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Language Builder:
Discovery Time

Title: Nature Discovery
Learning Focus: Joint Attention; Sensory
Exploration; Exploration; Discovery

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe the nature items (round, green)
Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (rock, leaf)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (reach, dig)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Discovery Bin (bin or basket)
* Sand

¢ Nature items (rock, leaf, twigs,
bark, shell)

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Discovery Time

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Grab the sand with both hands and slowly
let it fall back down into the Discovery Bin.)
Discovery time! Let’s look and see.
Discovery time for you and me!
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
| see you peeking inside the Discovery Bin.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials o.  _jects.
Look at this sand! Would you like to reach k_side and play:
Ask an engaging question to encourac wrest. ad curiosity i
What do you think we will findgf Zide?
Pause ... and wait for the toddler\ respon: Acknc 'es" :the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
A beach! You are smart. | € ad sk s in the sand at the beach.
You might fint hell, keé y s& xchir
Be flexible! Follow e. ~d ar {inu ‘est uf the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materiale  ''ow the ¢ »ctic 2o olay o follow their interests.
You a e r&é ¥aing the sand ©0ck and forth in your hands.
You n\ st like w.way. shat rough, grainy sand feels.

" _ materials.

*w.._nac * Development

Use se! talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
o digging with my hands and fingers in the rough, grainy sand. Dig, dig, dig!
| am picking up a smooth, round rock.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can you say /t/ ... /t/ ... round rock?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Sand is covering this round rock.
Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.
| am using my fingers to dust off the round rock.
It feels bumpy. Would you like to touch and feel the bumpy rock?
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Select safe, age-appropriate and exciting
objects to promote exploration of nature
among toddlers. If you do not have the
materials suggested for this experience, go
outside and gather different items found

in nature. Select stimulating materials for
toddlers to touch, hold and squeeze as
hands-on, multisensory learning is ideal
when introducing toddlers to new concepts
and materials. Place the selected items in
the Discovery Bin, covered with sand and
prompt toddlers to use their imaginations
as you touch and explore together. Be
enthusiastic! Your smile and tone of voice will
create excitement in this indoor or outdoor
experience.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Discovery Time

Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.

Rocks form mountains. Mountains are big, big rocks that reach up to the sky.
Create personal connections for toddlers as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or
previous experiences.

(Toddler’s name), you have been to the big, tall mountains.

You went on a trip to the mountains with your family.
Use descriptive language as you name or label the object or material selected by the toddler. Be sure to
connect the material to the book, concept or theme.

| see you looking back inside the Discovery Bin. Let’s find anothag ock and build a tall, rocky mountain together.

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the p: 0, object or I terial.
Reach inside and dig around. Look for anotii x rock that is% wmad “nd round.
Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of" _ns. ' ex, oration using .escriptive language.
Gasp! You've found a big, rouf rock.

Fine and Gross Moto . 2ve. \pment

Promote hand-eye '« xdinati nt. ougl imple hand and finger play.
Let’s use our har_'s t€ wtac, \the_wall rock on top of the big rock.

Sing| sc tocrec »excie aent. Sing to the tune of: The Bear Went Over the Mountain

W \aret ing & mountain!
A\ {ond roCiPmountain.
We are building @ mountain!
Hol tall will it be?

Gr ot stacking! Our mountain is two rocks high.

_drage toddlers to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each toddler’s age and
stage of development.

Let’s stand up and reach high ... high ... high for the tallest mountain.
Demonstrate how toddlers can use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control
and coordination.

Watch me stretch my body and reach up high.

Can you do it, too?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Discovery Time

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

For younger toddlers, place fewer
nature items inside the Discovery Bin.
Describe each one as they find it.
Point out similarities and differences.

If toddlers do not like sand, substitute
shredded paper or other sensory
materials, encouraging them to search
and discover new objects.

For Older Toddlers

Encourage toddlers to label the nature
item. If they need assistance, label the
item and encourage them to repeat
the word.

Add more nature items to the
Discovery Bin. Have toddlers sort like
items by size, texture or shape.

Describe the features of all the nature
items and encourage toddlers to  find
them.

Extend the Experience

Add small brushes, spoons or sand
toys for the toddlers to use to dig for
nature items.

Reproduce and cut one set of Small
Nature Photograph Cards and
encourage toddlers to match the
nature item to its photograph.

Cognitive Development

Prompt toddlers to engage in matching, sorting or classifying of props, objects or materials.
First, we found round rocks. Now, let’s see if we can find another nature item.
You can dig in the sand with me.
Is this green leaf a nature item? Yes, green leaves are part of nature!

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making

comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the toddler to process your question and think about a response.
Where do we find leaves? Pause.
Green leaves grow on bushes and trees.
Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines an¢
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different fr
This green leaf is flat and smooth. The rocks were rouna
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material" n be used. Ei
the item.
When leaves fall from the treesf ey float Yow:
Watch me hold this leaf um hig and drgf it.
It is falling!
Encourage toddlers to use tl *, op, ¢ iect or material to explore how things move and work.

-ner details by identifying distinguishing
1 the cvious material.

2 bumpy. Gan you feel the difference?
ouraos’ aploration and discovery of

down_addown to the ground.

Would you lik hold thii\es wp hi. 2 and drop it like me?

Allow toddlers ton wve reely s tl. / develop body, spatial and perceptual awareness.
[ likef way yous ke St g up to drop the leaf down ... down ... down.
It felk na< Wland fe

Social a d Emotional Development

_wovial. »p| rtunities to for toddlers demonstrate their growing understanding of emotions.
Wt happens if | scoop up a little sand and drop it on your hands?
asp! You giggle and smile!
Create a positive learning environment. Smile and laugh as you pretend and play together.
Digging in the sand with you is so much fun!
Use a warm tone of voice to comfort toddlers while acknowledging emotions.
Look at you reaching back inside my Discovery Bin. You are excited to explore these new nature items.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Super Searcher

Language Builder:
Super Searcher

Title: | Spy the Sun,
I Spy the Moon

Learning Focus: Joint Attention; Sensory
Exploration; Object Permanence; Similarities
and Differences; Math: Matching, Sorting or
Classifying; Imitation

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 5-7 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Interesting words used to describe
objects (fluffy, shiny)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (cloud, star)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (float, twinkle)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

»  Craft supplies (scissors, construction
paper, glue, aluminum foil,
cotton balls)

e Reproducible: Sky Photograph Cards
¢ Reproducible: Moon

e Reproducible: Stars

¢ Reproducible: Clouds

* Reproducible: Sun

* Basket

10

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Place your hands over your brow as you
pretend to search for something.)
Something is hiding. Something is hiding.
What can it be? What can it be?
Somewhere in the classroom! Somewhere in the classroom!
Let’s look and see! Let’s look and see!
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investics _"and explore the props, toys or objects.
| see you looking up and looking down, (toddler’s naas .

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to ex the  aterials.

| can see you are ready to searal “Woula\ ou I \to explage together?
Ask an engaging question to.encc age ints :st anc ur Uity in the materials.

What do you think we w,_nd?\_hat “Should we o0k first?
Pause ... and wait for the toc Ik to re »ond. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal respont

You are pointing ¥ovmd th o\ bIC ks, Lét’s investigate!
Be flexik® Follow tl. leac »n inteiest of the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materials. Allc. »the dirc tion C. play to follow their interests.

[ like &t 2 way Lare\ wlling the blocks off the shelf, one by one.

*w.._nac * Development

Use a Vv riety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
uasp! / spy something white and fluffy! Do you see it, too?
Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.
This is a fluffy, white cloud. It feels soft and fuzzy.
Narrate the toddler’s actions using descriptive language.
You are rubbing your fingers on the fluffy, white cloud. Back and forth, back and forth.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can you say /t/ ... // ... fluffy cloud?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Yes! These are fluffy clouds from the sky.
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Using the craft supplies, create a bright yellow
sun from construction paper, textured clouds
from cotton balls, a moon and textured stars
using shiny foil. Get creative! Using hands-

on, multisensory learning when introducing
toddlers to new concepts and materials is
ideal. Be sure to talk about the way the sun,
stars, moon and clouds look and feel. If you do
not have access to materials to create these
items, use the reproducible images provided.
Hide these items around the classroom and
encourage toddlers to search for them. As
you invite toddlers to search for the hidden
moon, sun, stars and clouds, create a playful
experience with songs and chants. As toddlers
find each object, share your enthusiasm for
their accomplishments by acknowledging
their actions and using facial expressions that
match your excitement.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Super Searcher

Clarify meaning of new word(s) using clear, simple language.

Clouds float high in the sky. Sometimes they are white and sometimes they are gray.

Clouds change shape and color as they float by.
Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the toddler is showing interest in a prop, object
or material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.

| see you looking all around.

Let’s put these clouds in the basket and go find something else that floats high up in the sky!

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object. - materia!
We see stars floating in the sky. Can you help me find a. Yasd

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to t. . tune of: Row. 2ow, Ro .our Boat

Search, search, search with me
I’'m looking near and far.

Look all around the room.
We’'re searching for .

Acknowledge the taddler’s ¢ o. 2 of . 1sory exploration using descriptive language.
! like the way § o movi g ¢ Karol. W the room and searching with your bright, (color) eyes.
Gasp! You've foc o tar

Cognit. 'e b =loy, nent

Introduce | .chematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Cve\ \und a shiny star with so many points. Let’s touch and count the points on this star together.
On\ \.. &L o ... three ... four ... five shiny points.
Explor together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
oiars twinkle in the night.
They give us light in the dark sky!
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
Watch me use my fingers to twinkle, twinkle. Twinkle ... twinkle. Hold your hands up and wiggle your
fingers.
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
Can you twinkle, twinkle like me?
Initiate simple experiments and investigations to see how things work.
Do you think we can see the stars in the sky now?
Let’s look out the window and see.
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Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

Hide the nature items in a smaller area
of the classroom so they are easier for
toddlers to find.

Encourage toddlers to repeat the
name of the nature item as you say it.

For Older Toddlers

Hide the nature items throughout the
classroom so the older toddlers must
move all around to find them.

After finding all of the items,
encourage toddlers to hide them
around the room for a classmate
to find.

Extend the Experience

12

Reproduce and cut one set of Sky
Photograph Cards. One will be a
daytime sky and the other a nighttime
sky. As the toddlers find nature items,
match them to the photograph of the
correct sky (i.e., stars and moon are
found in the nighttime sky).

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Super Searcher

Demonstrate how objects or materials fit together or work together in different ways.
We can’t see the star in the sky because it is daytime. When it’s light outside, stars are hidden.
Watch me hide this shiny star behind my back. Pause.
Here it is.

Encourage toddlers to use props, objects or materials in a playful way, with an intended purpose.
Can you hide this star behind your back?

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Encourage toddlers to use their hands in different ways (pa" _, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Drop this star into the basket with the cloud.
Assist or support toddlers as they explore new actions suc as
standing, running and jumping.
Now, let’s pretend to catch a star.
Jump up and reach for the stars_ i vie'S_x wit. yme. Jump arrreach. Jump and reach.

_nding down, moving from sitting to

Social and Emotion: Dev. ‘e’ .nent

Create a sense of brlonging' y . ‘tiatit positive interactions and relationships with peers and caregivers.

| spy somethiri wvwmsee hith iri he sh )/t is hiding in our Book Basket.

Let’s [nvite a fries ¥ tEMelp\ s lo¢
Increase ¢ “dence k ackr. * =2dging the actions or responses of the toddler.

| see \ vo I Mels sec. shing In the Book Basket together, pulling out books one by one.

serve ¢ d 2 .ic ‘~dge the reactions of each toddler. Demonstrate awareness and responsiveness to
the needs | (he toddler.
wve \\und it! | can tell you are both feeling excited that you've found the bright, golden sun.
We re laving so much fun searching for things we see floating high in the sky.

-.ie toddler is interested, continue searching until all nature items have been explored.

© 2024. The Nemours Foundation. Nemours Children’s Health® and Nemours Children’s Reading BrightStart!® are registered trademarks of The Nemours Foundation. J12024 (04/24)



Caregiver Strategies in Action: Language Starter

Language Builder:
Language Starter

Title: Pictures of Nature

Learning Focus: Conversation; Vocabulary
Development; Print Awareness; Sensory
Exploration; Fine Motor: Hands-On Exploration
Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Use interesting words to describe
the pictures (green, long, prickly)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (grass, insect, grasshopper)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (hop, buzz, fly)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Insect Photograph Cards
(bumblebee, grasshopper, butterfly,
ladybug, firefly, ant)

e Reproducible: Green Grass (from Large
Nature Photograph Cards)

* Basket

Experience Starter

Select a high contrast photograph or a real-life prop or object that encourages investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Gently shake basket back and forth in your
hands to engage the interest of the toddlers.)
Pictures, pictures, everywhere!
Some are here and some are there.
Can you pick one for us to share?
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
| see you looking at all the pictures in the basket.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore tf. materials.

There are so many colorful pictures

Would you like to choose one2
Ask an engaging question to.encc age int7 :st anc ur’ Uity in the materials.

What do you think we w oy irk. had viotographs:
Pause ... and wait for the toc Ik to re »ond. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal respont

That is right! Tri NS<R/Ctu 2 oI\ xeen‘grass.
Be flexik’ Follow tl. leac »n inteiest of the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materials. AllC. »the dirc tion C. play to follow their interests.

[ like &t 2 way Lare\ ybbing your finger on the picture of the green grass.

' 'a¢ * Development

Say the¢ 1ame or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
) ../9/...green /9/ ... /9/ ... grass. Can you say that with me?

Green grass!
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.

You said that so nicely. There is so much green grass in this picture.
Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.

Green grass Is a plant that covers the ground. Some grass is soft and other grass can be prickly.
Create personal connections for toddlers as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or
previous experiences.

We sat in the green grass on the playground while we were playing outside yesterday.
Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.

Grass grows in tiny lines called blades.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Language Starter

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce, cut and laminate one set of
Insect Photograph Cards and gather the
image of green grass from the Large Nature
Photograph Cards. Place the cards inside the
basket and use your enthusiasm to engage
the interest of the toddlers. Introduce each
photograph, describing the specific features,
similarities and differences. As you integrate
hands-on learning during this experience,
invite each toddler to choose an insect from
the basket. Encourage them to tell you what
they see in the photograph.

14

Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
| am tracing each long, green grass blade with my finger.
Green grass, green grass, everywhere!

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
There are still so many pictures to explore. Would you like to pick another one?
Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration usina® escriptive language.
Oh, my! This is a picture of a big, green grasshopper.

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going mannc as you embe lea=" .i\g opportunities.

A grasshopper is an insect. Someif 'es<_ A\ can shem bugs!
Ask questions that encourage thit .ngandr’ soni. :skills« Joblem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and v it for »e tod" er to prc 5 your question and think about a response.

Where can we find insec, 5. Rausk

Insects live in nature. We'\ ‘n¢_sheni \the grass, trees and dirt.

They crawl, ho, =i Lfly!
Compare similaritie. nu ‘iffe 2nce n shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characte, 5¢ =.(color, i gth, , etc.) that are different from the previous material.

This & assrik Wner is\ e same color as the grass. They are both green!

monstr e b /. nroy, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
sshi apers like to hop. Watch me hop this picture of a grasshopper into the basket.

Hoj ho.=; hop.
Encor’ .ge toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.

vWould you like to try to hop the grasshopper into the basket, like me?
Prompt toddlers to engage in matching, sorting or classifying of props, objects or materials.

Can you look at the pictures in the basket and find another insect?

Is this tree an insect? No!

Is this an insect? Yes!
Encourage toddlers to imitate the actions of others.

This is @ bumble bee. They buzz ... buzz ... buzz through the air.

Can you buzz, too?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Language Starter

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

Spread the Insect Photograph Cards
around the learning area, close
enough so they can see each card but
far enough to encourage movement.
As you describe an insect or nature
item, encourage toddlers to find

the picture.

For Older Toddlers

Hide the Insect Photograph Cards
around the room. Encourage toddlers
to find a card and bring it back to you
so you can describe the insect.

Extend the Experience

Create a second set of Insect
Photograph Cards to play a matching
game. Hide one set of cards around the
room. Invite toddlers to choose a card
and move in search of the photograph.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Demonstrate how toddlers can use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control
and coordination.
Bees use their wings to fly.
Watch me use my arms to balance and fly like a bumblebee.
Encourage toddlers to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each toddler’s age and
stage of development.
| like the way you are flapping your arms like wings, too.
Can you flap them quickly? Pause.
Now, flap them slow ... ly.

Social and Emotional Developmet

Invite toddlers to connect to peers dur '‘ay ¢ 1 exploration.

Look at (toddler’s name) watchf 5 you b =z lik_ %3 bee.
Let’s ask her to come andsmovi ke a bid ) too.

Identify the toddler’s feelin. . nd e " _empathy w.ch appropriate language.
| see a big smile on her f& e She IS. =2eling happy to buzz like a bee with you.
Let’s give her wndly hich 15 %/

Increase awareness t . ‘f-ide tity Vv reterring to the toddler by name.

(Todf s's name)\ ad (e Bl =r’s riame) are buzzing like bees.
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Language Builder:
Walk and Talk!

Title: Nature Walk

Learning Focus: Joint Attention;
Conversation; Vocabulary Development;
Sensory Exploration; Perceptual Information;
Fine Motor: Hands-On Exploration

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe nature objects and photographs
(big, blue)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (ocean, leaves)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (blow, rake)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Large Nature
Photograph Cards

e Sensory nature items (items
from nature represented in the
large photographs, i.e., seashells,
leaves, etc.)

* Basket

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Walk and Talk!

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Shake your basket of sensory nature items
as you sing or chant the words below.)
Nature here and nature there. | see nature everywhere!
Nature, nature, all around. Let’s explore to see what we’ve found!
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
Gasp! Look at you coming to see what nature items | have insigle this basket.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials.

Oh, my! This is a seashell. Would you like t&_hse your finge. o feeldt & bumpy shell?
Ask an engaging question to encourac wrest. ad curiosity i "~ materials.

What do you think we can do € Vi this se sher
Pause ... and wait for the toddler\ respon: Acknc 'es" :the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.

That is right! The beach ¢ \ti. hoceo \/s full of beautiful shells.

Let’s look arof st these vic xes G the wall and see if we can find the beach.
Be flexible! Follow e. ~d ar {inu ‘est uf the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materiale  ''ow the ¢ »ctic 2o olay o follow their interests.

| like ¥ ow< Wi are I ding €iito the seashell.

I will ¢ rry tB - sket, nd you carry the seashell as we walk and talk about nature.

*w.._nac * Development

Use a Vv riety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
e a picture with sand and waves across the room. That must be a picture of the beach.
Let’s investigate!
Narrate and describe the toddler’s actions using descriptive language.
| am touching the soft, white sand with my fingers.
Now, | am touching the wavy, blue water.
Clarify meaning of new word(s) using clear, simple language.
The wavy, blue water is the ocean.
The waves are salty and go up and down, up and down.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can you say big ocean?
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce one set of the large Nature
Photograph Cards and hang them in various
indoor or outdoor locations. Gather the
recommended sensory nature items and
place them in a basket. Engage toddlers

in a fun matching game as you explore
nature together. Walk from photograph to
photograph, exploring the different places
you see. Create excitement during the walk as

you integrate hands-on, multisensory learning.

Invite toddlers to choose a sensory nature
item from the basket and match it to the
nature location where it can be found.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Walk and Talk!

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.

Many different animals live in the big ocean.
Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.

Look! | have a small bag of sand inside my basket.

Let’s feel the soft, white sand together.
Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the toddler is showing interest in a prop, object or
material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.

| see you looking inside my basket. Go ahead and reach insiq‘

Will you find something else from the beach?

Sensory Experience

Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory « »loration usii. .des" ptive language.
Oh! You’ve found so many big, g “ried. Bs.

Invite toddlers to touch, hold ori .dle the | op, ¢ ‘ect or .aterial.
Rub this leaf with your figsers. s feelsaf “Ooth.

Cognitive De' ‘opme¢ nt

Initiate simple expe. me. -an !inv. tigations to see how things work.
Do yi " ink these ‘eavel s me from the beach? Pause.
Are ti ere aw Witrees i \his picture of the beach?

Nlore t¢ etk 1. mlayul, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
No! W ind leaves on bushes and trees in the forest.
= ~ge Hddlers to search for hidden or missing props, objects or materials as you provide gestures,

hints or lue.to help them locate it.
Lat x around the room. Do you see a picture of a forest?
rou will see many green leaves on trees.
Invite the toddler to mimic your actions or repeat the toddler’s actions.
| see the forest way over there.
Can you walk quickly like me?
Introduce mathematical concepts, such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
There are so many trees in this picture. Some are short trees and some are tall trees.
Count them with me. One ... two ... three ... four ... five ... six ... seven ... eight ... nine ... ten trees in
the forest.
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Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

* Provide one nature item that
represents one nature location. Assist
the toddler as they match the item to
its location in nature.

For Older Toddlers

* Provide several nature items in
the basket. As you pull them out,
encourage the toddler to determine
their location in nature.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Walk and Talk!

Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.

Leaves, like these, grow on trees. Sometimes they fall to the ground.

We can use a rake and rake them into a pile. Watch me use my hand to rake these leaves into a pile.
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.

Can you use your hands to rake these leaves?

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Assist or support toddlers as they explore new actions suck” .5 bending down, moving from sitting to
standing, running and jumping.

Sometimes the wind blows leaves off the trees.

Let’s stand and pretend to blow the leavesghff of the tree. a the forgd ) Blow the leaves.
Encourage toddlers to use their hands in differ. £ ways (poke, urn< o, lift, squeeze, push or drop).

Could we pretend to shake the lea s C._ ¥he\_ »es, too? Paus .

Shake ... shake ... shake.

Social and Emotiona L »ve. bment

Invite toddlers to. . *ve ex} ‘est ns ¢ »eers by acknowledging feelings of others.
Look at (toddlelk yar ) p. 2kine into my basket. Her face tells me she is feeling curious.
She’s windering i at sre i/l find in my basket.
Respond' > fee as of . ddlers by labeling the emotion and its cause.
| see & »iadl e . yCar face! Reaching into the basket makes you feel happy!
Use the to. .ier’s name and respectful language.
ahe, ! Reach back inside my basket.
Tha k yiou, (toddler’s name) for playing so nicely with me and your friend, (friend’s name) today.
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Book Expcinence
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Book Experience:
Book Look

Title: | See Nature Everywhere!
Learning Focus: Increased Confidence;
Focused Attention; Joint Attention; Book
Handling Skills; Discovery; Fine Motor: Grasp
and Reach

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe nature (white, puffy)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (cloud, rain)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (falling)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

* Book Basket (bin or basket)

Select Books

e Books with high contrast
photographs and illustrations of
different nature objects

Suggested Titles

e National Geographic Kids Look
and Learn: Look Outside! -
National Geographic Kids

e National Geographic Kids Look and
Learn: Bugs - National Geographic Kids

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Book Look

Experience Starter

Select a variety of books that relate to the theme or concept of nature. Be sure to include books with high
contrast photographs or illustrations of nature.
Initiate interactions by showing the Book Basket in an interesting way. (Place your hands over your brow
and pretend to search for something.)
! am looking. | am looking.
For our books. For our books.
Can you find them? Can you find them?
Let’s go look! Let’s go look!
Show genuine excitement and interest for the books as:
| am looking over here, and | am looking over there. | a
Here they are! Our books are in this basket!

4 model book handling skills.
lookid Jin this basket.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler . explore he boc .

| see many books inside basr. L4860 ay. | wonderwhat these books are about.
Would you like to exploré w9 me:
Ask an engaging stion to. nC 'rage aterest and curiosity in the books.

What will we s i< Ble wit ) ou. Byes:
Pause .... ‘wait for hetu 'di rtolespond. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbe res, mnse.
/seey \u rea

20 inS Ve the Book Basket. | can tell you are excited to look at these books today.

As< permi 7 .ito rec the book before acting on your decision to read. Be aware of cues and
bodr-langu gje.
We Nd § \u like to open these books and read with me?

~..cracy Development

Direct the toddler’s attention to a photograph, image or word.

Look at the picture on the front of this book. It’s upside down.

We can’t read a book upside down. That is silly!
Demonstrate book handling skills, inviting toddlers to handle books with you.

Watch how [ turn the book until it is right side up so we can read the words and see the pictures.
Invite the toddler to mimic your action, touching the photograph, image or word.

Would you like to try turning the book like me? Pause.

Turn ... turn ... turn. The picture is right side up again.

Let’s explore this book together.
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather four to five books, in a variety of
genres, related to the theme of nature,

and place them in a Book Basket. Choose
books with brightly colored photographs or
illustrations. We recommmend interactive flap
books, cloth or plastic books and books that
have sounds or different textures. Include
books that are sturdy and safe for toddlers
to handle. Sit closely with the toddler as you
look at the books together. Introduce different
objects found in the book, demonstrating
book handling skills. Use a tone of voice
that helps toddlers hear your excitement

for reading.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Book Look

Language Development

Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the toddler is showing interest in a prop, object
or material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
Look at the fluffy, white clouds in this book. | see the bright, golden sun in that book.
These books must all be about nature.
Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.
| am tapping these fluffy, white clouds. Can you tap the fluffy4wvhite clouds, too?
Narrate and describe the toddler’s actions using descriptive!® .guage.
You are moving your finger around and around the flg , white cloud.
Clarify meaning of new word(s) using clear, simple languz. 2.
Cloud's float high in the sky. Sometimes they are white ai. = sometimessthey are gray.
Rain and snow come from clouds in the sKj
Say the name or make the sound of ar, =t a¢ ou encourage ' . coddler to repeat it.
The white puffy clouds are floaif "g by thy golc. w sun. Caéyou say golden sun?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vo lization’ Or gest e’ .ing complete sentences.
The golden sun is big an,_auna. el race it witfrour finger.
Use a variety of words, signs > estu s to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
The golden s = Wines so\ vig. iana. wves us light during the day.

Fine a <« Gross . ‘otc  development

Encourag toda. ~tor. <h and grasp with hands and fingers as they explore the prop, object or material.
Let’s £ =40 70 to" Weh into the book and pull out the bright, golden sun with our fingers.
Pull ... k.l ... pull!
_sist 1su oort toddlers as they explore new actions such as bending down, moving from sitting to
standin | running and jumping.
i€ Vs stand up and toss, toss, toss the golden sun high up in the sky.

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Where can we see more nature?
Yes, in our book! Go ahead and turn the page!
Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
You did it! Nice job turning the page.
Look at all the cool, pouring rain coming down on this page.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Book Look

Cognitive Development

Modifications and Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.

Adaptations This is a picture of rain falling on the green grass. Rain ... rain ... rain!
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
For Younger Toddlers the item.
» Encourage toddlers to select the book The rain in this photograph is falling, falling, falling from the sky.
independently from the Book Basket. Watch me wiggle my fingers from the sky to the floor like rain.
Follow their lead and talk about the Drip ... drop. Drip ... drop.
pages where they stop and pause as Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to ex:* _re how things move and work.
they turn. Can you make rain with your little, wiggly fingers, toGa
< Name the item on the page as you Drip ... drop. Drip ... drop.
model how to touch the matching Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills ¢~ ~olem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
picture and then encourage the comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the toddlei. » process yot questic "and think about a response.
toddler to touch the picture. Use Why do you think rain is an importa <t o1 ature? Pause.
hand over hand assistance to help The grass and trees need wategl 7 grow.\ he ra_\agives tham all the water they need.
e kel =i Sing a song to create exa=mei . Sing+ he tunc >~ <ow, Row, Row Your Boat
For Older Toddlers i Rain, rain, falling dow ¥

Falling froatthe sky.
Drip ... dro; \elw.... dri o.
The grass isS at s<wlry.

¢ Encourage the toddler to name the
nature item seen within the pages of

the book.
Encourac tc ‘llersto r~arch r hidden or missing props, objects or materials as you provide gestures,

hintsorcl 2sto: =~the \locate it
| thinky g0 &'is a . »bow hiding somewhere in my book. Can you help me find it?
A _raink w is a colorful arch we see in the sky after it rains.

<imox_‘rai.  how objects or materials fit together or work together in different ways.

Wa :h me turn the pages and search for the colorful rainbow.

Enc- age toddlers to use props, objects or materials in a playful way, with an intended purpose.
Can you turn the pages and peek?
Turn ... turn ... turn.
Gasp! You've found the hidden rainbow.

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Look at these bright colors in this rainbow.
Let’s count them. One ... two ... three ... four ... five ... six ... seven bright colors.
Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet!

¢ Name a nature item and encourage the
toddler to find that nature item in the
book independently.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Book Look

Social and Emotional Development

Invite toddlers to observe expressions of peers by acknowledging feelings of others.
Our friend, (friend’s name) is having so much fun turning the pages and looking at pictures of nature today!
Looking at books makes him feel excited!

Observe and acknowledge the reactions of each toddler. Demonstrate awareness and responsiveness to

the needs of the toddler.
Look at the smile on your face! Reading books makes you feel happy, too!

Use the toddler’s name and respectful language.
Thank you, (toddler’s name), for looking at the books withé 'c today. It makes me happy!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Talk and Read Together

Book Experience:
Talk and Read Together

Title: Our Favorite Things

in Nature

Learning Focus: Positive Relationships;
Focused Attention; Curiosity; Joint Attention;
Conversation; Book Handling Skills;
Exploration; Perceptual Information

Prep Time: 5-7 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe nature (high, cool)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (mountain, lake)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (climb, swim)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Personal photographs (of toddlers and
their favorite nature item)

e Child-safe photo album

*  Book Basket (bin or basket)

Select Books

* Self-made books (with personal
photographs of familiar peers and
familiar nature items)

Suggested Titles

e On the Night You Were Born (Board
Book) - Nancy Tillman

e Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me -
Eric Carle

25

Experience Starter

Select a variety of books that relate to the theme or concept of nature. Be sure to include books with high
contrast photographs and self-made books filled with images of familiar people and nature.
Initiate interactions by showing the Book Basket in an interesting way. (Pat your hands on the sides of your
Book Basket as you sing or chant the words below.)

Big books, little books, what is inside?

Come look and see what we find!
Show genuine excitement and interest for the books as you mod=l book handling skills.

Oh, my! You’ve found a book! Let’s look together to see wgl Zit is about.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore tf. books.

Let’s look at the front cover of the A4 It [\ Wwicture of the .

There is blue water and greendd a. Woui \yous ke to exatore the book together?
Ask an engaging question to.encc age ints :stanc wus Uity in the books.

| see many faces all arou.  the € thf °0 you recoynize any of these sweet faces?

Whose sweet faces will W 2 & w tog. ther?
Pause ... and wait *he tod( 'er »res, nd. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response

| see L pointing. w a L tu 2 of cur friend, (friend’s name). This must be our classroom book about nature.
Ask pern ssic ‘o reac Ye bo. .« before acting on your decision to read. Be aware of cues and
hody lang age.

Woulc € Vlike tG 2ad this book together?

Liter: :y vevelopment

niv== che toddler’s attention to a photograph, image or word.
Here is the title of the book. This says, Our Favorite Things from Nature.
| am tapping the title of the book with my finger.
Invite the toddler to mimic your action, touching the photograph, image or word.
Can you find the title of our book and tap it with your finger? Pause.
| see you looking for the title.
Gasp! You've found it. That is the title.
Demonstrate book handling skills, inviting toddlers to handle books with you.
Watch me open ... open ... open the book with my hands.
Would you like to help me open the book?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Talk and Read Together

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Create a class book, Our Favorite Place in
Nature, about nature. Request photographs
from families or take photographs of the
toddlers holding their favorite nature item.
Insert photographs into a photo album. If you
do not have the suggested materials, create a
class book from resealable, plastic bags. Begin
by attaching the photos of toddlers to a solid
piece of cardstock. Label each page with the
toddler’s name and the name of the place or
object. Place each page into a clear plastic
bag, seal it, and fasten the bags together

with tape. Sit closely with the toddler as you
explore the self-made book together, initiating
conversations about the different friends or
objects they see in each photograph. Use a
tone of voice that helps toddlers hear your
excitement for reading.

26

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
You did it! You’ve opened the book to a page with a picture of our friend, (friend’s name).
Our friend is holding a big rock in his hands. | see bigger rocks by his feet.
Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
All the rocks in this picture look round and bumpy. This rock is big and this rock is huge!
Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problam-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the toddler to process yor juestion and think about a response.
Where do you think our friend, (friend’s name) is in thi Jicture? Pause.
He is standing on a big mountain with so many rocks.
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. L Jurage exrloration and discovery of
the item.
Mountains are huge rocks that reach 2P the sky.
People like to climb the mountalt 5"and IC, k at\_\the beaatiful nature around them.
Watch me pretend to climb, clii. 9, climbt “big m wal .
Encourage toddlers to use ti . Yyop, Y _.or materic. to explore how things move and work.
Show me how you would\ i a ri_wntain, (toddler’s name).
Allow toddlers to 2 freely 3is'. =2y du =lop body, spatial and perceptual awareness.
| like the way yo_aremrete, ding o craw! up the mountain.
Invite the . ddlertor mic _ ~u actions or repeat the toddler’s actions.
lam & aing mnturn i \page o see what other favorite things in nature we find. Lift ... lift ... lift.
Can y¢ « turp nage wst like me?

Lan_nac  Development

Use self .alk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
lg ) touching the picture of our friend, (friend’s name) on this page with my long, gentle finger.
I am using my big, (color) eyes to look all around and find her.
Now, | am using my finger to touch the picture of (toddler’s name).
Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.
This is a picture of (toddler’s name) holding a picture of a big lake.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
A lake is full of water. Can you say big lake?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Yes! This big lake is filled with cool water.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Talk and Read Together

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

As you sit and read together,
encourage the toddler to say the
name of the friend in the picture as
you tell them the name of the friend’s
favorite thing in or about nature.

Help young toddlers connect

the picture of peers to the peers

in person.

Look! This is a picture of our friend
(friend’s name). She is sitting right
next to you today.

For Older Toddlers

27

As you sit and read together,
encourage the toddler to say the
name of the friend as well as the
nature item their friend is standing
near or holding.

Place nature objects around the room
and encourage the toddler to match
them to the images that appear in
the book.

Encourage the toddler to point to the
friend who is pictured in the book.

| see (toddler’s name) holding

a big rock. Where is our friend
(friend’s name)?

Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Animals and people can swim in cool, blue water of lakes and ponds.
Create personal connections for toddlers as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or
previous experiences.
You love to splash in the water, (toddler’s name). | bet the lake is your favorite part of nature.

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or mat« al.
We have seen a picture of a mountain and a lake. Will w4 "nd more?
Why don’t you turn the page and let’s find out!

Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration :ir< _escriptive language.
| see you peeking at the next page with yagk bright, (colC. \eyes. WhaHdo you see?

Fine and Gross Motor De» _iopn 'nt

Encourage toddlers to use ' irha 1Isin <" .erent w. poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Gasp! / see more cool we = \This € big salty ocean.
Can you use yoav finger i\t ch ti \icture of the big, salty ocean?
Demonstrate how C ‘'ersca usc their »dies in different ways to promote balance, control
and coordination.
Watc VW muse my xms ¢
Can ). u swi 2
~ourag. tod ai. ~usc their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each toddler’s age and
stage of de ciopment.
t js\ seat swimming! You are moving your arms quickly.

* etend to swim in the ocean.

S~ al and Emotional Development

Invite toddlers to connect to peers during play and exploration.
Our friend, (friend’s name) is pretending to swim in the ocean.
| see a big smile on her face.
Increase awareness of self-identity by referring to the toddler by name.
(Toddler’s name), you are having fun and feeling happy using your arms to swim, swim, swim!
Create a positive learning environment. Smile and laugh as you pretend and play together.
Swimming, climbing and learning about nature is so much fun.
Let’s see what more we will find inside this book.
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Book Experience:
Story Props

Title: Building a Tree
Learning Focus: Focused Attention;
Curiosity; Creativity; Conversation;
Comprehension; Exploration

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe a tree (green, brown)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (leaf, tree)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (blow, tap, shake)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Bare Tree Trunk

e Reproducible: Leaf Paper Shapes (one
set for each toddler)

* Book Basket (bin or basket)

Select Books

e Include storybooks, picture books,
nursery rhymes, songbooks and
textured books

Suggested Titles

e Tap the Magic Tree - Christie Matheson

e Hello World! Backyard Bugs -
Jill McDonald
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Story Props

Experience Starter

Select a variety of books that relate to the theme or concept of nature. Be sure to include a variety of genres
(storybooks, picture books, nursery rhymes, songbooks and textured books).
Initiate interactions by showing the books and props in an interesting way. (Pat your hands on the sides of
your Book Basket as you sing or chant the words below.)

A tisket! A tasket! What'’s hiding in our basket?

Let’s peek inside. What will we see?

So much to explore for you and me!
Show genuine excitement and interest for the books as you _del book handling skills.

| see you gently reaching into the basket.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to ex the' »oks.

Pull out @ book and tell me what ;ou havi fouri. . Wouldaeu like to explore it together?
Ask an engaging question to.encc age ints :st anc wur Uity in the books.

Wow! You’ve pulled a big . »ok 1I'_xaf e basket.

What do you think we wi \s;. % insic \with our eyes?
Pause ... and wait *he tod( 'er »res, nd. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response

A traf hthink yous xe ric Wt/\ here's a big tree on the front cover.
Ask pern ssic ‘o reac Ye bo. .« before acting on your decision to read. Be aware of cues and
hody lang age.

This bg M nust be 2bout trees and nature. Would you like to open it and read it together?

Liter: :y vevelopment

o= istrate book handling skills, inviting toddlers to handle books with you.
Watch me carefully pick up the book and open it gently.
We need to be sure to take special care of our books so we can read them again and again.
Can you help me open this book carefully?
Direct the toddler’s attention to a photograph, image or word.
Look at you opening up the book so carefully! Great job!
Invite the toddler to mimic your action, touching the photograph, image or word.
You’ve opened the book to a page with a big tree trunk on it.
Watch me touch the leaves on the tree.
Can you touch the tree, too?
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather four to five books, in a variety of
genres, related to the theme of nature, and
place them in a basket. Choose a variety of
books with rhyming verses, predictable text, a
variety of real-life photographs or illustrations
and different textures to engage the senses.
Include books that are sturdy and safe for
toddlers to handle. Reproduce and laminate
one set of Bare Tree Trunk and Leaf Paper
Shapes for each toddler. As you sit closely and
explore the books together, use these props to
create a playful and engaging experience with
toddlers. As you read, encourage the toddlers
to interact with the book. For example, as

the tree in the story sprouts leaves, have the
toddlers add leaves to the Bare Tree Trunk.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Story Props

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Reach inside my basket again. | think there is something else hiding inside.
Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
You've found it! Look at this big, brown tree trunk.

Language Development

Narrate and describe the toddler’s actions using descriptive == juage.
| see you waving the big, bare tree trunk up in the airr,

Now, you are putting the big, bare tree trunk down ork._3e grout .
Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate « oddler is showing interest in a prop, object
or material. Add comments, details or extende ‘'anguage toy r obse:s _ton.

This brown tree trunk looks just liketimmbrovi \tree trunk in\ ywud Ook.

Touch and describe any unique fea* <s or . arac istics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.

Here are the limbs of thé

There are no leaves. Whe 2
Use a variety of v

Gasp! / see mai
Say the ' me or mar

Can J au< mscolorfe Neaves
Pause ...\ it ...» tate.. Jd to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.

You sa 44t niCa Wb/ see you touching each colorful leaf.

Clarifv me: ing of new word(s) using clear, simple language.
vveoan Bt 2 weather changes, the leaves on the trees change, too.
Sor etirnes trees have lots of leaves and sometimes they have no leaves at all.

Re an hhedl Gre the bra_ Ches.

Yuld\ 2y be?
's, signs’ r ¢« sture to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Cwrful kaved wn thic"ground. Green, red, orange and brown.

the ~u d of (.1 object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Promote hand-eye coordination through simple hand and finger play.
Tap the branches of the leaves in my book with your fingers.

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Tap, tap, tap the tree.
Tap it fast and slow.

Tap it once. Tap it twice.
Look at the leaves grow!

Now, let’s turn the page and see what happens!
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Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

Encourage the toddler to interact
with the book by tapping, shaking
and rubbing.

Encourage the toddler to find leaves
in a specific color and add them to
the tree.

For Older Toddlers
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As the toddler picks a leaf to place
on the tree trunk, encourage them
to tell you the color. If the toddler
needs assistance, label the color and
encourage them to repeat after you.

Encourage older toddlers to sort
leaves by color.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Story Props

Assist or support toddlers as they explore new actions such as bending down, moving from sitting to
standing, running and jumping.

Oh, my! Leaves are growing on the tree in our book.

Let’s add our colorful leaves to the tree trunk. Can you bend and reach the green leaves on the ground?

Cognitive Development

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
We've added (number) (color) leaves to our tree trunk.
Let’s touch and count them together.
Count the leaves on the tree.
Encourage toddlers to imitate the actions of others.
Look at (toddler’s name) gently placing mghke leaves on ti. \branches
Would you like to add more leaves to the tre 2
Explore together in a playful, easy-ga® S 1. ner, s you embed _arning opportunities.
Look at this tree! There are m€ v colorful :aves \n thegdf Wbs and branches now.
Initiate simple experiments~ d in\ stiga*" .is to sec v things work.
This page says to shake i & 200Kk:
What do you thiak will ha o€ \if we wive this book a shake, shake, shake?
Give it a try!
Demonstrate how o. =2c. rn aten s fit together or work together in different ways.
Let’s\ Ui the page o sec
Gasp| Dh, . We si ok the book and all the leaves fell off.
monstr e b /. nrou, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
et \es the wind can make the leaves fall.
Wa h e blow the leaves from this tree like the wind.
Encor’ .ge toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
canh you blow the leaves off like me?

Social and Emotional Development

Identify the toddler’s feelings and express empathy with appropriate language.
| can tell you are feeling surprised. Your eyes and mouth are wide open.

Respond to feelings of toddlers by labeling the emotion and its cause.
You are feeling surprised the leaves came off the tree.

Create a sense of belonging by initiating positive interactions and relationships with peers and caregivers.
/t’s okay! Let’s put the leaves back on our tree together.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Interactive Storytelling

Book Experience:
Interactive Storytelling

Title: Bugs in the Grass
Learning Focus: Focused Attention;
Joint Attention; Communication;
Conversation; Comprehension

Prep Time: 5 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe props (green, scratch)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (grass, bees)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the

toddler or that you model (buzz, fly)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

Book Basket
Story Box
Felt board
Felt

Reproducible: Insect
Photograph Cards

Select Books

Include predictable text or
simple storylines

Suggested Titles
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In the Tall, Tall Grass - Denise Fleming

In the Small, Small Pond -
Denise Fleming

Experience Starter

Select a variety of books that relate to the theme or concept of nature. Be sure to include books with
predictable text or simple storylines.
Initiate interactions by engaging interest in the Story Box. (Slowly open the lid of the Story Box for toddlers
to see.)

| see a Story Box. | see a Story Box.

Look all around. Look all around.

Tell me, tell me. Tell me, tell me.

What have you found? What have you found?
Show genuine excitement and interest for the books as:© 4 model book handling skills.

| brought my Story Box today.

| wonder what will be inside!

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler . explore he boc .

| have some books abou \tures, all I you like t&hsee?
Ask an engaging question t¢ 21 oura. interest and curiosity in the books.

Which nature I Jooks \ N _\yous
Pause ... and wait f. ti. *toda 2rtc espond. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverb{ »sponse.

Youvi \pIic e a bod Wwith alittle boy peeking into the bright green grass.
Ack perm sion* ~adt  book before acting on your decision to read. Be aware of cues and
bcdy langl .

\A/hat ¢\ you think the little boy will find in the green grass?

We Nd & \like to read the book and look at the Story Box to find out?

~..cracy Development

Direct the toddler’s attention to a photograph, image or word.
The little boy peeking into the grass is on the front cover of our book.
Can you say front cover?
Demonstrate book handling skills, inviting toddlers to handle books with you.
Watch me turn the book. Now, | have found the spine of the book!
This spine holds our book together!
Invite the toddler to mimic your action, touching the photograph, image or word.
| am going to turn again and find the back of the book. Here it is!
Can you turn ... turn the book and find the front cover again?
You did it!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Interactive Storytelling

How to Make a Story Box

Create a Story Box from an empty shoe box.
Use the Story Box to invite toddlers to select
and explore objects or toys from a familiar
story.

Story Box Instructions:

1. Create a door on the top of the shoe box.
Punch holes in one side of a shoe box.
Punch holes in the lid of the shoe box that
line up with each hole on the side of the
shoe box. Thread string or yarn through
the holes to create hinges of the door.

2. Cut a square opening on one side of the
shoe box. This opening should be large
enough for you to place props inside the
shoe box without opening the door.
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Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.

Look at this felt board.

There is so much scratchy, green grass on the felt board. Would you like to feel it?
Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.

| like the way you are rubbing your hands back and forth on the scratchy, green grass.

Language Development

Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive lar® .age.
I am using my hands to slowly open the small, (color)\ hor of 4 "Story Box.
| am peeking inside the Story Box.
Would you like to open the small, (color) ¢ wr and peek, 1 »?
Repeat the rhyme and encourage the tes'""'~r’s . -ticipation.
What is inside the Story Box? W Ccan’y he?
Open the door, (toddler’s nani \ Let’s ol 7 and'S e!
Use descriptive language ai una e o ubel the ov zct or material selected by the toddler. Be sure to
connect the material to the k£ ¢ .con. ot or theme.
What do you g (toddle| s i, me)~_ ause.
Gasp! Yes, youS \iihat! Yol ve i wnd a'small, buzzing bee!
Create p~ ~onal coni ctic =~ f r toa .iers as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or
previous'| <. ‘=nces.
Some mesv. Wsee bas like this one, buzzing by when we visit the playground.
Sc, thene v _rma. *he sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can yo say /b/ ... /b/ ... buzzing bee?
.adt W& ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Buj ing bees fly high in the sky and down low in the green grass.
Tou~" ind describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toadler’s attention.
Here are the bee’s black and yellow stripes. Here are his wings for flying.
Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Let’s buzz and fly this bee over to the scratchy green grass.
Buzz... buzz ... .buzz!

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
| wonder what we will find in our Story Box.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Interactive Storytelling

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

For this Interactive Storytelling experience,
retell a familiar story about nature or insects
in your own words. Select a book and review
it for words, phrases and actions to use as
you engage toddlers in the story. Integrate
hands-on, multisensory learning with props
or pictures (Reproducible Insect Photograph
Cards, felt board, etc..) Reproduce and cut
one Insect Photograph Cards Set. Glue these
insect photographs to felt, and place them in
the Story Box As you sit closely and explore
the book together, use these props to create
a playful and engaging experience with
toddlers. Encourage toddlers to open the
Story Box and discover the different insects
that hide in the tall grass. Prompt toddlers to
attach them to the felt board.
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Repeat the rhyme and encourage the toddler’s participation.
What is in the Story Box? What can it be?
Open the door, (toddler’s name). Let’s look and see!

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making

comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the toddler to process your question and think about a response.

(Toddler’s name), you’ve opened the box. What have you found? Pause.

You've found another insect that lives in the tall, green grass.

Do you know the name of this insect?

Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other.«" tails by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different frox .ne previous material.

This is a small black ant. The ant and the bee are both_asects.

An ant uses its legs to craw/ on the ground. The bee us< \taf "'ngs to fly in the sky.
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material<'an be used. £ ~ourage e Jloration and discovery of
the item.

Watch me help this ant crawl oved Z°trik_kcrac. 2y grass.

I’'m crawling quickly. I'm crawi€ i slowly.

Encourage toddlers to use ' pro, objes or matei ~ U explore how things move and work.

Would you like to help th >t cre ¥ and stick him'in the grass?

Allow toddlers to rove freel a. hey . velop body, spatial and perceptual awareness.
| like the way y. " e craw, ng"_ ke arr_wt, (toddler’s name).

Fine al 1 <« "ass M »or _evelopment

~ourag. tod ai. ~usc their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).

You've. Oened the Story Box and found two fireflies. One for me and one for you.
fliel have lights that go on and off, on and off in the night.
Cal vol ase your hands and stick them to the board? Push, push, push with your fingers.
Deme: .trate how toddlers can use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control

- coordination.
Watch me lean forward and press a firefly into the green grass.
Can you try to lean, too?

Encourage toddlers to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each toddler’s age and

stage of development.
Great leaning.
We've found some insects. What will we find next?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Interactive Storytelling

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

* Invite toddlers to find an insect from
the Story Box on a page inside the
book. Encourage them to turn the
pages themselves as they search.

For Older Toddlers

e Assist toddlers as they place the
insects on the felt board in the order
they appear in the book. Encourage
toddlers to flip the pages of the
book to see what insects comes first,
next, etc.

¢ Point out other nature items that you
have been talking about (i.e., stars,
moon, etc.).

» Describe an insect and encourage
toddlers to find it.

Social and Emotional Development

Increase confidence by acknowledging the actions or responses of the toddler.
Look at you (toddler’s name). Your face looks curious.
You are looking at the Story Box. Is there anything else inside?
Provide opportunities for toddlers to demonstrate their growing understanding of emotions.
Here is your curious face! Your eyes look like this!
Use a warm tone of voice to comfort toddlers while acknowledging emotions.
/t’s okay to feel curious! | am feeling curious.
Let’s open the door to the Story Box together.

*Continue to open the Story Box with the toddler, discovei g tha® .irerent insects. Match the insects to the
images in the book.

© 2024. The Nemours Foundation. Nemours Children’s Health® and Nemours Children’s Reading BrightStart!® are registered trademarks of The Nemours Foundation. J12024 (04/24)



35

Literacy.Swlder
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Literacy Builder:
Rhyme Time

Title: Searching for the Sky
Learning Focus: Understanding and
Response; Vocabulary Development;
Phonological Awareness; Imagination;
Increased Confidence; Sense of Belonging
Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe the nature items (golden, shiny)
Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (sun, star)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the

toddler or that you model (reach, jump)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

» Basket or container
¢ Reproducible: Stars
¢ Reproducible: Moon
* Reproducible: Sun

¢ Reproducible: Clouds
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Rhyme Time

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Touch the stars, sun, moon and clouds as
you sing or chant the words below.)
Nature, nature, all around!
Let’s look around and see what we've found!
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
| see you looking high in the sky for nature.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials.

Look! | see nature down on the ground.

There are white, fluffy clouds and b shifi stars. Would'\ nike to look for nature with me?
Ask an engaging question to enco .geinte sta ! curiositin the materials.

Yes, you willl What do youw thirk. e will £ d (tod ‘e lame)?
Pause ... and wait for the to. . »rto s .id. Acknow.cdge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.

Big cloud! Yes| wsee a viaite sluffy Youd.
Be flexible! Follow e. ~d ar {inu ‘est uf the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materiale  ''ow the ¢ »ctic 2o olay o follow their interests.

| like W\ he vimsyvou an wubbiiy the cloud with your sweet, little fingers.

Woulg vou [ e dré it in my basket?

*w.._nac * Development

Use de riptive language as you name or label the object or material selected by the toddler. Be sure to
~an Ct the material to the book, concept or theme.
| see you looking all around again! Do you think you can find the bright, golden sun?

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: If You’re Happy and You Know It

If you see the golden sun, pick it up.
If you see the golden sun, pick it up.
Dance and wiggle. Give a cheer.
Place the sun right over here.

If you see the golden sun, pick it up.

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Gasp! You've found the golden sun! Can you say golden sun?

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Great job! The golden sun is high in the sky.
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather the textured stars, moon, sun and
clouds created from a previous activity. If you
did not create these or do not have access

to the necessary craft supplies, reproduce
and cut one of each reproducible listed in the
materials section for this activity. Place these
items (sun, stars, moon and clouds) around
the learning area as you create excitement
for this listening game. Using a fun and happy
tone of voice, sing and act out a rhyming
chant, encouraging the toddler to search for
a prop. Let the toddler see your excitement
for learning as you explore together. Once
they find the specific item (cloud, star, sun or
moon), prompt the toddler to bring it back
to the basket. Repeat this lively activity by
changing the words in the rhyming chant.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Rhyme Time

Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
You are dropping the bright, golden sun into my basket.
Now, you are pulling the bright, golden sun out of the basket.
In...out. In ... out.
Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.
This golden sun is round. | am tracing my finger around and around the golden sun.
Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
We see the sun during the day. The sun gives us light so wegf » play outside.
Create personal connections for toddlers as you relate the«" Jp, object or material to their lives or
previous experiences.
Let’s look out our classroom window and find the sun. %S¢
There it is high in the sky. It is a beautiful, sgyany day for u 0 play ouif de.

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hol?or he dle the' rop, ok 2 _i material.

Are you ready to find soi «_hing< ‘e we see in the sky?
| twinkle, twinkle in the ni \ht

Shining bright \/e you, gl

What am [? Paui \ A ar!

Can\ S each ous wnd &y the star?

Acknowll lge ~toda. s chuice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
| like &= waill " mare  iggling your fingers like a bright, twinkling star.

< _._tiv » Development

Explor: together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
ne to play pick up, (toddler’s name)! Let’s pick up the bright, shiny star.

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: If You’re Happy and You Know It

If you see a shiny star, pick it up.
If you see a shiny star, pick it up.
Dance and wiggle. Give a cheer.
Place the twinkling star over here.
If you see a shiny star, pick it up.

Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the toddler to process your question and think about a response.

You've found the shiny star! When do we see the stars, (toddler’s name)? Pause.

We see the stars at night when the sky is black.
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Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

Place the reproducible items in closer
proximity to the younger toddlers as
they search.

Start with fewer, familiar items on the
ground. Increase the number each
time you play.

After toddlers have found a sun, star,
moon or cloud, encourage them to
repeat the name after you.

For Older Toddlers
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Place the nature items or reproducible
items all around the learning area to
encourage older toddlers to move all
around as they search.

Give toddlers clues about a certain
item and have them search for that
specific part of nature. Provide hints
and assistance as needed.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Rhyme Time

Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
The sun and the stars are both way up in the sky.
We see the sun during the daytime and stars during the nighttime.
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
Sometimes, stars can twinkle. Sometimes, stars can shoot across the night sky.
Watch me shoot this star through the air with my hand.
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to expla® *how things move and work.
Did you see the shooting star? Would you like to move #f “Star through the sky?
Allow toddlers to move freely as they develop body, spa | and pe« =2ptual awareness.
/ like how you are running with your star across the roo:
You are moving fast.
Prompt toddlers to engage in matching, sortin, or classifying f pr _s, objects or materials.
Can you find something else thatg ~se i tri_wighttime sky

Social and Emotion: Dev. ‘e’ .nent

Invite toddlers to eonnect to el s dur g play and exploration.
Let’s invite a fi. i o helg s K\ soi. sthing else we see in the nighttime sky.
Observe and ackno\  =2a. the reac >ns of each toddler. Demonstrate awareness and responsiveness to
the neea ¢ "he toddi
| see | »u s ivg! YO hare feeling happy because you’ve found the moon.
rthe tc dle _ 1. 22 aid respectful language.
Thank\' 2u for helping us find the moon, (toddler’s name).

Fine/ nd Gross Motor Development

..onstrate how toddlers can use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control
and coordination.
| am standing tall and reaching for the moon.
Can you stand on your toes and reach for the moon, too?
Encourage toddlers to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each toddler’s age and
stage of development.
Look at you jumping for the moon in the sky.
| will jump, too!
Encourage toddlers to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Let’s drop the moon into the basket!
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Literacy Builder:
Listen! Listen!

Title: Nature Names

Learning Focus: Understanding and
Response; Joint Attention; Vocabulary
Development; Phonological Awareness;
Imagination; Increased Confidence; Sense of
Belonging

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe nature (tall, green)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (mountain, forest)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (reach, bend)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Small Nature
Photograph Cards

* Nature objects (optional)

* Basket
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Listen! Listen!

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Shake the basket with the nature items or
Small Nature Photograph Cards inside.)
Listen, listen, with your ear.
Tell me, tell me, what you hear.
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
Gasp! / see you peeking inside my basket to see what is makipg that sound.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials.
Would you like to reach inside my basket?
Ask an engaging question to encourac wrest. ad curiosity i
What do you think you will fing€ side?
Pause ... and wait for the toddler\ respon: Acknc 'es" :the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.
This is a picture of rain fak 2¢
| see you poin€  wpo. You\ re' wht ti_wain comes from the sky.
Be flexible! Follow e. ~d ar {inu ‘est uf the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materiale  ''ow the ¢ »ctic 2o olay o follow their interests.
Look\ 't ye mturning e bas et upside down. Now, we have many nature pictures on the ground.

" _ materials.

Sensory =xperience

_avite v ddi s to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Gq' head! Pick something that fell out of the basket.

A-~l-= wledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
! like the way you are touching each picture from the big, brown basket.
One ... two ... three ... four ... five. There were many pictures inside.

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
Let’s play a fun game together. Pick something from the basket and we will clap out its name with our hands.
Are you ready?
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment
Reproduce and cut one set of Small Nature

Photograph Cards and place them in a basket.

Create excitement as you encourage toddlers
to explore nature in this fun sound game.
Integrate hands-on, multisensory learning as
you invite toddlers to choose a photograph
and tell you the name of the item. If you
choose, substitute an assortment of nature
objects to create a sensory experience. As
you explore together, embed and add more
information to extend their learning with

a review of previously introduced words
and concepts.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Listen! Listen!

Sing a song to create excitement: Sing to the tune of: Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Search, search, search with me.
I'm looking all about!

Find a picture and say its name.
Then, we’'ll clap it out!

Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Oh, my! You've found a picture of a tall mountain. Moun (clap) ... tain (clap).
| clapped two times when | clapped the word mountain. One 4 two!
Invite the toddler to mimic your actions or repeat the toddle«" actions.
Can you clap the word mountain with me, too?
Moun (clap) ... tain (clap).

Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used.".  .ourage exnloration and discovery of
the item.
Mountains are land and rocks that s wh I she sky.

Watch me stand tall and reach nigh I\ a m_wntain.
Encourage toddlers to use the prc . object’ rmate 3l =xplore how things move and work.
Can you pretend to be a. X tall\_youl ain like me¥Pause.
Initiate simple experiments ¢« '« nves. 1ations to see how things work.
What will haps if | benc o a low Pause.
Now, I am a shC_wiwintal !
Shor: Yand over. 3///' S ¢ up scraight.
Encourac tc ‘'ersto ~rarch. r hidden or missing props, objects or materials as you provide gestures,
hintsor cl 3sto- ~»the locate it
| see a. af er picte_® of @ mountain, just like this. Can you find it?
ls this & nountain? No!
/St s @ wountain? Yes!

-1al and Emotional Development

Invite toddlers to observe expressions of peers by acknowledging feelings of others.
| see our friend, (friend’s name) looking at our pictures, too. He looks curious.

Create a sense of belonging by initiating positive interactions and relationships with peers and caregivers.
Let’s ask (friend’s name) if he would like to play our game and clap some nature words.

Create a positive learning environment. Smile and laugh as you pretend and play together.
You are a nice friend to share these pictures and play with friends.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Listen! Listen!

Language Development

MOdlflca_tlons and Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the toddler is showing interest in a prop, object
Adaptations or material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.

| see you looking over at the nature pictures. You are ready to play our game again, aren’t you?

For Younger Toddlers _ . )
Sing a song to create excitement: Sing to the tune of: Row, Row, Row Your Boat

e Pick up a Small Nature Photograph
Card that the toddler is familiar with,
name it, then encourage the toddler to
repeat its name.

Search, search, search with me.
I'm looking all about!
Find a picture and say its name.

Then, we’ll clap it out!
e Add instruments to engage young

toddlers in listening to the parts of
the word.

Narrate and describe the toddler’s actions using descript. = lanc: ge.

| see you touching each colorful nature picture.

| see you picking up the picture with the fG_ %y, green treexs
For Older Toddlers Touch and describe any unique feature= char teristics of thi = _p, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.

This is a picture of a forest. Let clap out drest v wetd

For (clap) ... est (clap).

* Substitute an assortment of nature
objects to create a hands-on,
multisensory experience.

Say the name or make the sc 1 ' of a. object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
* Encourage the toddler to count the Can you say f. 2
timesiyouiclapithesyliables: Pause ... wait ... imi_te Add t voc lizatiuns or gestures using complete sentences.

This ¢® iest has bic treei o\ \smaw trees.
Clarify m an. of new vord\. using clear, simple language.
A fore tisar e inS ature with many trees and shrubs that cover the ground.

£ anc¢ Gross Motor Development

Encour je toddlers to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
@1 you drop these nature pictures we already found into my empty basket?
Drop ... drop ... drop.
You've dropped three pictures inside.
Assist or support toddlers as they explore new actions such as bending down, moving from sitting to
standing, running and jumping.
| see another photograph way over at the edge of the carpet. Can you walk over and bring it back?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Lines, Shapes and Pictures, Too!

Literacy Builder:
Lines, Shapes and
Pictures, Too!

Title: Nature Peekaboo

Learning Focus: Joint Attention; Conversation;
Vocabulary Development; Phonological
Awareness; Print Awareness; Math: Matching,
Sorting or Classifying

Prep Time: 5-10 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe pictures (blue, green)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (ocean, grasshopper)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (bend, turn)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Large Nature
Photograph Cards

* Reproducible: Small Nature
Photograph Cards

* Basket

43

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Place Large Nature Photograph Cards
around you on the floor and display the Small Nature Photograph Cards in your hand.)
Will you play a game with me?
Look around! What do you see?
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
These are photographs of different things and places in natura
| see you like these pictures in my hand.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore tf. materials.

| see big photographs and small pha aphs shat match.

Do you see them? Would you k& to expi e th x togethar?
Ask an engaging question to.encc age int7 :st anc ur’ Uity in the materials.

What do you think we c¢ . \.do \ the ‘cse big anc'small photographs?
Pause ... and wait for the toc Ik to re »ond. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal respont

Yes! You've four_\a“ e car \anG \small card with the same picture. They match!

Let’s v our peei ybolima, “hing' game!
Be flexib. ! k. "~w the ad arn. interest of the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
~aterials.. llow> direc »n of play to follow their interests.

[ like ti M ay you<_ e touching each picture.

Lang' age Development

T~ and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.

| have a picture of the big, blue ocean. Here are the waves that go up and down.
Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.

The ocean is a huge body of cool, salty water. Fish and other animals live in the ocean.
Use descriptive language as you name or label the object or material selected by the toddler. Be sure to
connect the material to the book, concept or theme.

You have a picture of bright green grass.

Grass grows in nature.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.

Can you say /q/ ... /9/ ... .green grass?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Lines, Shapes and Pictures, Too!

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Reproduce and cut one set of each Nature
Photograph Cards (small and large). Use
these materials to engage toddlers in a
hands-on, fine motor, memory building
activity that explores matching photographs.
Show excitement for the new materials as
you introduce each Large Nature Photograph
Card, discussing the item in the photograph.
Then, encourage the toddler to pick one
Small Nature Photograph Card from your
hand and search for the matching Large
Nature Photograph Card on the floor.

Help toddlers make connections to the
theme of nature as you playfully engage
their interest and curiosity in this song and
movement experience.
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Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Great job! You are holding the picture of green grass.
Create personal connections for toddlers as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or previous
experiences.
We love to run and jump in the green grass on the playground.
Yesterday, you were rolling all over the soft, green grass.
Use self-talk to discuss your actions, or repeat the toddler’s actions.
| am turning over my picture of the big, blue ocean and putting it on the floor right here.
Now, | am turning over your picture of the soft, green grass.af ¥ putting it on the floor right here.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Promote hand-eye coordination through simp!= hand and fi.  er play.
Let’s see if we can match the big pictures w_shid on the fIC_ % to HE Vittle pictures here in my hand!
Get ready to clap our hands to tha 5. wnd' sk a picture fi. rmy hand! Are you ready?

Sing a song to create excitem:. .

Peekaboo! Clap han ‘wice nd< L legs once

Peekaboo! Clap hanc ¢ tice a1 pat legs once.

Can we fi== >Display’ mc wictt s for toddlers to choose.
A match fo. v 2. Touc  the oddi .

Demons’ . > how toc 'ers' 1 ise their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control
and coorc nat.
You've founs sme. yicture of the blue ocean.
Watch > pend Gown and turn over this big picture to see if it is @ match.
En~~*age Hddlers to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each toddler’s age and
swage ¢ dev lopment.
Cal you bend over and flip the card so we can see the picture? Will it be a match?

Social and Emotional Development

Increase confidence by acknowledging the actions or responses of the toddler.
You've turned over the big picture of the big, blue ocean.
They are the same. You’ve made a match.

Respond to feelings of toddlers by labeling the emotion and its cause.
/ can tell you are feeling proud that you’ve made a match.

Use a warm tone of voice to comfort toddlers while acknowledging emotions.
! am proud of you, too, (toddler’s name). You have a great memory!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Lines, Shapes and Pictures, Too!

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

Begin with fewer, familiar Nature
Photograph Cards.

Instead of placing the cards face
down, keep them facing up and
encourage the toddler to find
the match.

For Older Toddlers
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Place up to six picture sets out for
toddlers to look at and match. Start
small and add an additional picture
each time you play the game, making
sure to introduce the picture and then
show the toddlers where you have
placed it on the ground.

Place Large Nature Photograph Cards
further apart, encouraging older
toddlers to move in search of them.

Prompt toddlers to engage in matchir~ ting r classifying

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.

Let’s set the match we’ve made over here in the big, brown basket.
Now, can you turn over all the big pictures so we can see them again?

Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.

Nice turning! You've turned over one ... two ... three big picture cards.
We have another big picture card. Can you flip that one over?

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you € ‘bed.!

.ning opportunities.
Okay, let’s look at our pictures again.

Then we will turn them over and see if yous s remember< Yhere ad i picture is located. Are you ready?
.Ops, objects or materials.

We can sing our song again apd 5ok fory \mat_»

Get ready to clap our hanals to. 2e sonof d pick hril dre from my hand! Are you ready?

Sing a song to create exc . aent.

Peekaboo/ ap hand tw. e an. »at legs once.
Peekaboo: '« “hands wic and’, it legs once.

Can we find. Diskg v siall g tures for toddlers to choose.
4 i ch foryc 2 Tou © -he toddler.

Ask quest ns tf:  ancou age thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making

CcC nparisc =¥ ause . and wait for the toddler to process your question and think about a response.

You've\ hund a picture of a tall, rocky mountain.
Wi vh ¢ \e is the big picture card of a tall, rocky mountain?

Compe :similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing

~ha»< (eristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
You've picked up the picture of a tree. Here is the brown trunk and here are the green leaves.
Do the tree and the rain look the same?
No. These are not a match.
Encourage toddlers to use props, objects or materials in a playful way, with an intended purpose.
Let’s keep turning over the big picture cards and looking.
Hmmm, where could that mountain be?
Allow toddlers to move freely as they develop body, spatial and perceptual awareness.
| see you scooting closer to the picture cards and bending to turn one over.
Gasp! You've made a match! You've found the picture of the tall mountain!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Lines, Shapes and Pictures, Too!

Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
Some people like to climb to the top of mountains.
Watch me pretend to climb this mountain. | am climb ... climb ... climbing!
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
Now, you climb a tall mountain. Pause.
Look at you climbing so well. You are lifting your legs and your arms.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Hand and Finger Play

Literacy Builder:
Hand and Finger Play

Title: Nature Mural

Learning Focus: Joint Attention; Conversation;
Vocabulary Development; Emergent Writing;
Math: Matching, Sorting or Classifying;

Fine Motor: Hand-Eye Coordination;

Fine Motor: Hands-On Exploration; Fine Motor:
Grasp and Reach

Prep Time: 5-10 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe materials (colorful, yellow)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (rainbow, flower)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (stick, push)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Butcher paper

¢ Images of nature

e Crayons
e Glue
«  Tape

*  Name labels

* Basket
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that encourage investigation.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Spread out the nature pictures on the
ground. Touch each as you sing or chant the words below.)
Nature pictures, big and small.
| wonder if we can name them all.
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
Gasp! You've found my pictures, (toddler’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials.

There are so many nature pictures for us t&_ee! Would yo ke tagdf Ok for nature with me?
Ask an engaging question to encourac wrest. ad curiosity i "~ materials.

What is your favorite thing in pg “re, (tod Yer’s.ame)?
Pause ... and wait for the toddler\ respon: Acknc 'es" :the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.

You are picking up the pi¢ us \of a\_inbow! A rainbow must be your favorite thing in nature.
Be flexible! Follox ~lead a di. eres. f the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materials. Allow the ‘irc “ion ¢ pla_ ‘o foilow their interests.

| seef mwpointing 0 trk¥ol 9, wiiite paper on the wall.

You A ow  Wst what xe areJoing to do today.

Sensory =xperience

_avite v ddi s to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Let ' make a classroom mural with our favorite things in nature.
¢ need some glue. Can you find it?
Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
There it is, in my basket!
| like the way you are pulling the small, round cap off the glue stick.

Language Development

Clarify meaning of new word(s) using clear, simple language.
Glue is sticky! It makes your picture sticky so it will stay on our mural.
Let’s add some to the back of your picture.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Hand and Finger Play

HOW TO MAKE A LABEL

Create several Name Labels for each child, to

be used for all Hand and Finger Play activities.

Begin with a photograph of each toddler in
your classroom. Cut the toddler’s face from
the photograph, attach it to an index card,
and write the toddler’s first name on the card.
Laminate the cards as they will be used often.

PICTURE

nere | Toddler’s Name

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Begin by attaching a long sheet of butcher
paper to a wall that will serve as a mural. Be
sure the paper is within reach of all toddlers.
Once the butcher paper is secured, gather
images of familiar places and objects found
in nature. These images can be printed,
collected or cut from magazines. Sit in close
proximity to the toddlers so you can explore
the images together. During the activity, use
an enthusiastic voice as you invite toddlers
to search for their favorite image of nature.
Gently prompt and guide them to add the
image to the classroom mural with tape or

glue. For a complete multisensory experience,

provide crayons so toddlers may add lines,
shapes and marks, further enhancing their
pre-writing skills. Identify each toddler’s
contribution to the mural by placing their
Name Label near the drawing and labeling it
with a description. For example: (Toddler’s
Name) favorite thing in nature is green grass.
This will help toddlers connect words to
pictures and photographs.
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Narrate and describe the toddler’s actions using descriptive language.
| see you moving the long, round glue stick around and around.
Now, | see you using your ten tiny fingers to press and rub the rainbow on the paper.
Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Gasp! /It stuck! This rainbow has many colors. | see yellow, blue, green and purple.
Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.
Watch me use my finger to trace the rainbow.
| start at the bottom and go up ... up ... up and then come daé » again.
This is a called an arch. A rainbow is a colorful arch in the *Ky after it rains.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you enc  irage tha® oddler to repeat it.
Can you say colorful rainbow?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations @°. gestures usii. .completa® 2ntences.
My favorite color in the colorful rainbow is . iole. What ab ut vaf “(toddler’s name)?
Watch for eye gazing, pointing or ve« .iza. n tc adicate the tc .Jdler is showing interest in a prop, object
or material. Add comments, detai’ Jr extenc dlan_ age t«  our observation.
| see you looking in the Gffsket & ain. A at will y¢ ad?

Social and E~ ~tiona D vel. -ment

Increase awareness € s. S-ide tity referring to the toddler by name.

Gasfl =k at this_Xve Ik | a picture of your face in our basket. This is (toddler’s name)!
Provide ¢ po: nitiesi1 :toda.ers to demonstrate their growing understanding of emotions.
Your 1i ce lad S . har By in this picture! Let’s put this Name Label next to the rainbow.

Everyad will knovo that your favorite part of nature is a rainbow.
Id-~""%r the oddler’s feelings and express empathy with appropriate language.
Lo 1\ at\ hat big smile on your face. You are feeling happy putting glue on our mural.

<~vghitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
Here comes our friend, (friend’s name).
(Friend’s name,) what is your favorite part of nature? Can you find a picture of it?
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
Your favorite thing in nature is a beautiful, (color) flower. Flowers smell sweet.
Watch me use my nose to sniff this yellow flower. Sniff! Sniff!
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
Can you use your nose to sniff the flower? How does it smell?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Hand and Finger Play

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

» If younger toddlers have a difficult
time using the glue, place a small
piece of tape on their favorite nature
picture and encourage them to press
it onto the mural.

For Older Toddlers

¢ Encourage older toddlers to find their
Name Label and stick it next to their
name and favorite nature item.
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Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
These are the petals on the flower and this is the stem.
Let’s count the yellow petals together.
One ... two ... three ... four ... five ... six (color) petals!
Encourage toddlers to imitate the actions of others.
As we counted, | touched each petal.
Let’s count them again and you can touch them like me.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Encourage toddlers to use their hands in different ways'« oke, turn< 'ip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).

/t’s time to glue our flower onto the mural.

Use your fingers to push the picture of thegcolor) flower< ato the mufnl.
Assist or support toddlers as they explore new ctions such a. »eps .g down, moving from sitting to
standing, running and jumping.

| have crayons, too! Bend dow¢ and chod : a ce w.
Allow toddlers to find creat’ »use ‘ora: ety of v. © g tools: large crayons, large markers, finger paint
or modeling dough. Be sure ' » oansic.  .ne age of the toddlers before choosing writing materials.

You chose a (calor) crayc \ M\ like ae (color) flower on the mural.

Look at you, us. xs wour cri vori ® dra »a (color) flower, your favorite thing in nature.
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Physical Devcloprent

© 2024. The Nemours Foundation. Nemours Children’s Health® and Nemours Children’s Reading BrightStart!® are registered trademarks of The Nemours Foundation. J12024 (04/24)






Caregiver Strategies in Action: Move My Body!

Physical Development:
Move My Body!

Title: We’re Going on

a Nature Walk!

Learning Focus: Understanding and
Response; Joint Attention; Communication;
Emergent Writing; Memory; Imitation;
Perceptual Information; Gross Motor:
Movement and Position; Fine Motor: Hands-On
Exploration; Fine Motor: Grasp and Reach
Prep Time: 5 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe pictures (tall, blue)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (beach, mountain)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (kick, swim, climb)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Large Nature
Photograph Cards (beach, mountain,
lake forest)

e Clear tape

* Basket or container
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that promote the use of fine and gross motor skills.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Jump from image to image as you sing or
chant the words below.)
Are you watching? Are you watching?
Follow me! Follow me!
Let’s go move our bodies. Let’s go move our bodles.
To the places we see. To the places we see.
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investics _"and explore the props, toys or objects.
Look at you jumping up and down like me! That is soaf “nigh jumping, (toddler’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to ex the  aterials.
| see pictures of different placad > nature 5l ov x the floas
Would you like to exploregdhers with mei
Ask an engaging questiont. ycou. 142" .erest and curiosity in the materials.
What do you think we wi \sC\in ti. se pictures?
Pause ... and wait *he tod( 'er »res, nd. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response

/ see L standing \n a5 st e of the beach.
Be flexib. ! k. "~w the ad arn.  interest of the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
~aterials.. llow> direc »n of play to follow their interests.

| like th M ay you~ e turning around and around on the picture.

Rao caré \l, so you don’t get dizzy.

Lans .uage Development

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.
The beach is a beautiful place with sand and water.
Here is the soft, fluffy sand and here is the salty, blue water.
Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
| see many small waves in the salty, blue water.
A wave is when the water moves up and down along the sandy beach.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can you say small waves?
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

During this experience, focus on the
development of fine and gross motor skills as
you engage toddlers in this indoor or outdoor
movement activity. Attach the Large Nature
Photograph Cards to the floor using clear
packing tape. Younger toddlers may require
less space between for ease of movement.
Older toddlers may prefer more space
between photograph cards. Have fun learning
together! Encourage toddlers to move their
bodies from place to place as they imitate or
create their own actions. Provide support with
movements if necessary.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Move My Body!

Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Let’s pretend to splash and swim in the small waves together.
Narrate and describe the toddler’s actions using descriptive language.
/ am moving my long arms and kicking my legs in the salty, blue water.
/ am swimming in the small, rough waves.
Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the toddler is showing interest in a prop, object
or material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
Look at you watching me kick and splash! Can you swim like me?

Sensory Experience

Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration sine® Cscriptive language.

Gasp! That was great swimming. You weregnoving your & 1S and lonas strong legs at the same time.
Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prc . object or mc =rial

| see another picture on the floor.,

Would you like to swim over aff “investig e the new pigif ¥e with me?

Cognitive Developm » ¢

Explore together olayful,’ as, 70inc manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
We made it! We swem.all & e wisover to a new picture. This is a picture of tall mountains.
Introduc’ ~athemat. >l cc -e ts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Let’s\ hucimad col k the Iiiountains in this picture.
One .\ wo, ae! 15 e tall mountains reaching high into the sky.
Invite the .er to .. .imic your actions or repeat the toddler’s actions.
Asmoul ain is a tall, steep hill that reaches up to the sky.
[ an wea hing up high ... high ... high into the sky to touch the top of a mountain.
Cal you reach and stretch like me?
o= Lstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
Some people like to climb to the top of mountains.
Watch me pretend to climb this mountain. | am climb, climb, climbing!
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
Now, you climb a tall mountain. Pause.
Look at you climbing so well. You are lifting your legs and your arms.
How will we get down from the top of the mountain?
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Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

* Invite toddlers to create their own
actions for a day at the beach or
a hike up a mountain during the
movement activity.

e Place the Large Nature Photograph
Cards closer together on the floor for
ease of movement.

For Older Toddlers

* Place the Large Nature Photograph
Cards further apart on the floor and
create a path. Encourage the toddlers
to move along in the direction of
the arrows.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Move My Body!

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Assist or support toddlers as they explore new actions such as bending down, moving from sitting to
standing, running and jumping.

Look at you jumping up and down! Would you like to jump down from the mountain?
Demonstrate how toddlers can use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control
and coordination.

Let’s count to three and jump together.

One ... two ... three ... jJump!
Encourage toddlers to use their bodies in different ways. Tak«
stage of development.

Wow! That was a big jump, (toddler’s name).

Social and Emotional Develormel.

Increase awareness of self-identit*
Thank you for playing with me hday, (tat dler’s |
Create a positive learning e . 'onm - .qile and lat.gh as you pretend and play together.
/ am having so much fun\lix.9ing . xd swimming with you!
Invite toddlers to mect to' ee durli " play and exploration.
| see another pi acros \the. som.
Let’st ite our frik 2d, "Jwi s naine) to move along with us.

e toddlat by name.
’)’)f

y referr. g to

LI
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Balance Builders

Physical Development:
Balance Builders

Title: Day and Night Skies
Learning Focus: Curiosity; Creativity;

Understanding and Response; Joint Attention;

Communication; Problem-Solving; Perceptual
Information; Gross Motor: Movement and
Position; Gross Motor: Body Awareness;

Fine Motor: Hands-on Exploration

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe materials (blue, black, round)
Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (sun, moon)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (bend, reach)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Reproducible: Sun

¢ Reproducible: Clouds
¢ Reproducible: Moon
* Reproducible: Stars

¢ Butcher paper (blue and black)

e Tape
*  Glue
e Basket
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that promote the use of fine and gross motor skills.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Gently pat your hands on the side of
the basket.)
Go outside and look up high!
What do you see in the sky?
The golden sun? The moon aglow?
Or twinkling stars putting on a show?
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investics _"and explore the props, toys or objects.
You've found the pictures in the basket. There is a sugf “moon and stars.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to ex the  aterials.

Look! | have blue and black paaf ~“on the, all.

The blue looks like the daxtime sy and 4 2 black_w2aif Viike the nighttime sky.

Would you like to play tq ther:
Ask an engaging question t¢ 21 oura. interest and curiosity in the materials.

What do you ‘s we wili fing inside af the basket?
Pause ... and wait f. ti. *toda 2rtc espond. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverb{ »sponse.

You & 2 O Q9 up &R mocC..
Pa flexibl Follr e le 1 and interest of the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
mMaterials. . ' v the G. _ction of play to follow their interests.

Laok al vou waving the moon all around.

Lans .uage Development

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.
This moon looks like a big, silver circle.
Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
 am using my finger to trace this round, glowing moon.
Around and around my finger goes.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can you say /t/ ... /t/ ... round moon?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
Great job! Sometimes we see a round moon like this one.
Sometimes, the moon is smaller and shaped like a half circle.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Balance Builders

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Create a safe space where toddlers can play,
move their bodies and explore nature during
this experience. Using tape, hang a sheet

of black butcher paper and a sheet of blue
butcher paper to the wall. Be sure that the
height of the paper is within reach of the
toddlers, but will also encourage reaching and
stretching. The black paper will represent the
nighttime sky and the blue paper the daytime
sky. Reproduce and cut one copy of each
(sun, clouds, moon and stars). Place them in

a basket or container. Invite the toddler to
choose a picture from the basket and decide
if it should go on the daytime or nighttime sky.
Encourage toddlers to move, bend and reach
as they attach the prop to the correct colored
paper with tape or glue.

57

Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.

The moon glows in the nighttime sky, giving off a little light to help us see.
Use descriptive language as you name or label the object or material selected by the toddler. Be sure to
connect the material to the book, concept or theme.

| see you looking at my blue and black paper. Where does this round moon go?

Do we see it in the blue, daytime sky or the black, nighttime sky? Pause.

The moon goes on the black, nighttime sky.

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Assist or support toddlers as they explore new actions & n as bensing down, moving from sitting to
standing, running and jumping.
Stand up so you can reach the black paper
Up ... up ... up you go!
Demonstrate how toddlers can use th=" __. ‘es | different way. _ promote balance, control
and coordination.
Watch me stand on my tags ari. yeachgt 'stick tfi_yaf "on on the top of the black paper.

Encourage toddlerstouset « ‘boa < | different ways. Take into consideration each toddler’s age and
stage of development.
Can you stanc. = xour tip,ly s ane ¥each up ... up ... up to touch the moon?

Sensoi 1 .vYperic ce

'svite tod l'erst- uch, »ld or handle the prop, object or material.
Woula & Vlike to<8nd down and reach for something new?

Ack»~wlec e the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
[ se& \yo. bending down low. What will you find next in the big, brown basket?

" gnitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
Oh, my! This is the round, golden sun.
Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
This sun is the same shape as the moon we just saw. They are both round.
The sun and the moon both give off light. The sun during the day and the moon at night.
Prompt toddlers to engage in matching, sorting or classifying of props, objects or materials.
Show me where the sun goes! Pause.
That’s right, (toddler’s name)! We see the sun during the day. The sun goes on the blue sky.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Balance Builders

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

* For toddlers who are not standing and
walking with ease, place the blue and
black paper on the ground.

e Provide glue sticks if tape is too
difficult for young toddlers.

¢ Name the photograph and encourage
toddlers to repeat what you say.

For Older Toddlers

¢ Reproduce multiple sets of the Moon,
Sun, Stars and Clouds. Invite toddlers
to count and sort images.
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Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the toddler to process your question and think about a response.
How can we stick the sun on the paper? Pause.
Look at you reaching for the tape.
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
This tape feels /s/ ... /s/ ... sticky! It will keep the sun from falling off the paper.
Watch me pull a piece of tape off and stick it to the back of the sun.
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to expla® *how things move and work.
Can you try putting some sticky tape on the back of thad n, like me?

Social and Emotional Development

Increase confidence by acknowledging the acti 1s or respons. of #" _ toddler.
Great job! You've put tape on thed 7i ar_ \stuc it way up hig. on the blue paper.
Identify the toddler’s feelings ant :xpress e path. with 2 Jopriate language.
| see a big smile on yourgtce. Y waretf Ving fun<_f “the sticky tape.
Use a warm tone of voice to '« afort.  .dlers while acknowledging emotions.
| am having funpgwith youlk Are xou r\dy to stick more objects on the paper with the tape?
Let’s have moi we mtogeti or a W fine something else we see in the sky during the day.
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Physical Development

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Visual Perception and Coordination

Visual Perception
and Coordination

Title: Bugs in the Grass

Learning Focus: Curiosity; Creativity;

Understanding and Response;
Joint Attention; Communication;

Problem-Solving; Perceptual Information;
Gross Motor: Explore Environment; Fine Motor:
Hand-Eye Coordination; Fine Motor: Hands-On
Exploration; Fine Motor: Grasp and Reach

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes
Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to

describe materials (green, crinkly)

Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or

objects (grass, bugs)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (squeeze, pull)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials
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Activity table or tray
Toddler sized tongs

Plastic insects

Shredded decorative grass

Scissors

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that promote the use of fine and gross motor skills.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Place your hands in the activity table and
rustle the decorative grass.)
Fast bugs, slow bugs.
High and low bugs.
Big bugs, small bugs.
Can we catch all the bugs?
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investics _"and explore the props, toys or objects.
Look at you peering into the table, (toddler’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to ex the  aterials.

Would you like to feel the crinkf "green & 3ss?
Ask an engaging question to.encc age ints :st anc ur Uity in the materials.

What else do you see, (1. Ner's saf 7
Pause ... and wait for the toc Ik to re »ond. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal respont

Bugs! You are rig Kt here ¢ e in< cts i1 the crinkly, green grass.
Be flexik® “ollow tl. leac. »n inteiest of the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materials. Allc. »the dirc tion C. play to follow their interests.

You'vi foung wtone ) too. | see you holding them with two hands.

< __‘tiv » Development

Demor .rate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
headirn
We use tongs in the kitchen to turn and pick up food.
Watch me squeeze the tongs with my hand to make them open and close.
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
Can you try opening and closing the tongs with your hands? Squeeze! Squeeze!
Initiate simple experiments and investigations to see how things work.
Let’s practice using these tongs. Hmmm, what can we pick up with the tongs? Pause.
Let’s pick up these creepy, crawly bugs!
Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
There are many bugs hiding in the green grass.
Can you find them?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Visual Perception and Coordination

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

During this experience, select sensory
materials to promote multisensory learning.
Focus on the development of fine motor

control and hand-eye coordination in toddlers.

Fill the activity table or tray with shreds of
decorative grass and an assortment of plastic
insects. Create excitement as you invite
toddlers to pull each insect from the long,
green grass with tongs. Use a happy tone of
voice as you pull insects from the green grass,
describe and count them.
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Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.
Let’s touch and count the bugs together.
One ... two ... three ... four ... five ... six bugs in the green grass!
Encourage toddlers to search for hidden or missing props, objects or materials as you provide gestures,
hints or clues to help them locate it.
| see a small, black bug with long legs. Can you find it?
Gasp! You did find it. This is an ant.
Encourage toddlers to use props, objects or materials in a playful way, with an intended purpose.
Can you try using the tongs to pull the ant from the grass? Sé »eeze and pull ... pull ... pull.

Sensory Experience

Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory.~xploration u_ g descriptive language.
Wow! You did a great job using those tongs
You've pulled one creepy, crawlingd =< m_ e grass.
Invite toddlers to touch, hold or »* .dle the | op, ¢ iect or« aterial.
There are still more bugsdghet’s'. we ourd end, (fr_af >"name) a turn.
(Toddler’s name), would\ < %like ..Ch the bug ke your friend?

Social and Ern. ».onal De <2lo, ment

Observe Yacknow dge ™e ‘eactions of each toddler. Demonstrate awareness and responsiveness to
the need: »f ¢« toddle

| see y \u pes s at & » bugs in the grass. Your face tells me you are feeling scared.
Respondt 7 zlings « (oddlers by labeling the emotion and its cause.

Yol aré scared these bugs are real. Don’t worry, (toddler’s name) these are toy bugs.

Wea sh ik 2 pick one up with my fingers.
Use thr .oddler’s name and respectful language.

.ank you for looking at the bugs, (toddler’s name). | see that smile! Are you readly to play with these insects?

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Encourage toddlers to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
(Toddler’s name), hold the tongs in your hand and squeeze, squeeze!

Promote hand-eye coordination through simple hand and finger play.
| see five little bugs crawling in the grass. Can you grab one with the tongs?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Visual Perception and Coordination

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

If the young toddlers have a difficult
time using the tongs, help them
squeeze the tongs using hand over
hand assistance.

Provide different tools for young
toddlers such as large spoons.

Place the bugs on top of the grass
so toddlers can easily find and
grasp them.

For Older Toddlers

Label an insect by name or color and
encourage the toddler to use the
tweezers to grab that specific insect.

Bury the insects in the grass so they
are more challenging to find.

Extend the Experience
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Place other nature items in the grass.
Describe an item and encourage

the toddler to pick up that specific
item with the tongs, large tweezers
or spoons.

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Five Little Monkeys

Lots of little bugs, crawling in the grass.
Hopping and buzzing, moving so fast.
Along came (toddler’s name), early one day.
He picked one up, but it flew away!

Will you pick up a bug or will it fly away?

Demonstrate how to use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control and coordination.
Some of the bugs are on the other side of the table. They araé»o far for us to reach.
Watch me slide ... slide ... slide around the table. Can youd "Je over here, too?

Language Development

Narrate and describe the toddler’s actions usit. descriptive lc quas
| see you reaching into the long, g 7L Wss v ¥h your arm.
Now, you are grabbing a sma#f Color) ins ct wi_\your £ Jers.
Clarify meaning of new wor”'s) us 3 clea’ .mple le. 27 Lge.
You've pulled a green gre s hoppr om the grass.
This green grasshopper is al_asece hat jumps from place to place.
Say the nameorrn . theso ad "anc ‘ectas youencourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can you say /3/" NG gi 2en G hsshopper?
Pause ... '« »...imitax Adc = rocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
This & eerr_msshof, er is trie same color as the grass. It’s green!
uch anc des~ 5. ny L ..ique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’sa ation.
Wase ¢ tennae on the grasshopper’s head are for hearing and feeling.
Cal vol ‘ouch the antennae, too?
Use a riety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
“ne grasshopper has six legs.
These two long legs are for leaping. Touch as you explain.
Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate the toddler is showing interest in a prop, object
or material. Add comments, details or extended language to your observation.
Thank you for playing with me today, (toddler’s name). | see you looking in the grass again.
There are still more bugs in the grass.
Go ahead! Use the tongs to grab another bug.

* Continue to sing or chant until no insects remain in the grass.
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Physical Development:
Friends at Play

Title: Earth Bowling

Learning Focus: Social Relationships;
Curiosity; Creativity; Understanding and
Response; Joint Attention; Communication;
Problem-Solving; Perceptual Information;
Gross Motor: Explore Environment; Fine Motor:
Hands-On Exploration

Prep Time: 5-10 minutes

Estimated Time: 5-7 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe materials (round, blue, green)
Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (ball, tree, Earth)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (push, kick)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Bouncing balls (green and blue)

e Paper towel or toilet paper tubes (10)
e Green construction paper

» Scissors

e Tape or glue
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Friends at Play

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that promote the use of fine and gross motor skills.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Set up the bowling pins and ball on the
ground. Touch the materials as you sing or chant the words below.)
Will you play a game with me?
Look around! What do you see?
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
(Toddler’s name), | can see you are curious.

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials.

Look at this blue and green ball. It looks like he Earth.

There are tall trees on the green sid she £ Would you' .0 explore the ball together?
Ask an engaging question to enco .geinte sta ! curiositin the materials.

What game do you think xwe ce \d play i ch theS \hif 5s?
Pause ... and wait for the to. . »rto s .id. Acknow.cdge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.

We are going 2w/l We  Villk_se hC_wmany trees we can knock down by rolling the earth ball.
Be flexible! Follow e. ~d ar {inu ‘est uf the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materiale  ''ow the ¢ »ctic 2o olay o follow their interests.

[ like W\ e vimsvou ar wolling the ball back and forth, back and forth.

Langua: = Development

.ouch. 'd ( scribe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler attention.
1S round ball looks like the Earth. Here is the blue water and here is the green land.

Use descriptive language as you name or label the object or material selected by the toddler. Be sure to
connect the material to the book, concept or theme.

Look at these tall trees. Here is the scratchy, brown trunk and here are the green leaves.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.

Can you say /t/ ... /t/ ... tall trees?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.

Let’s use the earth ball to knock over the tall trees.
Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.

Here | go! | am using my hands to push the big, round earth ball.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Friends at Play

Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.

Create a Positive Learning The round earth ball is rolling, rolling, rolling!

Environment It is moving fast. Pause.

Help toddlers explore cooperation and turn Gasp! I've knocked over one ... two ... three ... four tall trees!

taking with this indoor or outdoor activity.

Using green construction paper, create large Sensory Experience

palm fronds or leaves and attach them to the

top of each paper towel tube or toilet paper Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
tube to create a tree. Once created, set the Look at you walking over to pick up the bouncing, (color) bal

trees up like bowling pins and work with the Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or.=* (erial.

toddlers to find creative ways to knock them Are you ready to take a turn rolling the Earth toward€ < trees?

down. Focus on helping them |earn to play Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: H. 227 _ Go Round the Mulberry Bush

cooperatively with friends as they take turns
pushing the ball to knock down pins and
setting them back up. Be sure to describe
and praise the actions of the toddlers as well
as any courteous interactions among peers.
Have fun integrating hands-on, multisensory Wow! Look at all the treé nat yo el Jcked downt
learning of concepts during this experience.

This is the way we roll the ball.
Roll the ball. Roll the ball.

This is the way we roll the ba
We push it toward the tree_ !

Fine and Gro: .\ »tor De <=lo.ment

Assist or . mort tod. 2rs .« * 2y explore new actions such as bending down, moving from sitting to
standing, unri. »and jt ping.
Let’s & \nd 4% " 0o st ighten the trees.
Encourage uadlers tc use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Db th \tree trunk and lift with your hands. Pause.
Gre f jo ! You stood all of the trees back up. Now, you are ready to bow!!
Demor (rate how toddlers can use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control
_oordination.
Watch me squat down low to push ... push ... push the ball.
Encourage toddlers to use their bodies in different ways. Take into consideration each toddler’s age and
stage of development.
Can you squat like me?
Great squatting. Now, push the earth ball with your hands.

Social and Emotional Development

Invite toddlers to observe expressions of peers by acknowledging feelings of others.
Here comes our friend, (friend’s name). She looks curious.
Let’s invite her to bow! with us.
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Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

¢ Allow the play to follow the toddler’s
lead. Use rich and repetitive language

as you encourage the toddler to push,

roll, kick and toss the ball toward
the tree.

e Encourage toddlers to take turns and
help their peers.

For Older Toddlers

e Spread the tree pins far apart and
encourage toddlers to knock over a
specific tree.

e Encourage the toddler to count the
number of trees knocked down.

e Count the number of pins that fall
when the ball rolls fast or slow.
Extend the Experience

¢ Play kickball or hot potato using
the ball.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Friends at Play

Create a sense of belonging by initiating positive interactions and relationships with peers and caregivers.
(Toddler’s name), we are having so much fun using this ball to knock down trees.
Would you like to roll the ball towards the tall, green trees?

Provide opportunities for toddlers to demonstrate their growing understanding of emotions.
Look at that sweet smile on (toddler’s name) face. She is feeling happy to have a turn.

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed< arning opportunities.

How would you like to move the ball toward the trees? Bt “se.

| see you pointing to your foot. Would you like to kick_ ae ball?
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be usea. 'na’ .iage exploration and discovery of
the item.

Watch me use my foot to kick the ball towai_iyou.

/t’s rolling slow ... ly, slow ... ly.
Encourage toddlers to use the pit ,, object. mau #al to Jlore how things move and work.

Can you kick the ball towdxd th sall traf o2
Ask questions that encourac inkir. ~ .1d reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Paus~....and w_it" v the »ddler to process your question and think about a response.

How many treq v il you Kk \ocr slowr;

Go ahead! Give t 2 b ha k k ari_ywe will see!
Allow to. 5. stomo\ free. » :they develop body, spatial and perceptual awareness.

Wowi You v swung. wur leg and kicked the ball hard!

mpare’ mils .a. >nd Jifferences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteris _s (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
sve | cked the ball hard and it rolled quickly, quickly, quickly!

I've tick>d the ball gently and it rolled slow ... ly, slow ... ly!
Prom» c¢oddlers to engage in matching, sorting or classifying of props, objects or materials.

vwWow! Six trees fell to the ground and two trees are still standing tall.

Some are standing up and some trees have fallen down. Up ... down!

Can you pick up the trees on the ground and help them stand tall?
Invite the toddler to mimic your actions or repeat the toddler’s actions.

(Toddler’s name), are you ready to bowl! with your feet like your friend?
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Interest Area:
Pretend Play

Title: Bug Hunting

Learning Focus: Social Relationships;
Creativity; Imagination; Communication;
Vocabulary Development; Phonological
Awareness; Imitation; Symbolic Play; Pretend
Play; Perceptual Information

Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe bugs (green, small, creepy)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (bug, insect, grass)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (scoop, flap)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

* Plastic insects

¢ Magnifying glasses

¢ Bug net
e Gloves
e Bugjar
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Pretend Play

Experience Starter

Select sensory materials that represent real-life experiences through pretend play.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Place your hands over your brow as you
pretend to search for something.)
We are going on a bug hunt!
We are going to catch some little ones.
Where will we find them?
Let’s go take a look!
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investics _"and explore the props, toys or objects.
| see you looking all around the room, (toddler’s namg

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to ex the  aterials.

Would you like to go on a bugd€ Vit with\ \e?
Ask an engaging question to.encc age ints :st anc ur Uity in the materials.

First, we need somethin: catC WAl Sugs. What'Could we use?
Pause ... and wait for the toc Ik to re »ond. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal respont

Gasp! You've foc \a i bud netr ¥e wiil use this to catch the bugs in our classroom.
Be flexik® “ollow tl. leac. »n inteiest of the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materials. Allc. »the dirc tion C. play to follow their interests.

/see y \u wal athe'S Bt up in the air, back and forth, back and forth.

' ‘a¢ * Development

Say the¢ 1ame or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it..
Ok at this magnifying glass.
Can you say magnifying glass?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
A magnifying glass makes things look bigger than they are.
Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
| also have a big, clear jar to put the insects in once we find them.
Use descriptive language as you name or label the object or material selected by the toddler. Be sure to
connect the material to the book, concept or theme.
| see you looking all around for creepy, crawly bugs. Pause.
Gasp! You've found one!
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Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Engage toddlers in a hands-on, multisensory
learning experience while introducing them
to new concepts and materials. Gather the
suggested materials to engage toddlers in a
dramatic play situation. Hide the assortment
of plastic insects around the learning area and
encourage toddlers to use the props provided
to find and explore them. As you engage
toddlers in play, describe their actions, show
affection and praise their efforts.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Pretend Play

Touch and describe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
toddler’s attention.

This red bug has black polka dots on his wings. This is a ladybug.

This ladybug has six wiggly legs.
Create personal connections for toddlers as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or
previous experiences.

A ladybug landed next to us on the playground yesterday.
Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.

| am using my fingers to pick up the small, round ladybug.

Now, | am putting the small, round ladybug into the jar af = putting the lid on top.

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prc . object or mc =rial
We found one insect! How many paf &< i we Sind?
Let’s keep looking and grab agf “ner!

Sing a song to create exs ~mer. Sinc< the tune  We're Going on a Bear Hunt

We are going on a bt 3\ wunt!

We are ggf Wto catch soi e littk_wones.
Where willk_ 25 ad the 2?

la¥s’s go take NoGi

Acknowl. Ige = toda *’s chui.ce of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
Oh, m { Yous " unc. mnother insect! Look at you touching this big, green insect with your hands!

o itiv » Development

4

Explors :ogether in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.

7 'S is a bright green grasshopper.

Let’s touch and count the legs on this insect.

One ... two ... three ... four ... five ... six leaping legs!
Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.

The first bug we've found was red and black. This bug is bright green.

They both have six legs.
Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.

Let’s use the net to scoop up the grasshopper.

Watch me lower the net and scoop up ... up ... up.
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Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

Place the insects so they are visible
and easy to find for younger toddlers.

Allow the play to follow the toddler’s
lead. Use rich and repetitive language
as you encourage the toddler to use
their imagination.

For Older Toddlers
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Hide the insects around the room and
encourage the toddler to find them.

Encourage the toddler to move like
different insects (i.e. hop, fly, crawl).

Encourage the toddler to count the
insects in the jar you have collected.

Caregiver Strategies in Action: Pretend Play

Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
Would you like to try to scoop up the green grasshopper with the net?
Great scooping, (toddler’s name).
Encourage toddlers to imitate the actions of others.
Can you use your fingers to drop the grasshopper into the jar like me?
Ask questions that encourage thinking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisons). Pause ... and wait for the toddler to process your question and think about a response.
How many insects are in the jar now? Pause.
Two! We found two insects on our bug hunt.
Allow toddlers to move freely as they develop body, spati2! .«d perceptual awareness.
Look at you leaping like a grasshopper. Let’s leap aroc. d and loafyfor more insects.

Fine and Gross Motor Developme t

Encourage toddlers to reach and gr2©~ wi. Yan and fingers . . they explore the prop, object or material.
| see a bug that flies up on thi€ nelf. it’s & b/ .5 b/ ... A cerfly.
Can you reach with yourdsm ar_\grabd e butter, Jith your fingers?
Assist or support toddlers a. v 2y ex = .e new actions such as bending down, moving from sitting to
standing, running and jumpin
Now, let’s flapy. wiWtlap ot « ari s like utterfly wings.

Social' nc “mot. ‘nal . evelopment

wide o, »or' .a. for coddlers to demonstrate their growing understanding of emotions.
Look a coddler’s name) flapping her wings and smiling so big.
/S I\ 2ling happy and having so much fun.
Increas aw .reness of self-identity by referring to the toddler by name.
| &t = a smile on your face, (toddler’s name). You had fun hunting for bugs today.
e a sense of belonging by initiating positive interactions and relationships with peers and caregivers.
| had fun with you, too. Would you like to look for more? We can hunt together.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: How It Works (Science and Math Explorer) e

Interest Area:
How It Works (Science and
Math Explorer)

Title: Rain, Rain, Falling Down
Learning Focus: Flexibility; Conversation;
Vocabulary Development; Discovery;
Problem-Solving; Spatial Awareness; Math:
Counting; Math: Matching, Sorting or
Classifying; Sensory Exploration

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe materials (blue, fluffy, beautiful)
Nouns: |dentify, name or label materials or
objects (shaving cream, dropper)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (squeeze, fall)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Large droppers

e Blue food coloring

*  Small bowl

e Shaving cream

» Jar or clear container

e Water
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Experience Starter

Select sensory materials used for simple experiments.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Demonstrate the motion of rain as you sing
or chant the words below.)
Rain, rain, falling down.
Pitter, patter on the ground.
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
| see you looking at my fingers, (toddler’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials.

| have something for us to do today. Would ou like to mar. y\somead de rain?

Rain is an important part of natureg® s ne_ N water to grc

We water plants to help themaf “w and’ \ep & xth beausitful.
Ask an engaging question to.encc age ints :st anc hur Uity in the materials.

You've found my can of aleh

What do you think we ca \G_ Witfk ae shaving cream?
Pause ... and wait *he tod( 'er »res, nd. Acknowledge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response

You 0ointing ¢ \tovw idl the sky. The rain does fall from the sky.

Toda) we ma use i \shavi.g cream to make clouds!
Pa flexibl Follr e le 1 and interest of the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materials. | ' v the G. _ction of play to follow their interests.

Llike tF \way you are rolling the shaving cream bottle on the floor.

Seps ury Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.
Are you ready to make rain in this jar? Go ahead! Open the shaving cream!
Acknowledge the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.
Thank you for taking the large, round top off the shaving cream for me.

Language Development

Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
| am going to squirt some shaving cream in this jar, on top of the water.
Gasp! The shaving cream looks like a white, fluffy cloud.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: How It Works (Science and Math Explorer) e

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

In this activity, toddlers are exposed to
the concept of rain through hands-on,
multisensory learning. Use the suggested
materials to prompt investigation skills,
predictions and problem-solving. Fill the
jar about three quarters full with regular
tap water. Use the shaving cream to fill the

remaining portion of the cup, creating a cloud.

Encourage toddlers to use the large droppers
to drip food coloring, drop by drop, onto the
shaving cream cloud. As the food coloring
collects in the shaving cream cloud, it will

begin to seep from the bottom, falling like rain.

Position your body to face toddlers during
the experience and discuss your observations.
Have fun learning and exploring together!

Clarify meaning of new word(s) using clear, simple language.
A cloud is filled with tiny drops of water or ice. The drops are so light they float in the sky.
Clouds float high in the sky. Sometimes they are white and sometimes they are gray.
We see gray rain clouds during a storm.
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can you say /t/ ... /t/ ... rain cloud?
Pause ... wait ... imitate Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
| know a silly song about rain clouds. Sing and move with me.

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of; 'm a.! e Teapot

I'm a little white cloud in the sky. Point to the sky:

Watching as the world goes by. Looking with hana aver.
Sometimes | turn gray, but don’t you pout. Make a sa. .ce.
This is how my rain comes out. Rain do. 2 with fingers

ur brow.

Narrate and describe the toddler’s ar” ... :ing
You are wiggling your fingersg < little, w
Wiggle, wiggle those fingls.

Touch and describe any unic . feat\

toddler’s attention.
| have blue foc. < Woring ¢ 2d S wall G Yopers to make rain.

ascriptive lari. .age.

Frairs. ops falil g down.

or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the

Cognii vi Devel omu !

~amonstt ‘e ho 2 prc o, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of

the item.
\Watch\ e dip the dropper into the bowl! of blue food coloring and squeeze.
Ga ! /1l ucked the blue up into the dropper.

Encour je toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
an you hold a dropper and fill it with blue food coloring?
Squeeze ... squeeze ... squeeze.
Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
Great job, (toddler’s name). Your dropper is full of blue food coloring.
Initiate simple experiments and investigations to see how things work.
What will happen if | squeeze it again? Let’s investigate!
Demonstrate how objects or materials fit together or work together in different ways.
Watch me use my fingers to squeeze again. Pause.
Drop by drop, the blue food coloring is coming back out.
Drip ... drop. Drip ... drop. Drip ... drop.
Encourage toddlers to imitate the actions of others.
Can you squeeze your dropper and put some blue food coloring on the shaving cream cloud?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: How It Works (Science and Math Explorer) e

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

* Provide kitchen basters for younger
toddlers so they can easily grasp and
squeeze them.

For Older Toddlers

¢ Encourage toddlers to count how
many drops of rain they put onto the
shaving cream.

e Describe the process of rain. Show
toddlers various pictures of storm
clouds and rain falling from the sky.
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Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons, counting or one-to-one correspondence.

You've put one ... two ... three ... four drops onto the cloud.
Encourage toddlers to search for hidden or missing props, objects or materials as you provide gestures,
hints or clues to help them locate it.

Oh, no! Where did the drops of food coloring go? Did they disappear?

Fine and Gross Motor Development

Encourage toddlers to use their hands in different ways (poke. +* n, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).
Keep squeezing slowly and adding more drops to the cld 'd.
Squeeze ... drip. Squeeze ... drop.
Encourage toddlers to use their bodies in different ways. I e J consideration each toddler’s age and
stage of development.
Your dropper is empty! Can you bend and r \ch the food ¢ ‘oria
Fill your dropper again, (toddler’sé ZiTie;
Demonstrate how toddlers can ug c(neir boc sin ¢ ferent Lys to promote balance, control
and coordination.
Now, reach over the jar a & S§lrop "Jdrops onto the cloud.
Gasp! Look! Thayrain is cc ik sdow, \from the shaving cream cloud.

Sing asong to =2¢ »excit me.  Sin¢ (o the tune of: Where is Thumbkin?.
£ s fallings 3ain S & ing.
Lawrs Mawn, ao xn. DS, down, down.

P, er, pi natte )Pitter, pitter, patter.
DI g Vip, dré, »Drip, drip, drop!

Socia ar.d Emotional Development

Cre-" 3 positive learning environment. Smile and laugh as you pretend and play together.
What will happen if | drop more blue raindrops onto the cloud? Pause.
It is raining harder! | see many blue raindrops falling.
Identify the toddler’s feelings and express empathy with appropriate language.
Gasp! Your eyes opened wide and you gasped! You felt surprised we've made rain in the jar.
Increase confidence by acknowledging the actions or responses of the toddler.
You filled and emptied the dropper so well. Look at all of the rain drops you have made.
Great work, (toddler’s name)!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Music and Movement

Interest Area:
Music and Movement

Title: Reach for the Stars

Learning Focus: Social Relationships; Sense
of Identity; Vocabulary Development;
Phonological Awareness; Spatial Awareness;
Sensory Exploration; Perceptual Information;
Gross Motor: Body Awareness

Prep Time: 2-3 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe materials (big, small, silver)

Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (star)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (jump, catch)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

e Yarn
¢ Reproducible: Stars

e Tape
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Experience Starter

Create a musical experience using sensory materials, instruments or song.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Touch and point to the stars around
the room.)
Children, children, come along.
/t’s time to sing a silly song.
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
| see you’ve found my stars up high, (toddler’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials.

| spy more stars on the floor. Stars up high\ ad stars dowri_ sw. Wat & you like to find stars with me?
Ask an engaging question to encourac wrest. ad curiosity i "~ materials.

Where should we look first?
Pause ... and wait for the toddler\ respon: Acknc 'es" :the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.

You’ve found a shiny, silve \si x!
Be flexible! Follox ~lead a di. eres. f the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materials. Allow the ‘irc “ion ¢ pla_ ‘o foilow their interests.

| like€ way yous ke jGi kg on“that star.

= Ngua 'e"_ev 'apment

Tou~h and' =2scribe any unique features or characteristics of the prop, object or material, prompting the
-oudler at| ntion.
Thi star is silver and has five points. Watch me touch each one.
oW, you touch them as | count. One ... two ... three ... four ... five!
Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
Can you say /S/ ... /5/ ... silver star?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
This is a big, silver star. Over there, | see a small, silver star.
Use a variety of words, signs or gestures to describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
Stars twinkle way up high in the nighttime sky.
In the sky, some stars are big and some are small, just like these stars on the ground.
Create personal connections for toddlers as you relate the prop, object or material to their lives or
previous experiences.
We can look up and see stars in the sky at night.
Do we see stars on the ground like these? Pause. No, that’s silly!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Music and Movement

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

For the following experience, reproduce
multiple sets of Stars in various sizes. These
sensory materials will create an exciting
learning experience. Using yarn, hang some
of the stars from the ceiling, ensuring they are
long enough for the toddler to reach them
with some effort. Place other stars on the
ground or around the learning area. Engage
toddlers in play as you sing. Encourage
toddlers to jump from star to star and reach
up high to touch the stars. Be sure to show
sensitivity and respect to individuals who may
not wish to participate.
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Use self-talk to discuss your actions, using descriptive language.
/ am going to jump from one small, twinkling star to another small, twinkling star as | sing a silly song.
Will you sing and jump with me?

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star

Jumping, leaping, on a star.
Some are close and some are far.
Hopping, stomping, one by one.
We are having so much fun.
Jumping, leaping, on a star.
Some are close and some are far.

Use descriptive language as you name or label the object. <= m=" .ial selected by the toddler. Be sure to
connect the material to the book, concept or theme.

Wow! That was a lot of jumping!

| see you looking up at the small, k"7 W ste. s in the sky.

Sensory Experience

Invite toddlers to touch, holc o “ana the prop, object or material.

Would you lik catch thse tars?
Acknowledge thet la. s cl ice ©sensory exploration using descriptive language.
| likef Dmway yous ke StemQ g orryour toes and reaching for the star with your long, strong arms.

me an | G, Mc.or Development

Promote h. )d-eye coordination through simple hand and finger play.
Ca. Wwot reach up high with your arms and grab with your fingers?

Sir' a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star

Catching, catching, little stars.
Reaching for them with our arms.
Stretching, reaching, way up high.
Grabbing stars up in the sky.
Catching, catching, little stars.
Reaching for them with our arms.

Encourage toddlers to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).

Look at you push ... push ... pushing the star! Now, it is waving back and forth like a shooting star in the sky.
Demonstrate how toddlers can use their bodies in different ways to promote balance, control
and coordination.

Watch me reach and pull a star down.

Reach and pull. Reach and pull. Can you try that?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Music and Movement

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

Hang stars low enough so young
toddlers can reach.

Hold the toddler up to stretch and
reach for higher stars.

Allow toddlers to scoot or crawl from
star to star if they are more
comfortable.

For Older Toddlers

75

Encourage toddlers to move with you
and sing along to the nursery rhyme.

Allow older toddlers to create their
own interesting movement for each
new verse as you follow their lead.

Cognitive Development

Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
Look at you! You've pulled down a big star that was hanging from the sky.
Compare similarities and differences in shapes, lines and other details by identifying distinguishing
characteristics (color, length, size, etc.) that are different from the previous material.
This is a big silver star. You are standing on a small silver star.
Big ... small. Big ... small.
Invite the toddler to mimic your actions or repeat the toddler’s astions.
(Toddler’s name), would you like to reach and pull a star [i{€ “your friend, (friend’s name)?

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of:  wvinkle, Twakle, Little Star

Catching, catching, little stars.
Reaching for them with our arms.
Stretching, reaching, way up high
Grabbing stars up in the sky.
Catching, catching, little s€ °s.
Reaching for them v our. xms.

Prompt toddlers to engage i \ atchi ¢ sorting or classifying of props, objects or materials.

Great reachingt oddler’s har. »)! Y& \caught a silver star.

Is this a big stan y < small\ tars ause.

This s, big, big < wr ardbhhe e is e small star. Big ... small!
Ask ques oi. “hatenc rage inking and reasoning skills (problem-solving, mathematical thinking, making
comparisc 1s). Pc =...a. wait for the toddler to process your question and think about a response.

How ri al Soints_¥pes this big star have? Is it the same as the small star? Pause.

Let’s ta ch and count together. One ... two ... three ... four ... five!

Tin X b 9 have five points.

<-1al and Emotional Development

Invite toddlers to connect to peers during play and exploration.

Look at (toddler’s name)! She is crawling from star to star. Would you like to crawl, too?
Use the toddler’s name and respectful language.

(Toddler’s name) and (toddler’s name) are crawling from shiny star to shiny star!

You are playing so nicely together! Thank you friends!
Use a warm tone of voice to comfort toddlers while acknowledging emotions.

| see big, bright smiles on your faces. You are feeling happy crawling on these silver stars!
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Creative Connections

Interest Area:
Creative Connections

Title: Nature Sculpture

Learning Focus: Focused Attention; Curiosity;
Creativity; Imagination; Communication;
Vocabulary Development; Emergent Writing;
Sensory Exploration; Perceptual Information
Prep Time: 3-5 minutes

Estimated Time: 3-5 minutes

Vocabulary

Adjectives: Select interesting words to
describe art and nature items (squishy, brown)
Nouns: Identify, name or label materials or
objects (modeling dough, twig)

Verbs: Use words that describe actions of the
toddler or that you model (roll, press)

Before You Get Started
Select Materials

¢ Modeling dough (a fist-sized portion
for each toddler)

e Small paper plates

e Assorted nature items (twigs, bark,
rocks, leaves, grass)
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Experience Starter

Select sensory, hands-on materials that promote child-initiated creativity.
Initiate interactions by showing the props in an interesting way. (Squeeze and press your fingers into the
modeling dough.)
Look around! What do you see?
/t’s squish ... squish ... squishy!
Watch and observe as you allow time for toddlers to investigate and explore the props, toys or objects.
| can tell you are feeling curious, (toddler’s name).

Conversation Starter

Invite and encourage the toddler to explore the materials.

| have squish ... squish ... squishy modeling\_hugh and a tre_\ull ofd “ure items.

Would you like to touch and feel tha
Ask an engaging question to enco .geinte sta ! curiositin the materials.

How do you think they will feei
Pause ... and wait for the to. . »rto s .id. Acknow.cdge the toddler by adding language to his verbal or
nonverbal response.

You are rubbift  ur finge s G\ sni. wth, green leaf.
Be flexible! Follow e. ~d ar {inu ‘est uf the toddlers as they show you how they engage with the
materiale  ''ow the ¢ »ctic 2o olay o follow their interests.

Oh, I¢ kI ddler’s vame)<.ound a big ball of squishy, modeling dough.

[ like &t 2 way L are wtting the dough with your hands.

= .- nc Gross Motor Development

Promo’ hand-eye coordination through simple hand and finger play.
N you use your hands and fingers to roll, roll, roll the clay into a ball?

Sing a song to create excitement. Sing to the tune of: Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Roll, roll, roll the dough.
Roll it with your hands.
Roll it fast. Roll it slow.
Show me where it lands.

Encourage toddlers to use their hands in different ways (poke, turn, flip, lift, squeeze, push or drop).

| like the way you are using your fingers to poke holes in the modeling dough.
Allow toddlers to find creative uses for a variety of writing tools: large crayons, large markers, finger paint
or modeling dough. Be sure to consider the age of the toddlers before choosing writing materials.

Can you poke the dough with the nature items?

You knew exactly what we were going to do today.
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Creative Connections

Create a Positive Learning
Environment

Gather various items found in nature

(i.e., rocks, pine straw, bark, twigs, leaves,

etc.) and all suggested materials for this
experience. Show your excitement for the new
materials as you explore and play with them
together. Give each toddler a small portion

of clay or modeling dough, encouraging

them to use their imagination to create a
three-dimensional sculpture using the nature
items. Add language as you label and describe
the materials the toddler chooses as well

as their actions. If a toddler chooses not to
interact, that is okay! When the sculpture

is complete, place it on a small, paper plate

to dry.
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Language Development

Say the name or make the sound of an object as you encourage the toddler to repeat it.
We are going to use these nature items and this modeling dough to make a nature sculpture.
That's a new word. Can you say sculpture?
Pause ... wait ... imitate. Add to vocalizations or gestures using complete sentences.
We need modeling dough to make our sculptures. Here is your piece, (toddler’s name).
Clarify meaning of new word(s) using clear, simple language.
A sculpture is art that stands up big and tall. It is not flat, like aspiece of paper.

Watch for eye gazing, pointing or vocalization to indicate th=" Jddler is showing interest in a prop, object

or material. Add comments, details or extended languaga® _ your observation.
| see you looking at the nature items on my tray.
Which ones will you add to your ball of modeling dougfi

Touch and describe any unique features or ch. acteristics of = = pron® oject or material, prompting the

toddler’s attention.
Here are some bumpy rocks, a4 o leave \broi w twigs a@d green grass.
Narrate and describe the toddler’. 'ctions: ng de rir' .clanguage.
| see you picking up a loi Yorow \ad .
Now, you are pressing thi /&€ g, bre «n twig into the modeling dough.
Use a variety of i =, signs' r¢ sture ‘o describe the texture, shape, color or use of an item.
A twig is a smai. tedsh fré n a\ igger tree. This twig is long and skinny.
|/ see mall, gree Near Wl e tof of this twig.

“ansor, Evic 2nee

Acknowlec e the toddler’s choice of sensory exploration using descriptive language.

re e I und a small, smooth rock. | like the way you are rolling it around and around the table.
Invite t Jdlers to touch, hold or handle the prop, object or material.

0 Zyou ready to add the rock to your nature sculpture?

Cognitive Development

Initiate simple experiments and investigations to see how things work.
What will happen if you press the rock into the modeling dough? Pause.
Gasp! /t doesn’t move! The squishy modeling dough holds it in place.
Explore together in a playful, easy-going manner, as you embed learning opportunities.
| see green leaves, brown leaves and red leaves.
These look like leaves that have been falling off the trees on our playground.
Would you like to add them to your nature sculpture?
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Caregiver Strategies in Action: Creative Connections

Modifications and
Adaptations

For Younger Toddlers

Assist toddlers as they add nature
items to the modeling dough ensuring
they are secure.

As the toddler points to items on their
sculpture, encourage them to name
and count each item.

For Older Toddlers
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Encourage the toddler to count
the nature items added to the
nature sculpture.

Name a nature item and encourage
toddler to locate it on their sculpture.

Follow the lead of the toddler and
encourage creativity.

Demonstrate how the prop, object or material can be used. Encourage exploration and discovery of
the item.
Leaves fall from the trees when the wind blows or when the seasons change.
Watch me hold these leaves up high and drop them.
They are slowly falling, just like they fall from the trees.
Encourage toddlers to use the prop, object or material to explore how things move and work.
Toss your leaves up to see what happens!
Encourage toddlers to use props, objects or materials in a playful way, with an intended purpose.
| like the way you stuck these leaves onto your sculpture, rickf xinderneath the tall twig.
It looks like these leaves fell down ... down ... down fromdt & twig.
Introduce mathematical concepts such as comparisons,” unting o »ne-to-one correspondence.
Let’s touch and count all the pretty pieces of nature yot kxe4fl ' on your sculpture.
One ... two ... three! Wow!

Social and Emotional De*..opn. nt

Invite toddlers to observe e ressi s of = cors by ac @ _wledging feelings of others.
Look at the beautiful scu_» e th L. loddler’s name) made. He is feeling proud of himself.
Respond to feelino~ of toddl rs /lalb ‘ng the emotion and its cause.

Creating the s¢ e ma ‘e y \ feer youd. You’ve worked so hard to create that beautiful piece of art.
Observe and ackno\  =2a. the reac »>ns of each toddler. Demonstrate awareness and responsiveness to

the neea ¢ “he toddi
| see | hu re Mhing f& ymodeling dough. You must be ready to make another nature sculpture.
| will i 2 78 et trie materials that you need!
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Reproducibles

 Language Builder / Super Searcher / Sky Photograph Cards, Moon, Stars, Clouds and Sun
 Language Builder / Language Starter / Large Nature Photograph Ca7.s and Insect Photograph Cards
 Language Builder / Walk and Talk! / Large Nature Photograph Cards

« Book Experience / Story Props / Bare Tree Trunk a2#. Lec \Pa_er Shanes

« Book Experience / Interactive Storytelling / Ir 5 <t F "_tograph Cards

e Literacy Builder / Rhyme Time / Moon, ‘ta s C ouc = and Sun

e Literacy Builder / Listenl.listen!  Sn: "* Na :re Photograph Cards

e Literacy Builder / Lit >s-57_< s ¢ d Pictures, Too / Small and Large Nature Photograph Cards

* Physical Development ; "'.e My Body! / Large Nature Photograph Cards

* Physical Development / Balance Builder / Moon, Stars, Sun and Clouds

e Interest Area / Music and Movement / Stars
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Sky Photograph Cards
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Moon
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Stars
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Clouds
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Sun
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Small Nature Photograph Cards
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Small Nature Photograph Cards
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Bare Tree Trunk
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Leaf Paper Shapes



Insect Photograph Cards
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Insect Photograph Cards
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Large Nature Photograph Cards
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Large Nature Photograph Cards
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Large Nature Photograph Cards
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Large Nature Photograph Cards
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