yel ... low.

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
Yes, you have a yellow, hair bow in this picture!

Use descriptive language as you name or label the prop, object or material selected by the infant. Be sure to
connect it to the book, concept or theme.
Can you touch the yellow bow in the picture? That’s rightldf s on top of your small, round head.

Literacy Development

Demonstrate book handling skills, inviting infants to handi. .ooks with you.
Oh my! This page says (infant’s name) I wearing greens. o youd' = how [ touched each word?

Direct the infant’s attentiontoar' .C. ©h,. age or word.
Here is a picture of our frigd 2 wearin¢ ) brig_ s greenal  t.

Invite the infant to mim#® vour. tion,t* .ching tht otograph, image or word.
Can you touch the v, v \s jusi. & "me? Tap, tap. Great job finding the words on this page!

Cemnitive L »ve YD nen.

Prc pt. "antsto gage. . matching, sorting or classifying of props, objects or materials.
o yoU'  many " her friends wearing green?

Com < similari..es and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing

~harz eristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
G| \p! (Friend’s name) sitting next to me is wearing green today. He is wearing green pants. His pants are
the same color as the green shirt in our book.
Green pants ... green shirt. Touch each as you label.

Invite the infant to mimic your actions or repeat the infant’s actions.
Can you touch the green shirt in the picture, like me?

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
| see you looking down at your shirt, (infant’s name). Your shirt has a lot of different colors. | see red ...
orange .... and blue, too!

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to process your question and think about a response.
Where can we find more friends wearing colorful clothes?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Talk and Read Together

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Place the book on the ground during
tummy time and encourage the
infant to reach and grasp for the
pages. Point out the infants in the

book and the colors they are wearing.

Place the young infant on your lap

in a sitting position and encourage
them to touch pictures and turn
pages if possible. If not, still
encourage the infant to try. Then,
gently use hand over hand assistance
to help them touch and turn. Touch
and label the colorful clothes.

Help younger infants to connect

the picture of a classmate to the
classmate in person.

Look! This is a picture of our friend
(friend’s name) wearing a green shirt.
They are sitting right next to you
today.

For Older Infants
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Encourage the infant to look at the
colors in the book and then find the
matching color somewhere in the
classroom.

Encourage the infant to point to the
friend who is pictured in the book.
In this picture, | see (friend’s name)
wearing red socks. Where is our
friend (friend’s name)?

Sensory Experience

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
| see you peeking at the next page.
That’s right! We can find more friends wearing bright, colorful clothes in our book.

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Turn the page and tell me who you see!

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Encourage infants to use their hands in different ways'  oke, turr
| like the way you are slowly lifting the page with yot. finat °s!

ip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).

Encourage infants to use their bodies in di:
of development.
I spy (infant’s name)! Look ak
high in the sky. Can you W /e your ar

rent ways. Tak into cons™ _ration each infant’s age and stage

o1 Na 's. Si s wearing pui .ie mittens on her hands and waving them
s higi_ ‘n the aif "too?

Demonstrate how to us® ~eir b
Watch me wave my ¢ s ug

liesi® Lifferent w . to promote balance, control and coordination.
che airl Now, you try.

Social anc =i otio al . esveiopment

Inc :. >awarent. - ofs S ldentity by referring to the infant by name.
fou'c Mmclosing she bock, (infant’s name). You must be done looking at this one.

Crec 37 sl leaniing environment. Smile and laugh as you pretend and play together.
1 unk you for looking through this book with me. | like seeing your smiling faces and colorful clothes.

/ite. \fants to connect to peers during play and exploration.
L&k at (friend’s name) peeking into our Book Basket. Would you two like to read a different book
with me?

2nd edition © 2024, st edition © 2018. The Nemours Foundation. Nemours Children’s Health® is a registered trademark of The Nemours Foundation. All rights reserved. J10299 (02/24)



Caregiver Strategies in Action: Story Props

Book Experience:
Story Props

Title: What Color Will We Find?
Learning Focus: Focused Attention;
Curiosity; Creativity; Conversation;
Comprehension; Exploration

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain objects in the book (high,
low, fast, slow)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (leaf, lemon, flower, crayon, ball)
Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
infant or that you model (sniff, smell, roll, pick)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials
* Basket or container

¢ Prop ideas: leaf (green), lemon or
banana (yellow), ball (orange), cra:
(blue), flower (red)

¢ Bag or lunchbox

Select Books

¢ Include storybooks, picture books,
nursery rhymes, songbooks and
textured books

Suggested Titles

e Indestructibles: Baby, See the Colors!
- Ekaterina Trukhan

e Baby: Colors! (Chunky Baby)
- Dawn Sirett
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Experience Starter

Select a variety of books that relate to the theme or concept of colors. Be sure to include a variety of genres
(storybooks, picture books, nursery rhymes, songbooks).
Initiate interactions by showing the books and props in an interesting way. (Create excitement and curiosity
by tilting the basket for infants to see.)

A tisket! A tasket! What's hiding in our basket? Let’s peek inside. What will we see?

So much to explore for you and me!

Show genuine excitement and interest for the books as you 7" .ionstrate book handling skills.
| see you looking inside the basket!

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore t. books.
Would you like to reach insided
Use your hand to feel all agf "n1d. Nan, \the_\ect yougdhave found.

Ask an engaging questiz > to e ourags teresta '© .ilosity in the books.
Gasp! What did you « . (ini. L Viame)?

Pause ... and vait for the nt. ttor vond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal rex .. -
A book! Y& e wuind\\bocC

Asi oo nissiont. ead . ° ook before acting on your decision to read. Be aware of cues and body
lan¢ age.
ree sl "C Weralige and green. This book is about colors. Would you like to look at this book together?

. tel ¢y Development

I’ monstrate book handling skills, inviting infants to handle books with you.
Watch how carefully | hold the book with two hands.
We must be gentle and take good care of our books so we can read them over and over again.

Invite the infant to mimic your action, touching the photograph, image or word.
Would you like to gently hold the book with your hands? Pause and hand the book to the infant.
Oh, (infant’s name)! Look at you holding the book. Thank you for being so careful.

Direct the infant’s attention to a photograph, image or word.
L ook at these colorful stripes! What other colors will we find?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Story Props

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather items that match some of the
pictures from the front cover or pages of a
book. Place the items in a bag or lunchbox.
Sit near the infant as you explore the books
and bag together. Integrate hands-on,
multisensory learning as you invite an infant
to reach into the bag and pull something
out. As you pull items out, talk about the
color and what the object is used for. Use
your voice to share your enthusiasm for
reading and excitement to play together.
Use the props to create playful and
engaging interactions with the infants.
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Language Development

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.

Oh my! Look at all the things that are green!
Touch each one as you label a leaf, a lizard and a frog.

Green, green, green!

Narrate and describe the infant’s actions, using descriptive language.
| see you touching the green leaf with one gentle finger, A€ ant’s name). Tap, tap, tap!

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you er" Jdrage the infant to repeat it.
Try saying that with me.
J1/../1/ .. leaf

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizatior. or gestures, us. 9 comr' ¢ sentences.
Yes, a pretty, green leaf!

Use a variety of words to desc < thete. ure, . 3pe, coleror use of an item.
We see green leaves outsi », way ug' igh on\ ees
| see you peeking ifi 2 my'_sskdl "Go ahead & reach inside!

Watch for eye gazing, pc n. \gor calization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Ad: nments, let. sore endedlanguage to your observation.
Gasp! Yot 2 wnd a\ reer =af like the green leaf in the book.

Fi1 » ai. " Gro. Morwor Development

Pror H»t~" ana- > coordination through simple hand and finger play.
It s pretend to pick a leaf from the tree! Use your fingers to pull, pull, pull that green leaf from the tree.

. sist  r support infants as they explore new actions such as rolling, sitting, kicking or crawling.
You got it! Great stretching! Now, bend and drop that green leaf into the basket.

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Let’s reach inside the basket again! What will we find?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
Gasp! You've found a beautiful, red flower!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Story Props

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

* Encourage the infant to touch the
pages of the book with you as you
help them lift the flaps of the book.

» Tilt the basket on its side so infants
can reach inside the basket during
tummy time and select a story prop.
Describe the prop and label the color.

¢ Sit with the infant in your lap and
encourage them to reach into the
basket to choose an animal, or gently
use hand over hand assistance to
help them grasp a story prop from
the basket.

For Older Infants

¢ Encourage the infant to match the
story prop from the basket to the
correct page in the book. Provide
assistance as needed.
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Cognitive Development

Encourage infants to use the prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the
environment.

Flowers grow in the ground outside.

They come in all different colors and sizes.

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
Sometimes flowers smell good, too. Sniff with your nose.

Initiate simple experiments and investigations to see how t* Js work.
Do you think this red flower will smell good?

Demonstrate how objects or materials fit together or w 'k toe er in different ways.
Watch me smell this beautiful, red flower. Sniff.
It does smell good!

Encourage infants to imitate the a~* ~f o rs.
Would you like to smell that -d flowe  too:

Encourage infants to se~'<h fo idden< missing * _s, objects or materials as you provide gestures, hints
or clues to help them lo . it
Could there be moreé o ful 1vwers in this book? Let’s turn the page and take a look!

Introduce me '« ratical ¢ )nce ts su. . as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Look! Here_sar hzang | flov,
2. two. | ke tw b autiful flowers. Red ... orange. Red ... orange.

Soc 3l .iaa "motional Development

Creal a sense of belonging by initiating positive interactions and relationships with peers and caregivers.
1 & 2 having so much fun playing with you.
Would you like to reach back inside my basket and see what you find?

.dentify the infant’s feelings and express empathy with appropriate language.
Look at that big smile on your face.
You are feeling happy that you've found a red ball inside the basket.

Respond to feelings of infants by labeling the emotion and its cause.
Look at you rolling the ball to your friend. Sharing made you feel happy, too!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Interactive Storytelling

Book Experience:
Interactive Storytelling

Title: Colorful Mice

Learning Focus: Focused Attention; Joint
Attention; Communication; Conversation;
Comprehension

Prep Time: 2 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive words
to explain the objects in the book or Story Box
(red, blue, yellow, green, purple, orange)
Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (mice, cat, paint, paper)

Verbs: Use words that describe the actions of
the infant or that you model (open, close, pull)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials
¢ Story Box
* Basket
* Reproducible: White Mice Cards

* Reproducible: Colored Mice Ca s
(red, blue, yellow, green, orange,
purple)

¢ Reproducible: Paint Jar Cards (red,
blue and yellow)
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Experience Starter

Select a variety of books that relate to the theme or concept of colors. Be sure to include books with
predictable text or simple storylines.
Initiate interactions by engaging interest in the Story Box.

| see a Story Box. | see a Story Box.

Look all around. Look all around!

Tell me, tell me. Tell me, tell me.

What have you found? What have you found?

Show genuine excitement and interest for the books as»« . demonstrate book handling skills.
| brought my Story Box today! | wonder what will & \inside.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to«~ . 2 the ooks.
| see bright colors on the af "&r of thiy »ook. Would yaihlike to take a look?

Ask an engaging questiz > to e ourags teresta '© .ilosity in the books.
What else do you s& . infan: ne)?

Pause ... and vait for the nt. ttor vond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal rex .. -
[ see paintc WSt B al I mic_}

Asi oo nissiont. ead . ~ ook before acting on your decision to read. Be aware of cues and body
lan¢ age.
(ouldl 'C ke toread it and look at the Story Box together?

. tel ¢y Development

I’ monstrate book handling skills, inviting infants to handle books with you.
I’'m opening the book and looking at this page on the left to find our words. Can you help me?

Direct the infant’s attention to a photograph, image or word.
Hooray! Here are the words! This is where we start to read our book.

Invite the infant to mimic your action, touching the photograph, image or word.
Can you touch the page with me?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Interactive Storytelling

Select Books
¢ Include predictable text or simple
storylines
Suggested Titles
e Mouse Paint - Ellen Stoll Walsh

e Little Blue and Little Yellow
- Leo Lionni

How to Make a Story Box

Create a Story Box from an empty shoe box.
Use the Story Box to invite infants to select
and explore objects or toys from a familiar
story.

Story Box Instructions

1. Create a door on the top of the shoe box.
Punch holes in one side of a shoe box.
Punch holes in the lid of the shoe box that
line up with each hole on the side of the
shoe box. Thread string or yarn through
the holes to create hinges of the door.

2. Cut a square opening on one side of the
shoe box. This opening should be large
enough for you to place props inside the
shoe box without opening the door.
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Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
| brought my Story Box today! | wonder what will be inside.
I'm going to open the door slowly, slowly, slowly and peek inside.
Would you like to open the door and take a look?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
| see you using your ten tiny fingers to pull the door.

Repeat the rhyme and encourage the infant’s participation.
What’s in the Story Box? What can it be?
Open the door, (infant’s name). Let’s look and see!

Language Development

Use descriptive language as you« .ne« ‘'abe he prop, objec or material selected by the infant. Be sure to
connect it to the book, conce’ or theme

What do you see? Palise.

Three white mice. G« \ twce veel

Use a variety ~f words tc de ‘ribe = texture, shape, color or use of an item.
(Infant’st. . L you ¢ enc Lthe\ Yor. What have you found? Three white mice with long, white tails.

Tou~h and desc e « v ul gue . atures or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infc 2. »ftention.

fice'c msmall s \imals.

2e paf S e ec’s and eyes to see and hear. | see little feet that jump and run, too.

Say it :name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
7¢ ee white mice. Can you say /my/ ... /my/ ... mice?

P ise'... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
Yes, these are the mice from our story.

Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
| see you tapping each white mouse. One ... two ... three. Tap, tap, tap!

Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
I'm pulling our Book Basket close to you. I'm placing one white mouse in the basket.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Interactive Storytelling

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce and cut out one set of the White
Mice, Colored Mice and Paint Jar Cards.
Place the three white mice in the Story Box
and the colorful mice and the three paint jars
behind the box. Gather a small basket and
place the book inside. You can also use this
basket to discard cards as you talk through
the story. Select a book about mixing colors
to create new colors. Review the book and
identify keywords or phrases to use during
the Interactive Storytelling experience. Sit
near the infants as you look at the book and
materials together. Use a tone of voice that
helps infants hear your excitement as you
engage infants in the Story Box. For this
Interactive Storytelling experience, retell
the familiar story about white mice jumping
into the colored paint in your own words.
Integrate hands-on, multisensory learning
as you encourage the infants to explore and
manipulate the printed props as you retell
the story.
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Fine and Gross Motor Development

Encourage infants to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Can you drop a white mouse into the Book Basket, too?

Encourage infants to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each infant’s age and stage of
development.
Good dropping! There is one more mouse to drop inside the basket. Bend, bend and drop.

Demonstrate how to use their bodies in different ways to promot= balance, control and coordination.
Now, watch me push ... push ... push our Book Basket toif “side.
Can you push ... push ... push the basket, too?

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-goira mar. >r as you embe  l'ea® ..ig opportunities.
| wonder what else is in our S&¢ " BC.. \Whe will we find?

Repeat the rhyme and encourc = the infa’ s part. natic
What is in the Story€ x? Wi\t caal “oe?
Open the door, (infa {\_wame, _C’s look and see!

Ask questior® at encou ge hinkii. and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). ac ...anc wal. or the .nfant to process your question and think about a response.
<Infant’s nar. ), Y oL ned e box. What have you found?

Enc urc ~infants >use . prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the environment.
ou’ves Wad th. e jars of paint. One ... two ... three! These jars of paint are small and round.

Com - similar. _s and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
charz eristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
Ti. =e different colors of paint are in these round jars. | see red, blue and yellow, too!

I monstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of the item.
We can use this paint to make a colorful mark on the paper. Watch me pretend to dip my finger in this
paint. Dip, dip!

Encourage infants to use props, objects or materials in a playful way with an intended purpose.
Can you dip a finger in the paint, too?

Allow infants to move freely as they develop body, spatial and perceptual awareness.
| see you shaking the blue paint back and forth. Back and forth! | wonder what we will find.

Repeat the rhyme and encourage the infant’s participation.
What is in the Story Box? What can it be?
Open the door, (infant’s name). Let’s look and see!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Interactive Storytelling

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Seat the infant in your lap to help
them better see the Story Box. If
they are ready, use hand over hand
assistance to help them open the
door and reach inside.

Place the items close to the infant’s
palm to encourage them to grasp
and hold the items.

For Older Infants
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Ask the infant to find the colored
mouse that matches the colored
mouse or puddle of paint you see on
the page.

Social and Emotional Development

Increase confidence by acknowledging the actions or responses of the infant.
Look at you, (infant’s name)! Your mouth is opened wide. You look surprised! You're looking at three
colorful mice in our box.

Use a warm tone of voice to comfort infants while acknowledging emotions.
| see a blue mouse inside our box! Mice aren’t supposed to be blue. That blue mouse surprised you!

Provide opportunities for infants to demonstrate their growina.inderstanding of emotions.
(Infant’s name) is reaching into the Story Box.
Look at her surprised face! She found a red mouse

-

< Is feeling surprised just like you!

*Continue to open the Story Box with the ini. 2t, mixing pain. » create” .rerent colors. Label the colors of the
mice and match them to the colored === inti book.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Rhyme Time

Literacy Builder:
Rhyme Time

Title: Fun With Crayons

Learning Focus: Understanding and
Response; Vocabulary Development;
Phonological Awareness; Imagination;
Increased Confidence; Sense of Belonging
Prep Time: 5 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain crayons (red, blue, orange,
green)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (crayons)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
infant or that you model (shake, wave, reach)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Large Crayon Shapes

* Basket or container
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Look into the basket with surprise.)
What is inside? What could it be? Colors to explore for you and me!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see you looking in the basket, (infant’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore the materials.
There are many different colors inside tais basket, Wot  { you like tafheach inside and pull one out?

Ask an engaging question to encourace inte st and curiosit. nt'" inaterials.
What do you think we will fip

Pause ... and wait for the infai ‘o respor . Ackr. vled® (nhe infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.

| see... orange!

You've foigad an oral e\ xayori hside the basket.

Be flexible! F. 2. “he lee ! an. '‘nterc .c of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allon the direce n ¢, lay o foli v their interests.
Ciomthe way'wu arc® shing the orange crayon on the ground.

Lar ' age L -velopment

“'se s f-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
[ &y reaching my hand into the big, brown basket. | am feeling all around.
Gasp! / feel something. | am pulling out a color.

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Where is Thumbkin?

Colors, colors.

Colors, colors.

All around. All around!

Let’s name the colors. Let’s name the colors.
That we've found. That we’ve found.

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
I've found red! This red crayon looks like the shape of a rectangle.

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Rhyme Time

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce and cut out a set of the Large
Crayon Shapes and place them in a basket
or container of your choice. Place the basket
close to you and the infants as you engage
on the floor together. Be energetic and
smile. Let the infants see your excitement

as you play together. As infants explore the
Large Crayon Shapes, chant the color rhyme
introducing infants to new words related to
colors and crayons.

38

/t/... /r/... red! Can you say that, too?

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
Yes, this crayon is red!

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Red is a bright, bold color. There are different colors everywhere. In the foods we eat, the things we see
and the clothes we wear.
| see you looking around for more red!

Create personal connections for infants as you relate the pre® oObject or material to their lives or previous
experiences.
Look! Our friend, (friend’s name), has on a red shirc_\is shirt igf he same color as the crayon. Red!

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or har® _.. oro, object or mate ..
(Infant’s name), would yqif Xe to rea; | insik. \the bag®t?

Acknowledge the infan*” c<hoic of sex” _ry explo ° _n, using descriptive language.
Look at you moving % har wound in the big, brown basket. Tell me, tell me, what color you've
found!

Fir~and G. »ss '0 or L 2velopment

Enc ura_ vinfants > use w zir hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Dok a:  WLturk \g the basket upside down. Turn, turn, turn!

Encc .geinfanw. to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each infant’s age and stage
~f de lopment.
C\ ors, colors, all over the ground. Can you reach a new color crayon?

T :monstrate how to use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control and coordination.
Watch me reach ... reach with my hand and grab ... grab with my fingers. Show me how you reach and grab!

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Where is Thumbkin?

Colors, colors.

Colors, colors.

All around. All around!

Let’s name the colors. Let’s name the colors.
That we'’ve found. That we’ve found.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Rhyme Time

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Hold the infant in your lap and
encourage them to reach into the
basket. Name the color of the Large
Crayon Shape that they choose.
Relate the color to a tangible item in
the room of the same color.

Each time you find a new Large
Crayon Shape in the basket, sing the
song.

Begin with a simple experience,
exploring only one of the Large
Crayon Shapes.

For Older Infants

Encourage the infant to scoot or
crawl around in search of colors.

Each time you repeat this experience,
add another color card to the basket

Extend the Experience
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Take the basket and Large Crayc
Shapes outside.

As an infant chooses a Large Crayor.
Shape from the basket, look around
outside to find an item of the same
color.

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
Look at that! You did a great job of reaching and stretching. Which color do you have?
| see this color way up in the sky! It is the color blue.

Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
Look at all the colored crayons we have found. | see orange, red and blue. Can you touch them with me?
Orange (tap)... red (tap)... blue (tap)

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning s . (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to proces vour g _ion and think about a response.
Do you think there is more of the color blue in our ro<. 23t =t’s look around!

Allow infants to move freely as they develc  bhody, spatial . 1 percer .al awareness.
| see you crawling and searchinggmith yoc \ayes, (infant’s\ saf .

Prompt infants to engage in »»° _ning, st ‘ing  classifyi= of props, objects or materials.
Oh, look! | see a friend wec_ing the ¢t or blue, Yod °7 The friend is me! Look at my blue socks!

Social and Emotic n. ' De »~lopment

Invite infants' ¢ »necti{ pec - duri g play and exploration.
Look, our fii. md, \ enc s nali»), is dropping crayon colors back into the basket. Can you drop one in, too?

Ob rv. 'ndackr. wvledy
nee ;oftr. ~fant.
yud S ha' WLso much fun looking for colors!

he reactions of each infant. Demonstrate awareness and responsiveness to the

Use t »infant’s name and respectful language.
Ti. \nk you for looking at colors with me, (infant’s name). Would you like to craw/ next to me and look for
more colors?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Listen! Listen!

Literacy Builder:
Listen! Listen!

Title: Color Shake

Learning Focus: Understanding and
Response; Joint Attention; Vocabulary
Development; Phonological Awareness;
Imagination; Increased Confidence; Sense
of Belonging

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to describe materials (loud, quiet,
fast, slow, red, blue, green)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (sound, bottle)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (shake, wave,
kick, hear)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials
* Basket or container
«  Empty water bottles with lids
e Paint
*  Glue

¢ Fillers (beads, small jingle bells, rocks,
acorns, etc.)
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Hold one of the colorful shakers behind
your back and shake to make noise.)

Listen, listen, with your ear. Tell me, tell me, what you hear!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see you looking around, (infant’s name). You see our basl ¢ full of colorful shakers.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore *~"e materials.
Look inside. Reach all around.
Tell me which shaker you haved = R

Ask an engaging question to? .couragei erest ad curi’ .y in the materials.
Which colorful shaka®looks wn tod .i?

Pause ... and wait for the i« nttc  spond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal resmonse.
| see yoU < g out\ \coi ¥ful sii. er. You picked the color (color name).

Be f'2xible! Foli v ti. 'ea. and . terest of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Alll v =~ directic of pic ) follow their interests.
like“e_mway y. ware waving the shaker in the air.

Lan uage Development

N rrai and describe the infant’s actions, using descriptive language.
(Infant’s name) is using his hands to grab a big, colorful shaker.
He is grabbing the bright blue shaker.

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.

We used paint to make each shaker a different color.

We have a yellow shaker, a red shaker and a purple shaker. Which color do you like best, (infant’s name)?

Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
| see you grabbing the yellow shaker. Yellow must be one of your favorite colors.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Listen! Listen!

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Days before the experience, gather empty,
dry water bottles and pour some paint
inside. Shaking the paint all around, coat the
inside of each water bottle and allow it to
dry. Gather fillers (beads, small jingle bells,
rocks, acorns, etc.) and fill each bottle with
a different filler that will make a different
sound. Attach the cap using glue to ensure
that infants cannot open the water bottle.
For an added layer of safety, place packing
tape around each cap. Place the finished
shakers in a basket on the floor in your play
area and encourage the infants to explore
the new shakers. Use a fun and happy tone
of voice as you reveal the colorful sound
makers. During this experience, allow infants
to make and hear new sounds together
using the colorful shakers. Integrate hands-
on, multisensory learning as infants explore.
Promote simple gestures and motions
during this experience (tapping, shaking,
etc.). Continue this experience until the
infants are ready to move on to anothe
activity.
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Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.

A shaker is an instrument we use to make noise. Can you say noise? /n/ ... /n/ ... noise.

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.

What a fun noise we hear!

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.

Let’s shake the instrument and see what happens. Shake, shake. Ooh! That made a new noise!

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object * material

Would you like to grab another shaker from the basi_ t? [ Vider if it will sound the same or different.

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensor exploration, u. g descrir’” 2 language.

Look at you! You chose the small, purple_haker.

Cognitive Developm t

Encourage infants to us 2 pre
environment.

yect or material to explore how things work or move in the

Listen, i with yo\ « ec_ \Shak \shake, shake.
That is a i w<wind I\ 2arX_soundus like bells. Jingle, jingle.

Ex, = ~togethe. rnap 4 ! easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.

like a2 way . w are si.aking the instrument up high, (infant’s name).

Initic 2 sir” .« oer. .ients and investigations to see how things work.

o will hagoen if we shake the shaker fast?

am¢ strate how objects or materials fit together or work together in different ways.
Lé7s try. Listen when | shake, shake, shake this instrument quickly!
Oh, my! That was loud!

Invite the infant to mimic your actions or repeat the infant’s actions.

Can you shake your purple shaker quickly, quickly, quickly?

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.

When we shake quickly, it makes a loud noise. When we shake slowly, it makes a quiet noise.
Quiet... loud. Quiet... loud.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Listen! Listen!

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Hold the infant in your lap and
encourage them to reach into the
basket and grab a colored shaker.

Gently, using hand over hand
assistance, help them shake fast and
slow to hear different sounds.

Tip the basket of shakers on its side.
During tummy time, encourage the
infant to reach and grab the shakers
and push and roll them with their
hands.

For Older Infants
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Include your favorite music in this
experience. As you play the songs,
encourage more gross motor
movement. Continue until the infant
is ready to move on to another
activity.

Encourage the infant to think o
interesting ways to make noise \
the shaker.

Identify a color and encourage the

infant to find the shaker in that color.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Assist or support infants as they explore new actions such as rolling, sitting, kicking or crawling.
Look at you scooting fast to the basket to find another shaker.

Encourage infants to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Drop, drop, drop! You dropped the purple shaker into the basket.

Social and Emotional Development

Invite infants to observe expressions of peers by acknoyv J4ging feelings of others.
(Infant’s name) is shaking their blue shaker fast anc_ miling. K€ ikes the loud noise it is making. Playing
music makes him happy.

Create a positive learning environment. Sri. =2 and laugh at ou prete:” and play together.
| see you smiling, too. Playing music.ana<_ »aring differeri_soul 'S'is a lot of fun!

Create a sense of belonging by+«" Jating »ositl .interactions and relationships with peers and caregivers.
Thank you for helping me \ake diffel ht nols s, log and soft, today!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Lines, Shapes and Pictures, Too!

Literacy Builder:
Lines, Shapes and Pictures,
Too!

Title: Everything Is a Color
Learning Focus: Joint Attention;
Conversation; Vocabulary Development;
Phonological Awareness; Print Awareness;
Math: Matching, Sorting or Classifying
Prep Time: 1-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the objects in the
experience (red, yellow, purple, green)
Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (banana, ball, card, leaf, flower)
Verbs: Use words that describe actions

of the infant or that you model (roll, drop,
bounce, smell)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials
*  Small basket or container

¢ Reproducible: Square Color Carc
(red, blue, purple, yellow, green,
orange)

¢ Colored objects (yellow banana, blue
ball, green leaf, red flower, etc.)
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Shake the basket of materials.)
Will you play a game with me? Look around! What do you see?

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see you scooting toward the basket, (infant’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore the materials.
| have a big basket full of objects! Woulal you like to re. 0 inside apdsee what you find?

Ask an engaging question to encourace inte st and curiosit. nt'" inaterials.
What could be inside?

Pause ... and wait for the infai ‘o respor . Ackr. vled® (nhe infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
Gasp! You've found\| \x \e ba.

Be flexible! F© ~wthele dea Hinte st of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allow the dire ic of play to fu ow ti _ir interests.
Liike the we woi e | \ling e ball to your friend.

Lai juas . Dev 'opment

Touc .nd descrive any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
“~fant attention.
W, tch me use my hands to bounce, bounce, bounce the little, blue ball. Oh, my! It is bouncing high.

eate personal connections for infants as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or previous
experiences.
This ball is blue, just like your shoes today! | am going to roll the blue ball to you. Here it comes. Pause.
Look at you! You caught the little, blue ball.

Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
| am reaching my hands into the big, brown basket.
| am pulling colorful cards out of the big, brown basket.

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
I've found small, square color cards. They are yellow, purple, red, green and blue, too! So many colors!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Lines, Shapes and Pictures, Too!

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce one set of Square Color Cards.
Cut them and place them into a small basket
or container. Gather colored objects that
match to the colors of the Square Color
Cardes, also placing the colorful objects
inside the basket. Use these colored objects
and Square Color Cards to engage infants

in a fine motor skills activity that explores
matching sensory materials to a picture that
is the same color. Show excitement for the
new materials, using facial expressions and
tone of voice to create interest and curiosity.
Integrate hands-on, multisensory learning

as you encourage the infants to explore the
materials with you. Help the infants make
connections between the concrete object
and the card of the same color.

44

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
Can you say colors?

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
Yes, colors! Go ahead! Reach in the basket and see what you find.

Use descriptive language as you name or label the prop, object or material selected by the infant. Be sure to
connect it to the book, concept or theme.

Here is a yellow card. Is this color the same as the round, blue ball? No! What about this blue card.

Is it the same color? Yes!

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or .cerial.
Shake, shake, shake!

| hear more objects inside the ha & WO, W you like to re_ af niside?

Acknowledge the infant’s che™ . of sensc yexp ration.: ng descriptive language.
You reached into thegbaski \and foid U a big, | Mlaf “Oanana!

CognitiveDevelo n nt

Demonstrater W = pro, obj tori.aaterial can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of the item.
A banana is\ \den mus ruit vo2 eat, Yum, yum! Watch me pretend to eat the big, yellow banana.

Enc ura_ ninfants » use . = prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the
env. nmer
vl Ou pre. nd to eat the big, yellow banana, too? Yum ... yum!

Drom : infants to engage in matching, sorting or classifying of props, objects or materials.
L& s see if we can find the color card that is yellow like this banana. Is this card yellow? No! This card is
green. How about this one? Yes!

compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
You made a match! A yellow card and a yellow banana. Yellow, yellow!

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to process your question and think about a response.
Here is a green, square card. Do you see anything green in the basket?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Lines, Shapes and Pictures, Too!

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

* Begin with a simple experience,
exploring only one or two of the
suggested Color Cards.

¢ During tummy time, encourage
infants to touch the photographs and
colored objects.

For Older Infants

* Each time you repeat this experience,

add another Color Card and colored
object.

¢ Continue introducing all of the Color
Cards and objects until infants are
ready to move on to another activity.

Extend the Experience

¢ Go on a color hunt to match the
Square Color Cards to items around
the classroom.
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Allow infants to move freely as they develop body, spatial and perceptual awareness.
Look at you dumping our basket upside down!

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
| see green leaves! One... two ... three green leaves!

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Promote hand-eye coordination through simple hand and finos" play.
Let’s sing a song about the color green.

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune  : The Farr >r in the Dell

We’ve found something green.
We’ve found something green.
Three green leaves in our basket.
We’ve found something af -

Encourage infants to use thei rodies in ¢ feren vays.” . into consideration each infant’s age and stage
of development.
Let’s reach up high{ ' wh .5 and pretend to pick a leaf from a tall tree!

Demonstrate' ~w to use he bodic in different ways to promote balance, control and coordination.
Watch i, e dich my, »ods and 1< ch up high. Can you do it, too?

Sc ‘ia. »nd Ei otio. il Development

Incr. 'sec” ... nce yacknowledging the actions or responses of the infant.
« Lunt’s naniZ), thank you for helping me match the color cards to the colorful items inside the basket.
C at matching!

k s5pc .dto feelings of infants by labeling the emotion and its cause.
| saw the smile on your face when we were singing about colors. Singing makes you feel happy!

Use a warm tone of voice to comfort infants while acknowledging emotions.
| had fun matching and singing about colors with you.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Hand and Finger Play

Literacy Builder:
Hand and Finger Play

Title: Scribble, Scribble! Red,
Yellow and Blue!

Learning Focus: Joint Attention;
Conversation; Vocabulary Development;
Early Writing; Math: Matching, Sorting

or Classifying; Fine Motor: Hand-Eye
Coordination; Fine Motor: Hands-On
Exploration; Fine Motor: Grasp and Reach
Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain objects (fast, slow, red,
blue, yellow)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (crayon, paper)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (draw, scribble,
color, grasp)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Large crayons
(easier for infants to grasp)

e Pencil box

e Paper
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.

Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Shake the box of crayons back and forth.)
Do you hear that? | wonder what is in this box.
They are long and round and come in many different colors. Crayons! | have a box full of crayons.

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see you pointing to the box.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore *~"e materials.
| am going to open this box of crayons.\_ ‘ould you like t =xplad “with me?

Ask an engaging question to ena® .age tere and curiosity . . the materials.
What do you think we will nd?

Pause ... and wait for tt'  Yfant. .res .«d. Ackno  _Jge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
There is vallow, purp , € wen a._\red, too! We found crayons!

Be flexible! F¢ 2. “he lee ! an. 'nterc .c of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allow the direce n ¢, lay o foli v their interests.
e Msat you ¢ xmpine X 2 box of crayons.

Lar ' age L velopment

Marra | and describe the infant’s actions, using descriptive language.
1§ 2 you rolling the crayons with both strong hands. Roll, roll, roll!

~ Juch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
Infant’s attention.
The top of the crayon is pointy. Touch the pointy tip of the crayon, (infant’s name).

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
Can you say crayon? Cray ... on!

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
Yes! This is a crayon!

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
We put the pointy tip of the crayon on the paper.
Then, we move it around and around to make colorful marks on the paper.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Hand and Finger Play

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather paper, large crayons and a pencil
box, placing the crayons in the pencil box so
they are more readily accessible to infants.
Sit close to the infant or place the less
mobile infant in your lap. Use an enthusiastic
voice as you invite infants to explore the
contents of the pencil box. Integrate hands-
on, multisensory learning as you model how
to hold and use the crayons and encourage
infants to discover how they work as well.
Whichever way infants choose to grasp the
crayon is okay! Focus on the manipulation of
fine motor skills as you encourage infants to
create a picture.
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Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
| see you looking at all the colorful crayons.

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Would you like to use the crayons to color on this paper? Go ahead and pick a color.

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, u=* j descriptive language.
Gasp! You picked a bright green crayon to use.

Cognitive Development

Encourage infants to use the prop, e "><t or aterial to expi. =2/ w things work or move in the
environment.
Watch me move my red € von backi 1d for_\on tht oaper. That is a lot of red marks.

Encourage infants toin. ‘e the cti< Jof others.
Can you move your\ te. 2n ba. and forth, too?

Explore togc tina pla. ‘ul, asy-g  2g manner as you embed learning opportunities.
Look at y& N\ ing y ur ¢ won & ound and around. | see some marks that look like green circles.

Int . ce mathe aticc -c¢ cepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
et wpunt the Yifferercolors on your paper. One... two. You used two colors. Green and red!

Fin. and Gross Motor Development

ce e prop, object or material just beyond the infant’s reach to encourage reaching and grasping with
h ds'and fingers.
| see you reaching for another crayon. An orange crayon! Reach with your hand and grab with your fingers.

Promote hand-eye coordination through simple hand and finger play.
Would you like to add some orange marks to your paper?

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: If You're Happy and You Know It

Put the crayon on the paper and move it around.
Put the crayon on the paper and move it around.
Push it up, push it down and don’t drop it on the ground.
Put the crayon on the paper and move it around!

Encourage infants to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
| wonder what will happen if we poke the crayon tip onto the paper. Would you like to try it? Pause.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Hand and Finger Play

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Hold the infant in your lap as you
explore the crayons together. Gently
help the infant grasp the crayon and
make marks in different colors on the
paper. Comment on the marks and
the colors on the paper.

For Older Infants
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Describe the different marks the
infants make on their paper as well as
the different colors they choose.

Offer markers, chalk or any other
similar art medium and encourage
infants to grasp the item and make
marks on the paper.

Allow infants to find creative uses for a variety of writing tools: large crayons, large markers, finger paint
or modeling dough. Be sure to consider each infant’s age and stage of development before choosing
writing materials.

Wow! You poked the paper with the orange crayon and it made tiny dots.

Social and Emotional Development

Increase awareness of self-identity by referring to the infant by name.
Gasp! Look at your beautiful picture, (infant’s name). Youf e working so hard!

Provide opportunities for infants to demonstrate their= Jowing understanding of emotions.
Oh, no! The look on your face tells me you are feelii_\rustral "d. Your crayon rolled off the table and you
can’t reach it.

Identify the infant’s feelings and express er. athy with app. oriate!" .guage.
You are feeling upset. Do not wa Cinfa.. ¥s name). | wili you find your crayon.
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Physical Deve) opraent

D
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Move My Body!

Physical Development:
Move My Body!

Title: Color Crawl

Learning Focus: Understanding and
Response; Joint Attention; Communication;
Early Writing; Memory; Imitation;
Perceptual Information; Gross Motor:
Movement and Position; Fine Motor: Hands-
On Exploration; Fine Motor: Grasp and
Reach

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the materials (red, blue,
green, yellow, orange and purple)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (feet, toes)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (crawl, scoot, roll)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Colored Footprir
(red, blue, yellow, green, orange «
purple)

¢ Clear packing tape or contact papet
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that promote the use of fine and gross motor skills.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Stand or sit near the colors on the ground.
Point to them and look down.)

| am looking down and all around! | see colors on the ground!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see you looking down at the ground, (infant’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore *~"e materials.
Would you like to explore with me?

Ask an engaging question to ena” .age tere and curiosity . . the materials.
What will we find on the € or?

Pause ... and wait for tt' Yfant. .res .«d. Ackno  _Jge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
| see coloms.on the It Hr.

Be flexible! F. 2. “he lee ! an. '‘nterc .c of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allon the direce n ¢, lay o foli v their interests.
CC Msat you t_xchine ¥ = color orange. Tap, tap!

Lar ' age L -velopment

“!'se a ariety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Ti se colors on the ground look like feet of different colors and different sizes.

atch for eye-gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
Here are two purple feet and purple toes. Can you touch the purple toes?

Narrate and describe the infant’s actions, using descriptive language.
Pat, pat, pat! You are patting the little, purple toes.

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
Purple toes! Can you say toes?

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
Yes, these are toes!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Move My Body!

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce and cut one set of Colored
Footprints. Using the clear contact paper
or the packaging tape, secure the Colored
Footprints to various spots on the ground
around the learning area. Provide a safe
space for infants to move as you help them
connect to the experience with their bodies.
Sit with, or within reach of, mobile infants as
you play and explore together. Use an
enthusiastic voice to invite infants to explore
the Colored Footprints. Encourage infants
to move in different ways from foot to foot,
keeping in mind their age and abilities.
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Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.

Where are your toes, (infant’s name)?

That is right! Here are your two feet and your tiny toes. Tickle, tickle!

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
| see more feet way over there. What color could they baf —et’s move and see!

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploratic® Jsing descriptive language.
| like the way you are rolling your body to get to the wo colff “dl feet.

Introduce a song to create excitement. Sing to the tur.  ,r: Oh, My Darlin’
Change the action of the word dependit. on how the ini. »tis m< .ig. (For example: scoot, crawl or walk.)

Rolling, rolling. Rolling, rolt -
Rolling toward the cgif /Ul feet.
Move your bodylsYou \_ n do it
Rolling, rolling, Ye fe !

Cognitive . elo} me 0t

Exr »re togethe na, ‘ayi |, eas,-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
N md That Vs grec! noving, (infant’s name). We made it all the way over to these feet.
hese e feet

Den »« ate hc  The prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of the item.
Il 2 use our feet to walk from place to place. Watch me use my feet to walk.

L ol \ge infants to use props, objects or materials in a playful way, with an intended purpose.
Can you try to walk with your feet? I'll hold your body while you give it a try.

initiate simple experiments and investigations to see how things work.
Which feet are bigger? These blue feet or your feet, (infant’s name)?

Demonstrate how objects or materials fit together or work together in different ways.
Watch me put my feet right on top of these blue feet.

Invite the infant to mimic your actions or repeat the infant’s actions.
(Infant’s name), can you put your little feet on top of these blue feet?

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Look! Your feet are smaller than these bright blue feet. Big... small. Big... small!
These blue feet are big.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Move My Body!

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Allow infants to explore the Colored
Footprints during tummy time.
Encourage them to stretch their arms
and reach for the feet. Label the
different colors as they reach.

Sit with the infant in your lap.
Encourage them to bend and reach
toward the Colored Footprints.

For Older Infants

For more mobile infants, spread the
feet farther apart on the ground.
Encourage them to move toward the
feet in different ways.

Label the colors of the feet.
Encourage the infant to move toward
a specific color.

Extend the Experience
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Create Colored Footprints in ve  Ing
sizes. Talk about the colors but« ~
compare the size of the feet.

Reproduce two sets of Colored
Footprints. Place one set of feet on
the ground and encourage infants to
match the second set to the correct
color.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Encourage infants to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each infant’s age and stage
of development.
| see more feet. They are orange feet! Let’s try crawling toward the orange feet. | know you can do it.

Demonstrate how to use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control and coordination.
Watch me crawl. First, | move my hands and then, | move my knees.

Assist or support infants as they explore new actions such as relling, sitting, kicking or crawling.
Good crawling! You are moving fast.

Social and Emotional Development

Invite infants to connect to peers during pi. :and explorati
Look at our friend, (friend’s name).scoot:. & from one cor_ita
scooting, too?

< next. Would you like to try

Increase awareness of self-ide ity by ref ring tt the i=" it by name.
(Infant’s name), yoi e scC. iingdf like your< -nd. (Infant’s name) is scooting and (friend’s name)
s scooting!

Create apos”™ ~learnine enn -onm t. Smile and laugh as you pretend and play together.
We are ni. i wour b dies ad lec hing about colors. This is fun!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Balance Builders

Physical Development:
Balance Builders

Title: Ribbon Reach

Learning Focus: Curiosity; Creativity;
Understanding and Response; Joint
Attention; Communication; Problem-
Solving; Perceptual Information; Gross
Motor: Movement and Position; Gross
Motor: Body Awareness; Fine Motor: Hands-
On Exploration

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the streamer (red, blue,
green, yellow, orange and purple)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (ribbon)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (reach, stretch,
grab, bend)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

* Basket

e Streamers or ribbons in various solid
colors

e Tape
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that promote the use of fine and gross motor skills.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Look and point to the streamers or ribbons
that are hanging.)

Look, look, with your eyes! What do you see way up high?

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see you looking toward the sky, (infant’'s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore *~"e materials.
There are streamers way up high and or_ he ground.

Ask an engaging question to ena® .age tere and curiosity . . the materials.
What colors will we spy € i our eyes

Pause ... and wait for tt'  Yfant. .res .«d. Ackno  _Jge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
| see yellows red and\ \ra. we, to

Be flexible! F¢ 2. “he lec ! an. 'nterc .c of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allow the direce n ¢, lay o foli v their interests.
5. »asongl creale -~ citement. Sing to the tune of: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star

St Wers, <\ seamers, way up high!
@ Cearr. W.Streamers, in the sky.
Red, orange, yellow and blue.

So many streamers for me and you!
Streamers, streamers, way up high!
Streamers, streamers, in the sky.

| like how you are reaching for the streamers with your arms. Which color will you choose?

Language Development

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
You used your fingers to grab a bright, yellow streamer.

Create personal connections for infants as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or previous
experiences.
This yellow streamer is the same color as the bananas we had during lunch today.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Balance Builders

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Create a safe space where infants can lay
on the floor, crawl, move their bodies and
explore. Be sure to provide an area that

is soft and free of sharp corners. Gather
streamers or ribbons and cut them into
strips of various lengths. Use tape to hang
them throughout the learning area at
different heights. As you play on the floor
together, engage the infants in play with the
ribbons. Integrate hands-on, multisensory
learning as you encourage infants to touch,
move and reach for the ribbons. As you
explore together, embed and add more
information to extend their learning with a
review of previously introduced color words.

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

e Sijt with the infant in your lap and
encourage them to bendand d p
the streamers in the basket.

¢ Hold the infant in your arms near the
hanging streamers and encourage
them to reach, stretch and grasp
them. Label the color of the streamer
the infant reaches for.

* Place the infant on their back. Hold
the streamer just out of reach to
encourage the infant to stretch and
kick the streamer. Lower the streamer
so the infant can grasp and feel the
crinkly paper.
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Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.

Try saying yellow with me.
Yel ... low.

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.

Yes, this is a pretty yellow streamer!

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the

infant’s attention.

| see more streamers waving back and forth.

Red, orange, blue and green.

Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive la w2
| am reaching with my arms and grabbiag with my fing_ s.

Pull! Pull! | pulled down the long, green <

Use descriptive language as you« .ne
connect it to the book, conce’ or theme

| still see three colorf#l stre wers hat Jing up i

2amer.

‘abe  he prop, objec or material selected by the infant. Be sure to

Jne... two ... three!

Social ars ©Smotic 1c Dev lopment

Identify the in. 2t. “=elin, 5 an. xpress empathy with appropriate language.

Wwant’s nar_ ), y¢
‘Oc_mve boli_wrms s.
2m SC. MYOU &

Incre

«fe e tehs me you are feeling frustrated.
tched high, but cannot reach a streamer.
feeling frustrated. May | help you?

<onfide. _e by acknowledging the actions or responses of the infant.

I\ _n going to hold you in my arms, so you are closer to the streamers. You can do it!

S\ etch, stretch, grab! You did it.

I© 2 a warm tone of voice to comfort infants while acknowledging emotions.
You worked hard to reach that blue steamer. | am proud of you, (infant’s name)!

Sensory Experience

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
Look at you crumpling the long, colorful streamer in your hand.

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.

Oh, my! Did you hear that?

Crinkle, crinkle! Would you like to reach for more?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Balance Builders

For Older Infants

Encourage the infant to move in

different ways to reach the streamers.

Label the colors of the streamers. Assist
and encourage infants to find a specific
color. Label the color of the streamer
where the infants show interest.

After infants have pulled down all the
streamers, have them place them in
the basket. Place the basket just out
of reach to encourage the infant to
bend and stretch.

Extend the Experience
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Focus on one specific color of
streamer or ribbon each week.

Add music and dance with the
streamers. Encourage infants to
move their bodies.

Cognitive Development

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to process your question and think about a response.

Now, how many colorful streamers are left? Pause.

Two streamers are left. One ... two!

Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
There is one short, red streamer and one long, orange straf Vier. Red... orange. Short ... long.
Touch streamers as you label.

Allow infants to move freely as they develop body, spa | and p« <cptual awareness.
| see you scooting and reaching for the streamers.

Explore together in a playful, easy-going ni »ner as you en. 2d learn” J opportunities.
Look at you! You reached so hichmnad pt:. \d the last two' el riers down.

Encourage infants to use the r= J, objec >r m. ~>rial to exlore how things work or move in the
environment.

| have an empty bal & WFH \caal ~e put insiac .0 fill the basket? Pause.

Streamers!

Fine and C 25 Mo or. svelopment

Pla 2 ~prop,o. =cto. ° terial just beyond the infant’s reach to encourage reaching and grasping with
har s anc. ~gers.
an v U~ sh thiZyellow streamer? Reach with your arm and grab it with those wiggly fingers!
vare so ciuse!

amc¢ strate how to use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control and coordination.
W, "¢éch me bend and reach with my arms to drop this blue streamer in the basket.

acourage infants to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each infant’s age and stage
of development.
| like the way you are scooting closer to the yellow streamer.
You got it! Now we have a blue streamer and a yellow streamer inside the basket.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Visual Perception and Coordination

Physical Development:
Visual Perception and
Coordination

Title: Stacking Rings

Learning Focus: Curiosity; Creativity;
Understanding and Response; Joint
Attention; Communication; Problem-
Solving; Perceptual Information; Gross
Motor: Explore Environment; Fine Motor:
Hand-Eye Coordination; Fine Motor: Hands-
On Exploration; Fine Motor: Grasp and
Reach

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the rings (red, blue, green,
yellow, big, small, smallest)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (ring, circle)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (toss, drop.
stack, roll)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Stacking ring toy
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that promote the use of fine and gross motor skills.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Hide the stacking rings behind your back.)
| have something new behind my back. Who would like to come and see?

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.

Here comes (infant’s name)!

Are you curious about what | have hiding behind my baclk®

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore *~"e materials.
Surprise! Place stacking rings in front sc e infant can s
| see a lot of bright colors, all sé " hon . » of each other ' .ould we explore together?

Ask an engaging question to? .couragei erest ad curi’ .y in the materials.
What can we do withhthese ings?

Pause ... and wait for the i« nttc  spond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal resronse.
| see yoU. ‘. ¥ag at ti 2 cC xful Fi 3s.

Be f'~xible! Foli v ti. 'ea. and . terest of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Alll v =~ directic of pic ) follow their interests.

v,

ou o ointin o thered ring at the very top.

Coc¢ itive Development

i iat. simple experiments and investigations to see how things work.
What will happen if we turn the stacking toy upside down?

Encourage infants to use props, objects or materials in a playful way with an intended purpose.
Gasp! You turned it upside down and the colorful rings fell down, down, down to the ground!

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Would you count these rings with me?
One... two ... three ... four... fivel We have five colorful rings!

Demonstrate how objects or materials fit together or work together in different ways.
These colorful rings all fit onto this stick. They fit from the biggest to the smallest.
Watch me put this big blue ring on first.

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
Would you like to try stacking them?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Visual Perception and Coordination

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Create a safe space where infants can

move their bodies and explore. Gather the
stacking ring toy to offer a colorful, sensory
experience for infants and place on the floor.
Use a happy tone of voice as you introduce
the stacking rings. Integrate hands-on,
multisensory learning as you encourage

the infants to explore and manipulate

the stacking rings promoting hand-eye
coordination in infants.
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Fine and Gross Motor Development

Promote hand-eye coordination through simple hand and finger play.
| see you reaching for the rings. Keep stretching!

Demonstrate how to use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control and coordination.
Watch me bend and reach for the rings. Can you try bending?

Encourage infants to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each infant’s age and stage
of development.
Hooray! You grabbed the orange ring with your fingersidt >od grabbing. Go ahead and slide it on top!

Language Development

Narrate the infant’s actions, using descript. » language.
Now, | see you tossing the big, yellaw riri, \Look! It is rolii._w, #& 7ig, rolling!

Touch and describe any unique atures cha cteristics of thie prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.

| see two more ring

This one is green an, \t_ s one_ .éed.

Use a variety” "words tc le. tibe 1  texture, shape, color or use of an item.
These rins \g rount and. xounc, 'They are shaped like a circle.
Sa’ 2 name o. ake “e ouna of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.

Car U say Gt withi2?
ir... Ci

Paus w~ait ... . .tate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
(¢ cle! A circle goes around and around!

V tck or eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
r iterial. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
Would you like to stack the yellow ring on top? Stretch! Reach! You almost have it!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Visual Perception and Coordination

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Lay non-mobile infants on the floor
and encourage them to explore the
rings with their hands. Encourage
them to reach for the rings. Label
the color of the ring where they are
showing interest.

Sit with the infant in your lap. Gently,
using hand over hand assistance, help
slide the colorful rings onto the base
of the stacking toy.

For Older Infants
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Encourage the infant to move around
the play area in different ways as they
gather the colorful rings.

Encourage infants to stack them in
order of size. Assist them and provide
hints and clues as they stack the
rings from biggest to smallest.

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Great job, (infant’s name)! Would you stack another ring on top?
Green or red, which ring will you choose?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
Look at you sliding the round, green ring on top of the yellow ring.

Social and Emotional Development

Observe and acknowledge the reactions of each infan. Demonst
needs of the infant.
You are clapping your hands together,£infant’s name)

.2 awareness and responsiveness to the

1d smiling abig.

Use the infant’s name and respectful l2nguac

Great job, (infant’s name). | 28 50 pr. Nd O xou! You worke 2 so hard to stack all the colorful rings.
Respond to feelings of infant. v labeline he en tion< Jits cause.
One... two ... three aur ... we cal Vful rings.\. L is a lot of stacking.

| can tell you are prd . too! & _King the colored rings makes you feel so proud.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Friends at Play

Physical Development:
Friends at Play

Title: Color Ball
Learning Focus: Social Relationships;
Curiosity; Creativity; Understanding and

Response; Joint Attention; Communication;

Problem-Solving; Perceptual Information;
Gross Motor: Explore Environment; Fine
Motor: Hands-On Exploration

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the balls (round, red,
yellow, green)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (friend, ball)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (push, kick)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Balls (several different colors)

* Basket
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that promote the use of fine and gross motor skills.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Show the basket full of brightly colored
balls to the infants.)

Today, we are going to play a game! There are colorful balls inside this basket.

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| wonder if our friends would like to play with these colorff Salls.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore *~"e materials.
Would you like to pull a ball out of the b sket, (infant’s I_ne)?2

Ask an engaging question to ena® .age tere and curiosity . . the materials.
Which ball looks the best{

Pause ... and wait for tt'  Yfant. .res .«d. Ackno  _Jge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
Oh, my! Yaur've foung a1, rec all!

Be flexible! F¢ 2. “he lec ! an. 'nterc .c of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allow the direce n ¢, lay o foli v their interests.
U Msat you!S wu ron® he red ball across the floor using your fingers.

Lar ' age L velopment

“!'se a ariety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Th > red ball is rolling slowly. Slow... ly, slow... ly.

© ,e self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
Look! | caught the round, red ball with two hands.
Now, | am going to push the round, red ball to our friend, (friend’s name). Push!

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
This red ball is the shape of a circle. It goes around and around.

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
Can you say red?

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Yes, this is a red ball.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Friends at Play

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather balls in a variety of sizes and colors
and place into a basket. Place the basket
in your play area, indoors or outdoors,

for infants to investigate. As you sit down
and engage with the infants, explore the
colorful balls together, focusing on helping
infants learn to attend to peers around
them. Encourage peer interactions as you
demonstrate how to roll a ball to a friend.
Depending on the age and developmental
abilities of the infant, encourage a variety of

motions such as pushing, rolling, kicking, etc.

As you sing and play together, embed and
add more information about the different
colors of the balls.
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Use descriptive language as you name or label the prop, object or material selected by the infant. Be sure to
connect it to the book, concept or theme.
(Infant’s name), you used your feet to stop the small, round ball! Great job! Would you like to pass the
red ball to a friend?

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Roll, roll, roll the ball.

Roll it to a friend.

Roll it, bounce it, kick it, toss it.
Then, give it to a friend.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Demonstrate how to use their bodies in difi. 2nt ways to pi. note =° .ice, control and coordination.
Watch me hold the ball and reaaf hanc 't to (infant’s ne

Encourage infants to use thei»” Judies in ¢ ferei ways. Ta" » into consideration each infant’s age and stage
of development.

Can you use your b to se. W4l Voall to a frierid?

You are using your f\ 2¢_nd le. \to pass the red ball. Great kicking, (infant’s name)!

Sensory E ey »n¢

Inv. 2. »ntstotu ch,hc  or handle the prop, object or material.
ot’s 1< mh insic_hand get another ball to roll with our friends.

Acki v _uge .. ‘nfant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
(. fant’s name), | see you reaching around. What color have you found? Hooray!
Y\ r've found a round, yellow ball!

<ognitive Development

Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.

Now, we have two balls out on the ground. A big, red ball and a small, yellow ball.

Big... small... red... yellow!

Prompt infants to engage in matching, sorting or classifying of props, objects or materials.
Can you find the yellow ball?
You are right! That is the yellow ball.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Friends at Play

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

* Begin this experience with a smaller
ball for young infants.

¢ Place the infant in your lap on the
floor and encourage them to kick
the ball. Show excitement as infants
continue to kick the ball.

¢ Encourage infants to reach and grasp
the ball during tummy time. Explore
new methods of moving the ball
(pushing or rolling).

For Older Infants

¢ Encourage the infant to find a ball by
labeling the color. Give them hints,
assistance and encouragement as
you search together.

¢ Encourage mobile infants to throw,
bounce or pass the ball to you or
peers. Create a back-and-forth
exchange that continues until t| vy
are ready to move on to anothe:
activity.

Extend the Experience

¢ Play Color Ball outdoors. Connect the
color of the ball to an outdoor object.
(i.e., blue sky, yellow sun, green grass,
etc.).
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Encourage infants to use the prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the
environment.
We can roll the ball, throw the ball, and kick the ball to make it move!

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to process your question and think about a response.
| wonder what will happen if we hold this round, yellow ball up in the air and then drop it on the ground.

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
It is bouncing! Bounce, bounce, bounce!

Invite the infant to mimic your actions or repeat the infa«" . actions.
(Infant’s name), would you like to try bouncing the_ all like mg

Social and Emotional Develop. ent

Create a sense of belonging by ini (/.. »osit 2 interactions Jrelationships with peers and caregivers.

(Infant’s name), | like howd® °d used y| r fee. o kick € ball to a friend.
Invite infants to observs™ xpre. ons o cers by a owledging feelings of others.
Your friend has a bic S \ile oi race! She is happy to be passing this ball back and forth with you!

Provide oppe unities fo ini ©ts tc =2monstrate their growing understanding of emotions.
What har = hif | bot ycet wth be »?
Gasp! Bour 8, t wnce [t me_ 2 you smile. Bouncing the ball makes you both happy! A red ball bouncing
S ha yellow all bE wé ng.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Pretend Play

Interest Area:
Pretend Play

Title: From Head to Toe in Color
Learning Focus: Social Relationships;
Creativity; Imagination; Communication;
Vocabulary Development; Phonological
Awareness; Imitation; Symbolic Play;
Pretend Play; Perceptual Information
Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to explain the clothing (blue, red,
yellow, green)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (hat, vest, socks)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (pull, reach,
stretch)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Hats, vests and socks in a variet:® r
solid colors
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that represent real-life experiences through pretend play.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Hold the basket in your lap and look inside
as you repeat the chant.)

A tisket! A tasket! What could be inside this basket? I'm looking and looking! What do | see?

Dress-up clothes for you and me!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
| see (infant’s name) peeking inside.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore t. = materials.
Would you like to explore withg' -

Ask an engaging question to? .couragei erest ad curi’ .y in the materials.
What do you think ydll firr__inside?

Pause ... and wait for the i« nttc  spond. Acknowledge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal resmonse.

| see you. v iag the\ 2/lc.yhat ¢ wour head.

You are rig. ¥ i mbri¢ 2t ye. W hat goes on your head.

Be €. ‘le!Follo. *thele ~ and interest of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allc 1 the  ~ction ¢ play to follow their interests.
ke A0 v WLare putting it on your head and taking it off. On ... off. On ... off!

< 2n{ Ory Experience

I© ite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Would you like to reach back inside the basket?

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: London Bridge

Dressing up is fun to do!

Fun to do. Fun to do.

Red, purple, green and blue!
Which outfit will you choose?

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
| like the way you are turning the big, brown basket upside down!
| see many bright, colorful hats and socks!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Pretend Play

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather dress-up props of solid colors that
are easy for infants to put on and pull off
(hats, vest and socks). Integrate hands-on,
multisensory learning as you provide and
assist infants with the opportunity to dress
up and engage in pretend play as they learn
about colors. Talk about colors and the
infant’s actions as they put on and take off
colored hats, vests and socks.
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Language Development

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
I've found a bright red hat. | can put this hat on my head.

Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
Watch me put the bright red hat on my head and take it off again, just like you. On ... off. On ... off!

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
Look! | see a blue hat and a green hat, too. Touch the ha" 4s you label their color.

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you ¢ .ourage tha infant to repeat it.
Can you say hat?

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizatior= or gestures u. g complets sentences.
Yes, these are colorful hats!
Which color is your favorite, (iaf nans 2

Create personal connections . Infantsc youi atethe® 0p, object or material to their lives or previous
experiences.

| see you reaching t he gre. mf UL This hat is the same color as your shirt.

You must like the co ' seen.

Connitive . 2vi’'op nen

Exp ore haether. aplay |, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
m loor. WLanad’. wking. Gasp! What do | see? | see some colorful socks, too! Green, blue and yellow socks.

Ask | « _dons ti. encourage thinking and reasoning skKills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comy risons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to process your question and think about a response.
W at do you think we can do with these socks?

I monstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of the item.
Socks go on our feet and cover our toes. Watch me pull the sock over my wiggly toes.

Encourage infants to use the prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the
environment.
Would you like to put these green socks on your feet? Use your hands to pull the socks on. Pull, pull, pull!

Encourage infants to use props, objects or materials in a playful way with an intended purpose.
May I help you?
I'm pulling the socks over your toes. Tickle, tickle!

Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
These socks cover our toes and the hat covers our head.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Pretend Play

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

If the infant shows interest in the
colorful dress-up items, help them
put them on and take them off while
labeling your actions.

Place colorful dress-up items on the
floor during tummy time, just out of
reach of the infant. Encourage the
infant to reach and stretch for the
items. Describe their actions.

Sit with the infant in your lap and
invite them to touch the colorful
dress-up items. Label the color of the
item they select.

For Older Infants

Encourage infants to put on the hats,
vests and socks and take them off
again.

Encourage infants to find a certa’
colored dress-up item. Give hin. and
clues.

Can you find something yellow? | see
something yellow over here next to
the basket.

Extend the Experience
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Describe and match colors on the
clothing the infants are wearing to
the dress-up prop.

You are wearing a green shirt, just
like the green hat that you’ve found.
Green shirt ... green hat. Green, green!

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Assist or support infants as they explore new actions such as rolling, sitting, kicking or crawling.
Look at you wearing bright green socks and kicking your feet! You are kicking very fast!
Can you kick slow... ly?

Place the prop, object or material just beyond the infant’s reach to encourage reaching and grasping with
hands and fingers.
| see you reaching for the green hat.

Stretch and reach with your arm! Grab it with your fingeraf “ou can do it!

Social and Emotional Development

Create a sense of belonging by initiating pasitive interactic. s and relati« aships with peers and caregivers.

Qur friend, (friend’s name), is wearing tr_\green hat. WC_ 'd yout e to wear a hat like him?
Here is a blue hat for you!
Increase awareness of self-id .ty by ref ring .« theinf® by name.

(Friend’s name) is waaring areendt . and (irn. af ~’name) is wearing a blue hat.
Two friends wearing = torfur. s "and smiling.

Green ... blue. Green\ \ k_xe!

Provide opp. '« ‘ties for nfa. s to ¢ monstrate their growing understanding of emotions.
| see you £ sh'siling: Playi. w together makes you feel happy.
< aen, blue € pt. e too. Learning about colors is fun to do!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: How It Works (Science and Math Explorer)

Interest Area:
How It Works (Science
and Math Explorer)

Title: What Color Will It Be?
Learning Focus: Flexibility; Conversation;
Vocabulary Development; Discovery;
Problem-Solving; Spatial Awareness;

Math: Counting; Math: Matching, Sorting or
Classifying; Sensory Exploration

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary
Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive

words to describe the paint (purple, orange,

green)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (paint)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (spin, mix, dip)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Paint in primary colors (red, yel" v

and blue)
* Paper
* Tape
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that can be used for simple experiments.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Hold the bottles of paint in your hands so
infants can see.)

| have something fun for us to do today!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
Here comes (infant’s name) crawling over to investigatel.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore *~"e materials.
Look! | have red, yellow and blue paint!\_ould you like t sxplad nese colors with me?

Ask an engaging question to ena® .age tere and curiosity . . the materials.
What do you think we wift O with thi »aint \day?

Pause ... and wait for tt' Yfant. .res .«d. Ackno  _Jge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
We are gging to pailfl \w._ 3 our\_agers!

Be flexible! F. 2. “he lee ! an. '‘nterc .c of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allon the direce n ¢, lay o foli v their interests.
Comhow yot e wil® ng your fingers. You are ready to paint.

Fin <.«d Gi 3s Motor Development

~nco( age infants to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each infant’s age and stage
¢ dev. opment.

Would you like to help me put some paint on your paper?

| see you reaching for the blue paint. Stretch, stretch, stretch! You almost have it!

Demonstrate how to use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control and coordination.
Watch me hold the bottle upside down with two hands. Now, you try!

Encourage infants to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Let’s squeeze the bottle with our hands. Squeeze, squeeze, squeeze!
Gasp! Look at that bright blue paint on the paper.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: How It Works (Science and Math Explorer)

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather paints and paper. Secure paper to
the floor or tabletop with tape. Place a few
colors of paint in primary colors on the
paper, integrating hands-on, multisensory
learning as you encourage infants to use
their fingers to mix the paint. Use purposeful
eye contact and position your body to face
infants during interactions. Describe what
you see them doing as well as the colors
being used. Point out the new colors created
by mixing them together. Create a positive
relationship by showing sensitivity and
respect to infants who do not enjoy this
sensory experience.
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Language Development

Narrate and describe the infant’s actions, using descriptive language.
| see you pointing to the red and yellow paint, too. Let’s add those bright, beautiful colors to your paper.

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Now, there are three different colors of paint on your paper.
One ... two ... three! We can use these colors to make beautiful art.

Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the irfant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to va= oObservation.
Go ahead and dip your fingers in the paint! Dip, dipd !

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you er. »urac< .ie infant to repeat it.
Dipping fingers in the paint. Can you say paint?

Pause... wait... imitate. Add to vocalizations r gestures usit. coms (e sentences.
Yes, this is paint. Your face look gsec

Touch and describe any unig: eatures ¢ char. teristic® 7 the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
That paint feels cold . »t anc wd zy!

Cognitive . ‘elof me t

Ex:® retogethe na . Vi |, easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
se. lue lines wnd red. nes on your paper!

Initi. e sim xpelr ents and investigations to see how things work.
‘e owill hay 2en if you mix the blue and red? Dip your finger in the red and then the blue.

~nco. age infants to use the prop, object or material to explore how things work or move in the
€ virc ment.

Gasp! / see a new color on your paper!

You mixed red paint and blue paint together and made purple.

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Mix, mix, mix the paint.

Tell me what you see.

Red and blue paint make purple.
As pretty as can be!

*Repeat the song, changing out the colors as you create more new colors. Yellow and blue paint make green.
Red and yellow paint make orange.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: How It Works (Science and Math Explorer)

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Place the infant on their tummy and
encourage them to reach, touch and
feel the paint. Label and describe the
colors they are touching and how
they feel.

Place the infant in your lap and
encourage them to touch and feel
the paint. Label the paint colors as
they touch. Describe their actions
and point out any new colors they
Create.

For Older Infants
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Talk about the colors on the paper.
Point out and describe the new
colors infants made.

Count how many different colors are
on the paper.

Describe any patterns infants ma" _
while painting.

Make predictions about what coic
will be made by mixing primary
colors.

Hmmm, | wonder what will happen if
we mix blue and red together. Would
you like to try?

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Now, there are four different colors of paint on the paper. Let’s count them together!
One ... two ... three ... four!
| see yellow, red, blue and purple.

Demonstrate how objects or materials fit together or work together in different ways.
Watch me move my fingers around and around to mix yellow and red. Mixing, mixing!
Red paint and yellow paint make ... orange!

Encourage infants to imitate the actions of others.
| like the way (infant’s name) is moving her fingers ara# "J and around in the paint.
She’s making circles on her paper. Would you like€ <¢ry and make some circles?

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or han#”
Would you like to mix paink

object or mat
r new colar?

2 pre
d maky 3not;
Acknowledge the infant’s. cho:  of sens 'y explc < [ using descriptive language.
| see you dipping y¢  ten ti \fid crs in yellowand blue. What color will it be? Pause.
Oh, my! You made g 2¢_

Social ana “n. tio. al L »velopment

Inc \a. -onfider. »by a  owledging the actions or responses of the infant.
ook o au mc_iag your fingers all around. | like your bright, colorful painting, (infant’s name).
Iden » .einta s feelings and express empathy with appropriate language.

I\ 2e a big smile on your face, (infant’s name). You are having fun using your fingers to paint.

L atc 1 positive learning environment. Smile and laugh as you pretend and play together.
Painting and mixing colors is a lot of fun!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Music and Movement

Interest Area:
Music and Movement

Title: Shake Your Crayon!

Learning Focus: Social Relationships;
Sense of Identity; Vocabulary Development;
Phonological Awareness; Spatial
Awareness; Sensory Exploration; Perceptual
Information; Gross Motor: Body Awareness
Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to describe the crayons (red, green,
orange, yellow, blue)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (crayons)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (shake, stomp,
march, turn)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Large Crayon Sha' _s
* Basket
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Experience Starter

Create a musical experience using sensory materials, instruments or song.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Hold basket of Crayon Shapes out for
infants to see.)

Red, orange, green and blue. | see colors for me and you!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
(Infant’s name), you are crawling fast to come look and sa

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore *~"e materials.
There are big crayons inside my basket Xould you like ¢ \eacht "side and pull one out?

Ask an engaging question to ena® .age tere and curiosity . . the materials.
What can we do with the€ colorful ¢ yons:

Pause ... and wait for tt' Yfant. .res .«d. Ackno  _Jge the infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
You pickeala big, ora \gc srayo.

Be flexible! F. 2. “he lee ! an. '‘nterc .c of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allon the direce n ¢, lay o foli v their interests.
Cimthe waywu arcy wing the orange crayon back and forth.

Ser .y Ex, rience

avite 1fants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
W, uld you like to move your orange crayon along to my song?
You can hold it in your hands and move it from side to side.

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, using descriptive language.
| see your sweet, happy smile. You look ready to move along with me. Here we go!

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Hokey Pokey
Sing the song below, replacing the color of the crayon.

You put the orange crayon in. You take the orange crayon out.
You put the orange crayon in and you shake it all about.

You do the color Hokey Pokey and you turn yourself around.
That’s what it’s all about!!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Music and Movement

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce and cut one set of the Large
Crayon Shapes and place the cards into a
basket. Integrate hands-on, multisensory
learning as you encourage the infants to
explore what is inside the basket. Show
excitement as the infants discover the
Crayon Shapes and pull them from the
basket. Model and demonstrate how

to shake the crayons high and low, etc.
Encourage infants to search for and shake
the Large Crayon Shapes along with you as
you sing. For added stimulation, play music
and invite infants to shake along with the
rhythm. Show sensitivity and respect to

individuals who may not wish to participate.
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Cognitive Development

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the infant to process your question and think about a response.
That was fun! Where could we find more crayons to shake all about?

Encourage infants to search for hidden or missing props, objects or materials as you provide gestures, hints
or clues to help them locate it.

| see you searching all around for the crayons.

We are looking for the big, paper crayons just like this orafl J& one. Where can they be?

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner as yo:= .nbed learning opportunities.
Hooray! You've found the basket, (infant’s name).
Look at you turning it upside down. Now, you’re dun ind Vie crayons on the carpet.

Compare similarities and differences in sha. s, lines and ou »r detai'” y identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, et that a. different from. 2" .evious material.

Now, | see lots of colorful crif 2ns ori. 9e gi. wnd.

They are all the same sizé€_ ad shape,) Ut ma, xdiffaf it colors.

Here is blue, green,g o and. eflova Such eaci .yon as you name the color.

Demonstrate how the pr ©. 'bjec. < material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of the item.
Watch ngyse my he \ds_ » sore. arough the colorful crayons.

Invite the infa. tc ~imic| our  tions or repeat the infant’s actions.
San you use_ xour< mnd . to sert and find your favorite color?

Fin ar . . 9ss Motor Development

Enco age infants to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each infant’s age and stage
cde! lopment.
Y« 4 are reaching for the yellow crayon. Go get it! You can do it. Scoot, scoot, scoot!

.omote hand-eye coordination through simple hand and finger play.
You did! It! Are you ready to shake it all about? Shake it up high! Shake it down low!

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Hokey Pokey
Sing the song below, replacing the color of the crayon.

You put the yellow crayon in. You take the yellow crayon out.
You put the yellow crayon in and you shake it all about.

You do the color Hokey Pokey and you turn yourself around.
That’s what it’s all about!!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Music and Movement

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Sit with the infant in your lap as you
encourage the infant to clap and
shake the Large Crayon Shape.

Place young infants on their backs
or tummies while you help them
to move their arms and legs to the
music.

Scatter Large Crayon Shapes on
the ground during tummy time.
Encourage the infant to reach and
grasp.

For Older Infants

Encourage mobile infants to march
fast and slow or shake their Crayon
Shape high and low.

Label the crayons by color.
Encourage the infant to find a certair
color.

Extend the Experience
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Play music and invite infants to shake
their crayon along with the rhythm.

Social and Emotional Development

Invite infants to connect to peers during play and exploration.
(Infant’s name), | see you pointing to your friend’s blue crayon. He is shaking it all about. Would you like
to hold a crayon and shake it, too?

Use the infant’s name and respectful language.
Please hold out your hand, (infant's name). | have a green crayon just for you.

Use a warm tone of voice to comfort infants while acknowledging emotions.
I’'m so glad you came over to move and shake, too. Wegfl ~"naving so much fun together!

Language Development

Create personal connections for infants as’ »u relate the p. o, object
experiences.
Look, (infant’s name)! You ardl "oiqir_\the' we crayon anaou are wearing blue socks. Blue crayon ...
blue socks. Blue, blue, bl

material to their lives or previous

Say the name or make © sour. of a7 oject as y. cncourage the infant to repeat it.
You are looking dovi ) ithos.  ue socks. Can you say /b/ ... /b/ ... blue?

Pause ... wai** ‘mitate. £ {d" vocc :ations or gestures using complete sentences.
Yes! Blue'_»Ci )

Us< variety ot oras ~ ¢ 'scribe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
se. Nihree frie_ws witi_ aree crayons.
ne ...\ W... thi. 2! Green, orange and blue!

Use! ' .alk to v cuss your actions, using descriptive language.
I\ 1\ holding a pretty purple crayon.
W tch me slowly and gently wave it up and down and all around.

I 2 descriptive language as you name or label the prop, object or material selected by the infant. Be sure to
—onnect it to the book, concept or theme.
Let’s slowly and gently shake our colorful crayon shapes together! Shake, shake, shake! Are you ready to
sing the color Hokey Pokey again?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Creative Connections

Interest Area:
Creative Connections

Title: Chalk Drawing
Learning Focus: Focused Attention;
Curiosity; Creativity; Imagination;

Communication; Vocabulary Development;

Early Writing; Sensory Exploration;
Perceptual Information

Prep Time: 5 minutes

Estimated Time: 2-3 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting, descriptive
words to describe the chalk (black, yellow,
blue, purple)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (paper, chalk)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of
the infant or that you model (scribble)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Black construction paper
e Chalk

e Tape
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Experience Starter

Select sensory, hands-on materials that promote child-initiated creativity.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Show infant the box of chalk and the paper.)
| have something fun for us to do today!

Watch and observe as you allow time for infants to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects. Follow
their gaze to find their interest.
Here comes (infant’s name) crawling over to investigate!

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the infant to explore the materials.
Shake the box of chalk. Shake, shake, shiake! Do you he. = that? Wos you like to explore with me?

Ask an engaging question to encourace inte st and curiosit. nt'" inaterials.
What do you think we will find Visiac his S all box?

Pause ... and wait for the infai ‘o respor . Ackr. vled® (nhe infant by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
Go ahead! Use your\ I\ ers tc. en the box.

Be flexible! F© ~wthele dea Hinte st of the infants as they show you how they engage with the materials.
Allow the dire ic of play to fu ow ti _ir interests.
Sasp! You'v. \ol: wha it of ¢ Yorful chalk!

Lai juas . Dev 'opment

Say { . name or inake the sound of an object as you encourage the infant to repeat it.
C alk is a new word. Try saying the word chalk with me. Ch ... alk.

P se.... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures, using complete sentences.
We see colorful chalk!

Clarify meaning of new word(s), using clear, simple language.
We can use chalk to draw and make colorful marks on this paper.

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
infant’s attention.
| see orange, yellow, blue and purple chalk!

Use a variety of words to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
This chalk is long and round.

Narrate and describe the infant’s actions, using descriptive language.
| see you reaching your two little arms toward the chalk. You are grabbing with your ten tiny fingers!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Creative Connections

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Tape the black construction paper to the
table or surface where infants will be using
chalk. Integrate hands-on, multisensory
learning as you encourage infants to grasp
the chalk, make marks and scribble on the
construction paper. Describe their actions
and label the different colors of chalk they
choose. Encourage infants to explore and
play with materials as you talk about their

actions. If an infant chooses not to interact,

that is okay!
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Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the infant is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
Oh! You chose the orange chalk!

Sensory Experience

Invite infants to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Would you like to draw on this black paper? Use the orange,chalk to make marks on the paper.

Acknowledge the infant’s choice of sensory exploration, 1< J descriptive language.
Oh! | like the long, wavy lines you are making withge ~orange chalk!

Cognitive Development

Demonstrate how the prop, object o= ~teria an be used. Ei 2 Je exploration and discovery of the item.
Using chalk to draw a beautiff “pictG, \is fe. ' Watch me hcid the chalk in my hand and draw circles.
My hand goes around ant_ round.

Encourage infants to us  vops, Yje~ . or materia n a playful way with an intended purpose.
Can you draw circlel o. wour', oer?

Initiate simg’ merimer sa. 'inve igations to see how things work.
If we add"_ fre Wt col rs ¢ shalk'.o our drawing, it will be beautiful and colorful.
‘mmm, | we \der< dhel | can'e find more chalk.

Exr >re  ~ether i aplay. ., easy-going manner as you embed learning opportunities.
ot’s se Wb tog her. Where, oh where can the chalk be hiding? You are right!
alt /s mo. polorful chalk inside the box.

Intro. ce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Y y've found (color) chalk. Now, we have two colors. One ... two. One is orange and one is (color).

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Place the prop, object or material just beyond the infant’s reach to encourage reaching and grasping with
hands and fingers.
| see you reaching for another piece of chalk. Which color will it be? Stretch your arm. Stretch. Stretch!
You did it!

Allow infants to find creative uses for a variety of writing tools: large crayons, large markers, finger paint or
modeling dough. Be sure to consider the age of the infants before choosing writing materials.

Oh! | like the way you are holding the chalk in your hand and moving it back and forth.

Look at all of those bright red marks on your paper!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Creative Connections

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Infants

Place the infant in your lap and
encourage them to reach and grasp
the chalk. Label the color of the chalk
they choose.

Place the infant on their tummy and
encourage them to reach for the
colorful chalk box.

Hold the infant in your lap. Using
hand over hand assistance, help them
make marks on the paper.

For Older Infants
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Count how many different colors
of chalk the infant has used on the
paper.

Describe the marks or patterns you
see on the paper.

Social and Emotional Development

Invite infants to observe expressions of peers by acknowledging feelings of others.
(Infant’s name) is crinkling his nose and looking at his hands. He has colorful chalk on his hands.
He is not feeling happy.

Observe and acknowledge the reactions of each infant. Demonstrate awareness and responsiveness to the
needs of the infant.

[ can tell you are feeling upset that you have chalk on your hands, (infant’s name).

You and | will go wipe off your hands together.

Respond to feelings of infants by labeling the emotion.= Jits cause.
You did not like the dusty chalk on your hands. It mi_ ¥e you ff “upset.
Now, we have wiped them off and they are clean anc. 4
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Reproducibles

Language Builder / Language Starter / Colorful Object Car.s

Book Experience / Interactive Storytelling / Whita Mice Carc

Book Experience / Interactive Storytelline”, Coi rec dice Cards

Book Experience / Interactive Story . ling “ aint Jar Cards

Literacy Builder / Rhyme Tit =2, Larc = C ayor: Shapes

Literacy Builders / L| ‘es, ‘hape. & Pictures, Too! / Square Color Cards
Physical| Yevelormen / Move My Body / Colored Footprints

Physical Developr' 2nt / Music and Movement/ Large Crayon Shapes
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Colorful Object Cards
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Colored Mice Cards

White Mice Cards
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Paint Jars Cards
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arge Crayon Shapes
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Large Crayon Shapes
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Square Color Cards
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Colored Footprints
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